
 

 
 
 
 
 

September 11, 2012 
Ms. Diane Fremgen 
Clerk of the Supreme Court 
P.O. Box 1688  
Madison, WI 53701 
 
Re: Rule Petition 12-07 
 
Dear Ms. Fremgen: 
 

I am submitting this comment (and nine copies in hard copy) to pending Rule Petition 12-
07 and am sending an electronic copy of the comment in MS Word format to the Office of the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court at clerk@wicourts.gov and carrie.janto@wicourts.gov.    

 
My comment is as follows:  In response to a request by Justice Patience Drake 

Roggensack, Director of State Courts John Voelker has proposed language in rule form to 
accomplish the proposal the group adopted on October 10, 2011, and John Voelker submitted to 
the Court on December 23, 2011.  John Voelker’s memo and attachments are attached hereto as 
part of my comments.    

 
For ease of reading and considering John Voelker’s proposed SCR language to create a 

finance committee, I am setting forth below the draft language in one place.  
 

* * * * 
 

Under this proposal, SCR 70.125 would be created to read as follows:    
 

SCR 70.125  Supreme court finance committee.  
 

(1) The supreme court finance committee shall consist of:  
 
 (a) The chief justice of the supreme court and two other justices designated by 
the supreme court.  

 
 (b) The chief judge of the court of appeals.   

 
 (c) A chief judge of the circuit courts or his or her designee. 

 
(2)  Staffing for the committee shall be provided by members of the director’s staff 

responsible for budget. 
 
(3)  The supreme court finance committee’s role in the biennial budget development 

process shall be as follows: 
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(a) Be provided a copy of all budget proposals submitted and considered by 
the chief justice and director of state courts.  

 
(b) Be provided with a list of budget proposals that are invited by the chief 

justice and director of state courts to move forward as a formal biennial budget proposal. 
 
(c) Participate in all review and deliberations of the biennial budget conducted 

by the planning and policy advisory committee and its planning subcommittee, and advise 
the supreme court and director of state courts in the court’s review of the budget. 

 
(d) Be included on all formal communications regarding the Courts’ biennial 

budget submission. 
 

 (4)  The supreme court finance committee’s role in the review of annual departmental 
operating budgets and grant operating budgets shall be as follows: 
 

(a) Be provided each January with a copy of the preliminary draft operating 
budget prepared by the medical mediation panels for review by the supreme court finance 
committee under a 10-day review process prior to formal submission to the board of 
governors. Unless a member of the supreme court finance committee requests a meeting 
of the committee during the 10-day review process, the draft operating budget will be the 
final budget submitted to the board of governors. 

 
(b) Be provided each February with copies of draft operating budgets and 

State Bar assessments of the office of lawyer regulation and the board of bar examiners as 
approved by their respective boards under a 10-day review process. Unless a member of 
the supreme court finance committee requests a meeting of the committee during the 10-
day review process, the draft operating budgets will be the final budget submitted to the 
supreme court for approval. If a member requests a meeting, the budget and any finance 
committee comments will be submitted to the supreme court after the meeting is held. 

 
(c) Meet to review annual operating budgets of all other departmental and 

grant project annual plans after operating budgets are reviewed and approved by the 
director of state courts. Upon review by the supreme court finance committee, annual 
operating budgets and annual plans of departments and grant projects and finance 
committee comments are submitted to the supreme court. 

 
(d) Be provided information of significant budget modifications made to 

operating budgets and annual departmental plans under a 10-day review process. A 
significant budget modification is if, during a fiscal year, a department’s annual operating 
budget is adjusted by more than 10 percent of the total of all its operating budgets or 
$10,000, whichever is greater or there is a significant deviation from the department’s 
approved annual plan. Unless a member of the supreme court finance committee requests 
a meeting of the committee during the 10-day review process, the budget modifications 
will be submitted to the supreme court. If a member requests a meeting, the budget and 
any finance committee comments will be submitted to the supreme court after the 
meeting is held. 

 



* * * * 
 

Although I am sure that this proposed language (like any draft language) can be further 
tweaked and improved, this proposed language follows the format of the present Supreme Court 
Rules on the budget and tells the Finance Committee, John Voelker, our budget staff, and the 
Supreme Court what their respective roles are in the biennial budget process and in the 
development of operating budgets. 

 
 Please place this comment in your file and on the Web site. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
     Shirley S. Abrahamson  
cc: clerk@wicourts.gov 
 carrie.janto@wicourts.gov 
 Hon. Richard Brown (via e-mail) 
 Hon. William Foust (via e-mail) 
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