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VOLUNTEERS IN THE COURTS

Brown County Mediation Center expands services to families,
neighborhoods

At the courthouse in Green Bay, Wednesday afternoons
bring frustrated landlords face-to-face with their dissat-

isfied tenants. This is the return day for contested evictions,
and tempers flare almost as fast as accusations fly. Working
to bring things down a notch are two or three trained volun-
teers from the Brown County Mediation Center who stand
ready to assist disputants willing to look for common
ground. In many cases, and in the most unexpected places,
they find it.

Recently, a family of three was facing eviction. The
landlord had tried for months to communicate with the
couple to no avail, and it came out during mediation that
both parents were mentally ill; their daughter – at age 14 –
was doing her best to run the household. The couple had not
moved because they were overwhelmed by the notion of
sorting through their many possessions and packing. With
the mediator’s help, the landlord worked with the tenants to
develop a room-by-room schedule for vacating and even
brought in maintenance men to help. “It was very touching,”
said Diane Legomsky, who mediated the dispute and serves
as director of the Mediation Center. Had the judge simply
evicted, Legomsky pointed out, the family would have lost
its housing assistance for two years – and the landlord might
still be awaiting their departure.  

When landlord and tenant reach an agreement, the
mediator puts it in writing and, if the tenant vacates by the
agreed upon date, there is no eviction; if not, the landlord is
entitled to an automatic writ. Legomsky said landlords often
are willing to forgive that month’s rent and to give back
security deposits to dispatch the tenants. The money makes
moving a much more realistic option for most tenants. 

Landlord-tenant disputes are just one focus for the
Brown County Mediation Center. They handle other small
claims actions on Thursday evenings and Friday mornings,
and work with families, organizations (especially non-
profits), and neighborhoods to resolve myriad disputes
before they find their way into court. The Center has 50

regular mediators; half work in court and half focus on non-
court disputes. 

Increasingly, Legomsky said, the family disputes involve
aging parents. One recent case involved an elderly woman
who left her farm for the suburbs to live closer to her adult
children. The six children were unable to agree about what
to do with the family farm and how to take care of Mom
and, before long, the sibling with the power of attorney for
financial matters was not speaking to the sibling with the
power of attorney for medical matters. Then the siblings’
spouses jumped into the fight and restraining orders were
issued. 

A social worker asked the family to try addressing its
problems through mediation. The mediator brought in all the
adult children and they had a discussion about the old
rivalries that had resurfaced at this stressful juncture in their
lives. After 10 such meetings, they discovered that they all
agreed upon one important thing: that they loved their
mother and wanted the best for her. The mediator then
convinced Mom – who was trying to stay out of the mess
for fear of making it worse – to state her preferences for her
medical care and for the family farm. Once the siblings had
refocused on what was best for Mom, they were able to stop
fighting about what was best for each of them. The family is
now holding its own, although two of the siblings still are
not speaking. They all meet monthly with the mediator.

In 2003, Legomsky said the Center would focus on
resolving neighborhood disputes and racial/ethnic conflicts.
The Green Bay Police Department helped the Center to
secure a $10,000 grant from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development to conduct neighborhood
mediations, and the Center secured a smaller grant from a
local foundation to support the racial/ethnic work. "

For more information on the Brown County Mediation Center,
contact Legomsky at (920) 438-7067 or e-mail
Legomskd@uwgb.edu.

Two programs are helping to safeguard the well-being of
some of the most vulnerable citizens in northeast

Wisconsin’s Langlade County, population 20,000. The first
program recruits volunteer guardians to monitor the safety
and security of elderly wards; the second focuses on keeping
at-risk adults safe from harm. 

Guardianship program helps elderly in need
Arlene Bonacci has been designated as guardian for nine

elderly adults in the last seven years. She helps these
individuals with life’s daily challenges, and sometimes,
when the time comes, assists with their funeral
arrangements. Langlade County recently recognized
Bonacci's service to the elderly through the county’s
guardianship program by honoring her with a plaque.  

