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Re: ln the matter of review of amendments to 
SCR 20: 1.15 Safekeeping Property; SCR 
20: 1.0 Definitions; SCR 21: 16 Discipline; 
and SCR 12.04 Wisconsin Lawyers' Fund 
for Client Protection 

To the Justices of the Wisconsin Supreme Court: 

I am a member of the Trust Account Working Group of the State Bar of 
Wisconsin, and fully endorse the conclusions and recommendations that group is submitting by 
separate memorandum in connection with this Court's review of the above rules. I write the 
Court separately as a practicing bankruptcy lawyer and former chair of the Bankruptcy, 
Insolvency, and Creditors' Rights Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin to provide additional 
comment about the interplay between SCR 20: 1.15 and bankruptcy practice. The views 
expressed below are solely my own. 

With rare exception, lawyers who represent debtors in Chapter 7 cases typically 
charge a flat fee for an agreed-upon bundle of services. The services generally include advice 
about the advisability of filing bankruptcy and the options available under Chapter 7 and 13 of 
the Bankruptcy Code; the preparation of the debtor's petition, schedules, and statement of 
fina..'1.cial affairs; attendance at the debtor's fast meeting of creditors; and the negot!at!on of 
reaffirmation agreements with creditors. rhe services are fairly standardized, and, in the typical 
consumer bankruptcy case, a fairly standardized flat fee is charged, often between $1,200 and 
$1,800, depending on such factors as the complexity of the case and the time that may be 
involved traveling from the city in which the lawyer's office is located to the location of the 
initial creditors meeting. For business debtors in Chapter 7, bankruptcy lawyers typically charge 
a higher flat fee. 

The Bankruptcy Code and Rules provide a specific framework for disclosure of 
fees paid or agreed to be paid and for potential bankruptcy court review of the reasonableness of 
such fees. Under Bankruptcy Code § 329 and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2016(b), 
any attorney representing a debtor in a bankruptcy case must file with the bankruptcy court, 
within 14 days of the commencement of the case, a statement disclosing any compensation paid 






