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You are hereby notified that the Court has entered the following opinion and order:   

   
   
 2015AP635-CR State of Wisconsin v. Tyrone Stallings (L.C. #1996CF964321) 

   

Before Kessler, Brennan and Brash, JJ.  

Tyrone Stallings appeals the circuit court’s order denying his motion for postconviction 

relief.  The issue is whether Stallings’ claims are procedurally barred under State v. Escalona-

Naranjo, 185 Wis. 2d 168, 517 N.W.2d 157 (1994).  Based upon our review of the briefs, we 

conclude at conference that this matter is appropriate for summary disposition.  See WIS. STAT. 

RULE 809.21(1) (2013-14).
1
  We summarily affirm the order. 

                                                           

1
  All references to the Wisconsin Statutes are to the 2013-14 version unless otherwise noted. 
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Stallings was convicted of conspiracy to commit first-degree intentional homicide in 

1996.  On direct appeal, Stallings’s appointed counsel filed a no-merit report.  Stallings did not 

respond to the report.  After conducting an independent review of the record, we concluded that 

there were no arguably meritorious issues for appeal and affirmed the judgment of conviction.  

Since that time, Stallings has filed numerous motions and petitions challenging his conviction in 

the circuit court, this court, and the supreme court.  Most recently, Stallings filed a motion 

entitled “Motion to Vacate [a] Void Judgment.”  The circuit court denied the motion.  Stallings 

appeals.   

The circuit court properly denied Stallings’s motion without holding an evidentiary 

hearing because his claims are procedurally barred by WIS. STAT. § 974.06 and Escalona-

Naranjo, 185 Wis. 2d at 184 (successive postconviction motions and appeals are procedurally 

barred unless a defendant can establish a sufficient reason for failing to previously raise the 

newly alleged errors).  Stallings’s postconviction motion does not provide any reason, much less 

a sufficient reason, explaining why his proffered claims were not raised in prior court 

proceedings.  Therefore, his claims are barred under Escalona-Naranjo.  Moreover, Stallings 

raised several of the issues in prior motions.  It is well established that “[a] matter once litigated 

may not be relitigated in a subsequent postconviction proceeding no matter how artfully the 

defendant may rephrase the issue.”  State v. Witkowski, 163 Wis. 2d 985, 990, 473 N.W.2d 512 

(Ct. App. 1991). 

Accordingly,  
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IT IS ORDERED that the order of the circuit court is summarily affirmed.    

 
Diane M. Fremgen 

Clerk of Court of Appeals 
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