“It’s hard to find
guardians that are willing to
invest the time needed,” said
Donna Retzak of the county’s
social services agency.
Bonacci’s experience with her
most recent ward, an 88-year-
old woman, highlights the
commitment required of
volunteer guardians. The
woman lives alone in an
apartment and is supposed to
receive home care visits three times a day. There are days,
however, when that does not happen and Bonacci must step

Langlade County programs assist the elderly

Arlene Bonacci
accepts an award
for her work as a
guardian from
Judge James P.
Jansen, Langlade
County Circuit
Court.

Photo credit: Associated Press

see Guardianship on page 14
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Wisconsin courts build national
presence

In spite of the continued moratorium on state-sponsored
trips, opportunities for national and international travel
continue to materialize for Wisconsin judges and court staff.
The travel is made possible through scholarships from
educational groups and professional organizations that
recognize the value Wisconsin experts add to their
programs.

The people of the state are ultimately the beneficiaries of
these trips, as the travelers return home and share ideas and
information with their Wisconsin colleagues at judicial
education seminars. Here is a sample of recent opportuni-
ties:  

! In June, Chief Judge Joseph M. Troy, Outagamie County
Circuit Court, will attend a leadership workshop
focusing on solving problems in the courts. The
workshop is offered
at the National
Judicial College in
Reno. He attended
on a scholarship
from the college.

! In August, Judge
Louis Butler,
Milwaukee County
Circuit Court, will
teach classes on
criminal procedure
and on judicial
activism at the
National Judicial
College in Reno.
The college is
paying his expenses. 

Reserve Judge
Thomas H. Barland will travel on his own dime to San
Francisco as Wisconsin’s delegate to the National
Conference of State Trial Court Judges. 

! In October, Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson and
Court Information Officer Amanda K. Todd will present
at the Canadian/American Appellate Judges Seminar in
Victoria, British Columbia. Abrahamson will speak on
“Appellate Judging as a Craft” while Todd participates
in “Judging in an Age of Media Scrutiny: How to
Cope.” The trip is paid for by the American Bar
Association.

! In April, Judge Ramona A. Gonzalez, La Crosse County
Circuit Court, completed a five-day course on interna-
tional kidnapping at the National Judicial College in
Reno, Nev. The course covered how to make orders for
return and prevention, custody rights issues, the impact

of abduction on children, the significance of the Hague
Convention, and more. Gonzalez is now qualified to
conduct a training session on this topic for her
Wisconsin colleagues. The college paid her expenses
through a scholarship.

! In March, Judge Timothy G. Dugan attended the Science
and the Law Institute sponsored by Brooklyn Law
School. 

DCA is working near Iraq

Ninth District Court Administrator Scott K. Johnson, an
Air Force major, continues to work nearly around the clock
in an undisclosed location in the Persian Gulf region. He
arrived there the first week in March and does not know
when he will return home: because his unit supports opera-
tions, it is “generally first in and last out,” he said.

Johnson is a commander of the 376 Expeditionary
Services Squadron, part of the 376 Aerospace Expeditionary

Wing. His squadron is
responsible for building
the tent cities where the
forces live and meeting
all of their needs, from
food and shelter to
recreation. Procuring
potable water has been
especially key:
“Thousands of liters of
bottled water are
consumed here
weekly,” he said.

Johnson described
the living conditions as
“fairly austere.” The
troops live in tents in
the desert, where most
days the temperature is
at least 100 degrees.

