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respond to the petition for leave to commence an original 

action as follows: 

The Commission is responsible for administering 

elections. See generally Wis. Stat. ch. 5–10, 12. In fulfilling 

that duty, the Commission has no role or interest in 

determining where legislative district boundaries are located. 

Accordingly, the Commission takes no position on the merits 

of the claims in the petition for leave to commence an original 

action.1  

The Commission’s primary concern is to ensure that 

any litigation involving legislative district boundaries is 

conducted in a way that takes into account relevant 

administrative limitations and statutory deadlines, so that 

the litigation does not disrupt or impair the proper, efficient, 

and effective administration of the 2024 election calendar. 

The Commission, therefore, does not oppose this Court 

exercising its original jurisdiction, if it determines that will 

best facilitate that goal. 

In the most recent redistricting case before this Court, 

Johnson v. Wisconsin Elections Commission, 2022AP1450-

OA, the Commission explained, that for staff to be able to 

timely and effectively administer the November 8, 2022, 

election, including the nomination petition circulation process 

starting on April 15, 2022, maps needed to be in place no later 

than March 15, 2022.  

If this Court takes jurisdiction, the Commission intends 

to again advocate for timely and expeditious resolution of all 

litigation so as not to adversely impact the 2024 election 

calendar. The Commission is prepared to provide more 

specific calendar information and additional explanation at 

 

1 It is the Commission’s understanding that the Legislature 

intends to intervene to defend the existing maps.  
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an appropriate time and to respond to any requests by the 

Court. 

If this Court takes jurisdiction, the Commission also 

intends to seek dismissal of its individual commissioners and 

administrator, on the ground that they are not proper parties 

to the proposed original action.   

 Dated this 22nd day of August 2023. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 ERIC J. WILSON 

Deputy Attorney General of 

Wisconsin 
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 Assistant Attorney General 

 State Bar #1025452 
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