“We have experienced several sandstorms while here that
require the use of goggles and a ‘ranger rag’ or large scarf,”
he said. “Rain is a rare event here – heat and wind are
not.” "

In Johnson’s absence, several of his fellow DCAs are
managing the courts in his district. Gregg Moore, based in
Eau Claire, is covering Iron, Oneida, Price, Taylor, and Vilas
counties. Moore can be reached at (715) 839-4826 or
gregg.moore@dca10.courts.state.wi.us. Kathleen M. Murphy,
based in Green Bay, is responsible for Langlade, Menominee,
and Shawano counties. Murphy can be reached at (920) 448-
4280 or Kathleen.Murphy@dca8.courts.state.wi.us. Retired
District Nine DCA James Seidel is working two days per week
in the district office in Wausau; he is handling Florence,
Forest, Lincoln, and Marathon counties and can be reached
at (715) 842-3872 or james.seidel@dca9.courts.state.wi.us.

WISCONSIN CONNECTS

District Court Administrator Scott K. Johnson (left, supervising the
construction of a dining facility) departed his Wausau-area home in early
March for the Middle East. As a commander, he has overseen the
construction of an air base and helped to develop programs there to meet
the many needs of the soldiers in residence.
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in to make sure the woman is fed and take care of any other
needs she might have. When the woman refused to go to the
doctor, Bonacci took time with her, earning her trust until
the woman agreed to receive medical care.

The court appoints volunteer guardians when the need
arises. They are paid a stipend and receive reimbursement
for mileage and some expenses. In exchange, they must
make difficult decisions about the ward’s finances and
medical care, sometimes even conveying whether the person
wishes to be placed on a respirator or life support. “I never
leave town without staff and people knowing where I can be
reached,” Bonacci said.

In spite of the challenges, Bonacci finds the work very
rewarding. “I know I am helping people and being of
service to them,” she said. “Sometimes you get a big thank
you from them and sometimes you don’t get anything
because they can’t talk to you.”

While Langlade County does not yet have a formal program
for volunteer guardians, it is moving in that direction with
Register in Probate Joy Pecha taking the lead. She is
currently seeking people interested in becoming guardians.
For information, call Pecha at (715) 627-6213 or e-mail
joy.pecha@wicourts.gov.

At-risk team
When an elderly woman withdrew $10,000 from her

account, her bank took notice of the unusually large
withdrawal and called law enforcement to look into it. After

officers talked with the woman, they discovered that
multiple organizations had been hassling her for money. The
police went to Judge James P. Jansen, Langlade County
Circuit Court, to explore possible ways to protect vulnerable
seniors, and, in 1998, the At-Risk Team was formed.

The county’s social services department led the effort to
build the team and provide training for the judge, law
enforcement, the fire department, health care workers, and
others to help them identify all types of abuse and protect
the elderly. They are, in many cases, serving as the eyes and
ears of the family. “We see family members getting less
involved as family sizes are getting smaller,” Jansen said. 

The 28-member team meets bi-monthly to discuss how
to improve services to elder abuse victims and their families.
They also debrief cases to learn from one another. The team
recently expanded to serving the mentally ill and
developmentally disabled.

The team has seen cases of physical, sexual,
psychological, material, and financial abuse and neglect, as
well as self-neglect. “Elderly and vulnerable adults often
don’t report because they grew up in times when you don’t
talk about things like abuse, or because they are emotionally
or financially dependent upon the abuser,” Retzak said.
“Elder abuse is on the rise across the nation and in Langlade
County.” "

For more information on the At-Risk Team call Retzak at
(715) 627-6500.

Guardianship continued from page 12

Using the judges’ responses to these questions as a guide,
Burke employed group exercises, a self-assessment ques-
tionnaire, and amusing video presentations to outline general
concepts and elements of case management and review the
successes (and failures) experienced by his and other courts
as they experimented with new ideas.   

One key element of effective case management is a
monitoring and information system. District Five Court
Administrator Gail Richardson is working with clerks and
judicial assistants in each county in the district to demon-
strate the utility of the reports and encourage their use.
Richardson reviewed the tools available on the Consolidated
Court Automation Programs (CCAP) to help judges track
cases, providing written descriptions of the five statistical
reports and the event and activity report, with instructions
for their use. She emphasized the usefulness of the new
‘drill-down’ feature in the report that summarizes the ages of
pending cases, noting that ‘drill-down’ is especially useful in
conjunction with the event and activity report. 

Burke concluded by acknowledging that increasing
caseloads and tight budgets make for trying times in the
state courts, and that judges, clerks, and court staff need to
find ways to maintain their energy and enthusiasm. “It is
easy to become overwhelmed by the challenges,” he said.
“[But] there is tremendous vitality and creativity among the

people I met. I am thankful for the invitation and impressed
with what I saw and heard.”

The circuit court and reserve judges in attendance also
spent a day reviewing the new provisions of the Adoption
and Safe Families Act (ASFA) with help from Judge John
Murphy, Sheboygan County Circuit Court, and Rock County
Deputy Corporation Counsel Jodi Timmerman. Murphy and
Timmerman have traveled the state providing training on
these issues; they encouraged the judges to build teams that
represent all involved offices and parties in order to success-
fully implement ASFA.

ASFA’s impact on the courts will be substantial, and
participants in the meeting found the information very
useful. “ASFA presents a new chapter in Wisconsin juvenile
law and a challenge in many respects,” said Chief Judge
James Evenson, Sauk County Circuit Court. “Judge Murphy
and Ms. Timmerman provided a thorough and comprehen-
sive overview not only of the policy behind the law but
many practical and helpful suggestions on dealing with
some of the pitfalls that we will face in implementing it.” "

District meeting continued from page 4
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Chief Judge Michael N. Nowakowski’s ruling in favor
of permitting the inmates at the Supermax prison in
Boscobel to subscribe to the local newspaper made

headlines around the state in April. Prison officials had
banned the Boscobel Dial because they feared that
personal information about prison guards and their
families, as well as members of the community, was too
readily available in its pages. Nowakowski, however,
found the policy to be unconstitutional. Allen Highman,
a spokesman for the prison guards’ union, explained the
ban in The Capital Times: “These are predators. They’re
not nice people. They didn’t get there by missing Sunday
school,” he said. “You're exposing the community…
because they’re going to be able to tell who’s passed
away, who’s a widow or a widower that they might be

targeting.”
“Lawyers, judges oppose Doyle’s proposed sentencing

guidelines,” was an Associated Press story that appeared in
numerous papers around the state. It set forth some of the
concerns about the governor’s proposal to require the new
Sentencing Commission to report on whether sentences
under Truth-in-Sentencing are consistent, cost-effective, and
promote public safety and the integrity of the criminal
justice and corrections systems. If the sentences were found

not to meet these standards, then the Sentencing
Commission would be required to create mandatory
sentencing guidelines. The proposal was moved out of the
state budget and may be introduced as a separate bill.  

The sentencing of a man who suffers from amnesia
and is unable to recall the car crash that killed his friend
made headlines in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
recently. Brent Totten, 22, got a year in prison for killing
a 20-year-old man who was a passenger in Totten’s
$88,000 sports car. Totten had been speeding and lost
control on a curve, crashing into a tree. Waukesha County

Circuit Judge James R. Kieffer told Totten: “The fact that
you have amnesia does not absolve you from causing the
death. This was not an accident. An accident is a situation
which arises by mere chance. You chose to negligently

operate this motor vehicle.”
The Journal Times (Racine)

captured Chief Justice Shirley S.
Abrahamson high-fiving Jalen Riley,
10, during a visit to Colin Lewis’
class at the Racine Montessori
School. The class chose famous
Wisconsinites to study this term, and
Abrahamson was among those
selected, along with Hank Aaron.
District Two Chief Judge Gerald P.
Ptacek, whose child is in the class,
helped to arrange Abrahamson’s visit.

“Online help for pro se litigants” a
news brief in the January-February

issue of Judicature, highlights the Waukesha County Family
Court Self-Help Center’s Web site at courtselfhelp.wauke-
shacounty.gov. The article quoted one Internet visitor who

thanked the center for providing “a highly intuitive and
straightforward self-help website” that provided “all the
documents I need, in hard copy, in under 20 minutes….”

A 19-year-old drunk driver who ran a stop sign in West
Allis, killing a 26-year-old aspiring pediatrician, prompted
Judge John Franke to call for a change in the OWI statute.
“I’m willing to sacrifice this
defendant on the altar of general
deterrence,” he was quoted as
saying, “but changing the law and
making the first drunken driving
offense criminal would do more for
general deterrence.” The Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel pointed out that
first-offense drunk driving is now
subject to a civil forfeiture. 

Judge Barbara A. Kluka
figures prominently on the list of people and events that
incoming State Bar President George Burnett remembers
from his Kenosha childhood. Burnett told the Kenosha
News that Kluka made an impact as his history teacher at St.
Joseph High School in Kenosha, where she taught for seven
years between college and law school. Burnett takes over for
State Bar President Patricia Ballman on July 1; Madison
Atty. Michelle A. Behnke will take over as president-elect. 

The Wisconsin State Law Library’s state-of-the-art
computer training center, an eight-workstation room where
librarians regularly provide research training for judges,
lawyers, paralegals, and court staff, was featured in a
national magazine in April. The article, “Configuring
Computer Labs/Training Needs Dictate Computer Lab
Designs,” appeared in the AALL (America Association of
Law Librarians) Spectrum Magazine. It showed Julie
Tessmer, the library’s director of collection management,
teaching a course on Web-based research. Co-State Law
Librarian Jane Colwin explained in the story that plans are
in place to rent out the facility, which is located within the
library on the Capitol Square, to private law firms and state
government agencies at a rate of $40 per hour.   

Justice Jon P. Wilcox visited
with students at Madison’s Frank
Allis Elementary School in April
after receiving a handwritten invita-
tion from one of the students. In his
letter, fourth-grader Jared Grunert
encouraged Wilcox to contact his
teacher, Mrs. Parker, to arrange a
visit. The boy covered all the bases
before signing off:  “If you can’t
come,” he wrote, “can you get me
your autograph anyway?”

Judge Richard J. Sankovitz, Milwaukee County Circuit
Court, took calls from the public on WTMJ-AM radio on a
variety of criminal law issues with Atty. Marla Stephens of
the State Public Defender’s Office’s Appellate Division and
Atty. Rachel Schneider, who chairs the Milwaukee Bar
Association’s Legal Services to the Indigent Committee. In

PEOPLE

Chief Judge Michael N.
Nowakowski

see People on page 17

Judge James R. Kieffer

Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson, in a
photo from The Journal Times (Racine),
high-fiving Jalen Riley, 10.

Photo credit: Ron Kuenstler, The Journal Times

Judge John Franke

Justice Jon P. Wilcox
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Supreme Court video is available

A professional 12-minute videotape on the Wisconsin
Supreme Court, produced in honor of the Court’s 150th
anniversary, is now complete. The tape will play on a
continuous loop in the
Supreme Court Hearing
Room to explain the work of
the Court for the approxi-
mately 200,000 people who
tour the Capitol each year.     

The video illustrates the
Court’s case-deciding and
administrative functions and
includes comments from all
seven justices. It shows the
justices in oral argument,
flipping poker chips in a
private case conference to
pick a majority writer,
working in chambers with
their clerks, and meeting in
open administrative confer-
ence with Interim Director of
State Courts John Voelker.

Funded with a $10,000 grant from the Wisconsin Law
Foundation, the video features the voices and faces of
numerous staff members, including: Supreme Court Clerk

Cornelia G. Clark;
Supreme Court
Marshal Tina
Nodolf; Supreme
Court Assistant
Sherie Sasso;
Supreme Court
Law Clerks Gabe
Bankier Plotkin
and Jonathan
Becker; Judicial
Education
Director David
Hass; Office of
Lawyer
Regulation Intake
Specialists Sheri
Carter and Alice
O’Mahar; and
more. Deputy
District One Court
Administrator

Beth Bishop Perrigo provided voiceover for the video.

Copies of the videotape are available. To inquire, call (608)
264-6256 or e-mail Amanda.todd@courts.state.wi.us.

Chief Justice stresses federal-state
relations at 7th Circuit luncheon

Speaking to an assembly of federal district and court of
appeals judges and magistrate judges from Wisconsin,

Illinois, and Indiana and
several members of the
Wisconsin Supreme Court,
Chief Justice Shirley S.
Abrahamson stressed the
values that the federal and
state courts share and the
importance of a strong rela-
tionship between the two
systems. Her remarks
opened a 7th Circuit Bar
Association luncheon that
featured U.S. Supreme
Court Justice John Paul
Stevens as keynote speaker.

All judges, whether
elected or appointed, must
value their independence
above all else, Abrahamson

said. And the key to safeguarding judicial independence, she
said, is making sure the public knows its worth. “When the
people understand that the role of an independent third
branch of government is not to make popular decisions but
wise ones, when they trust that the system works and have
confidence that they will find a fair and impartial decision-
maker if and when they have a dispute to resolve, then they
will value judicial independence,” she said.

Abrahamson also emphasized the value of communica-
tion between the state and federal judiciaries to improve the
justice system. She recognized three Wisconsin judges
whose experience spans both systems: Judges John L.
Coffey, Thomas E. Fairchild, and William C. Griesbach.
Coffey and Fairchild were justices of the Wisconsin
Supreme Court prior to their appointment to the 7th Circuit
Court of Appeals; Griesbach was a Brown County Circuit
Court judge when he was tapped in April 2002 for the new
judgeship in Wisconsin’s Eastern District – the first to be
located in Green Bay.  She thanked Fairchild for his work as
chairman of the Commission on Judicial Elections and
Ethics, a body that the Wisconsin Supreme Court appointed
in 1997 to study the political activities and campaign work
of judges and judicial candidates.    

Snapshots of Wisconsin's legal
history

To honor the 150th anniversary of the Wisconsin
Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals’ 25th, and its own
125th birthday, the State Bar of Wisconsin offered a series
of “snapshot” presentations by historians, judges, and
attorneys at its May convention. State Bar President Patricia

CELEBRATING THE SESQUICENTENNIAL

see Sesquicentennial on page 22

A local make-up artist spiffed up the justices before they went on
camera for the new video about the Wisconsin Supreme Court.
Here, Justice Jon P. Wilcox is readied for his appearance.

In her opening remarks in the video,
Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson
describes the types of cases the
Supreme Court handles and the role of
the Court as leader of the third branch of
government.
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addition to taking calls, they discussed the pressing need to
update the 15-year old eligibility standards for public
defender representation.  

Judge Randy R. Koschnick, Jefferson County Circuit
Court, has been judging mock trials for several years, and
started a team at Oconomowoc High School when his
daughter, Katie, became a student there. An article in The

Freeman (Waukesha) highlighted his involvement with
the program, noting that he put on an end-of-season pizza
party for the Oconomowoc team, and that the Koschnick
family hosted a German exchange student for the school
year who also became a mock trial participant. The judge
told the paper that the mock trial program “helps
[teenagers] learn how to resolve conflicts in a civilized
manner.”

The Journal Times (Racine) was at the Racine County
Courthouse for the arrival of a traveling exhibit that cele-
brates the 150th anniversary of the Wisconsin Supreme
Court. One case featured in the exhibit – the 1927 case in

which the Supreme Court struck down a law that prohibited
the sale of margarine in Wisconsin – brought back memories
for Judge Dennis J. Barry, who recalled his aunt and uncle
crossing the border to buy their favorite spread in Illinois.
Chief Judge Gerald P. Ptacek organized the exhibit’s visit,
setting up a reception and luncheon following the unveiling
event. 

“County watching over guardians more closely”
headlined a story in The Janesville Gazette about an effort
by the Rock County Circuit Court to revamp policies and

procedures for guardianships. The project began after the
judges discovered that several guardians were not
properly maintaining their wards’ accounts. Judge James
P. Daley told The Gazette that better guidelines for the
appointed guardians will be enacted and that the court
will be alerted if the required annual reports from the
guardians are not filed on time. “Over the last number of
years, the level of review hasn’t been what it should have
been,” said Judge John W. Roethe. “So now it’s going to
get back to where it should be.”

Judge Michael T. Lucci, Douglas County Circuit
Court, spoke with The Daily Telegram (Superior) about the
changes he has witnessed in his 18 years on the bench. He
named an increase in pro se litigants, technological
advances, and the advent of court-connected alternative
dispute resolution programs such as teen court and restora-

tive justice as the biggest changes. Lucci said one
negative development has been an increase in litigants
who lack respect for authority. 

Catching up on backlogged cases has proven chal-
lenging for Judge George L. Glonek, Douglas County
Circuit Court. Glonek knew when he started his duties as
judge there was going to be some catch up after Judge
Joseph McDonald became ill and then passed away in
August 2002. Glonek is hoping to erase the backlog by
the end of this year by adding a few extra cases to his
schedule each week. He told The Daily Telegram
(Superior) that people have understood the delays.
Judge Daniel S. George, Columbia County Circuit

Court, praised the Court Appointed Special Advocates

(CASA) program in Columbia County as a wonderful
resource whose volunteers perform a very valuable service
to the court. He told the News-
Republic (Baraboo) that the program
is “another check and balance” to
ensure that children are receiving
the kinds of services warranted and
ordered by the court. Trained CASA
volunteers monitor children
involved in CHIPS cases to help
ensure they are safe and that court
orders regarding their care are being
followed.

Waukesha County has seen an
increase in lawsuits recently causing the county’s judges to
set ambitious goals for resolving cases in a shorter period.
Last year Judges J. Mac Davis, Lee S. Dreyfus Jr., Donald
Hassin Jr., and Robert Mawdsley agreed to set high goals
for reducing the time it takes to resolve cases, reported The
Freeman (Waukesha). The judges’ goals are to dispose of 90
percent of civil cases in less than a year, and 95 percent in
less than 18 months.  Hassin acknowledged in the
newspaper that those goals are “extremely ambitious” but
expressed confidence that they could be achieved.

Judge Molly E. GaleWyrick,
Polk County Circuit Court, is one of
three women that have been elected
to the top judicial seats for Polk
County. The Inter-County Leader
(Frederic) reported that they are the
first women ever elected to these
high positions in Polk County. The
other two women elected were
District Attorney Karen Smith and
Sheriff Ann Hraychuck.
Hraychuck was reelected to a
second term.

Judge Ralph M. Ramirez, Waukesha County Circuit
Court, spoke at a ceremony opening La Casa’s Centro Legal,
which provides legal services to low income litigants.
“Centro Legal can ensure people have a fair shake in court,”
Ramirez said. Atty. Paul Hauer of Centro Legal told The
Freeman (Waukesha) that the center, which offers bilingual
legal services, is not exclusively for Spanish-speaking
people. 

As keynote speaker at the Hustisford High School annual
Family Learning Day, Judge Daniel W. Klossner, Dodge
County Circuit Court, encouraged 4-H members to be
responsible to their communities as well as their families.
He noted that the concept of “family” evolves over a
person’s lifetime and encouraged the students to view the
larger community as an extension of their families, and to
commit themselves to work that will improve the
community. Klossner’s speech was reported in the
Watertown Daily Times.

Courthouse construction and remodeling projects are
making the news. In Dane County, Chief Judge Michael N.
Nowakowski is cautiously optimistic about a plan to

PEOPLE continued from page 15

see People on page 21

Judge Randy R.
Koschnick

Judge John W. Roethe

Judge George L.
Glonek

Judge Daniel S.
George

Judge Molly E.
GaleWyrick
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has been a finalist for this prestigious award; Karen Leone
de Nie, a former program assistant to the Wisconsin
Supreme Court, was cited in 2000.

‘Women in Law’ announced

The Wisconsin Law Journal has named Judges Patricia
S. Curley, Wisconsin Court of Appeals, District I; and
Ramona A. Gonzalez, La Crosse County Circuit Court; and
Court Information Officer Amanda K. Todd as ‘Women in
Law’ for 2003. 

The newspaper honors 10 outstanding women each year
for their contributions to the Wisconsin justice system. The
other seven honorees are: Atty. Katja Kunzke, Wisconsin
Lawyers Mutual Insurance Co., Madison; Attorney General
Peg Lautenschlager, Madison; Judge Margaret Dee
McGarity, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Milwaukee; Atty.
Maureen A. McGinnity, Foley & Lardner, Milwaukee; Atty.
Susan R. Steingass, Habush, Habush & Rottier, Madison
(Steingass soon will leave private law practice to join the
University of Wisconsin Law School faculty); Prof. Phoebe
Weaver Williams, Marquette Law School, Milwaukee; and
Atty. Mary K. Wolverton, Peterson, Johnson & Murray,
Milwauke.

Eastern District Bar honors five

The Eastern District of Wisconsin Bar Association
(EDWBA), established one year ago, will honor five
lawyers and judges at its first annual meeting on June 18 at
the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee.

Atty. Nathan A. Fishbach, president of the EDWBA,
announced the honorees:

! U.S. District Judge J.P. Stadtmueller, who will receive
the Judge Robert W. Warren Public Service Award;

! United States Bankruptcy Judge Russell E. Eisenberg,
who will receive the Judge Dale E. Ihlenfeldt
Bankruptcy Award;

! Atty. Franklyn M. Gimbel, who will receive the Judge
Myron L. Gordon Lifetime Achievement Award; and

! Attys. Hannah Dugan and D. Michael Guerin, who will
receive the Founder’s Award for their instrumental role
in the formation of the EDWBA. "

For more information regarding the EDWBA, contact EDWBA
Executive Director Tia Torhorst at (414) 276-5933.

AWARDS (continued from page 2)

as well as a mock trial showcasing the acting talents of
Judge Robert A. Haase in the role of Bob B. Blacksheep,
who was charged with stealing
Mary Goodie-Two-Shoes’ lunch
(the students on the jury
acquitted Blacksheep). Judge
Thomas J. Gritton conducted a
mock voir dire. Elsewhere in the
courthouse, students could visit
the 911 dispatch center and the
family court counseling office,
meet the K-9 unit, and climb
around in an emergency vehicle.
Judge Barbara Hart Key and
Court Commissioner Daniel
Bissett worked with a small committee of the county bar
association to plan the events. "

Oshkosh-area teens conducted a Teen Court
demonstration in Judge Thomas J. Gritton's
courtroom in the Winnebago County
Courthouse.

Law Day continued from page 10

Judge James W. Rice
Monroe County Circuit Court

Reserve Judge James W. Rice,
who served on the bench in
Monroe County Circuit Court
from 1964 through 1995, and was
chief judge of the Seventh
Judicial Administrative District,
died of prostate cancer on May
30. He was 78. 

A 1950 graduate of the
University of Wisconsin Law
School, Rice practiced law in
Sparta for 14 years before being
appointed as a county judge on March 1, 1964. He was
instrumental in the court reorganization of 1978, serving on
the legislative committee that designed the new system.
Court reorganization eliminated the county courts in favor
of a single-level trial court system and created the
Wisconsin Court of Appeals.  

Rice retired on July 31, 1995 but continued to serve as a
reserve judge while maintaining a private law practice in
mediation and arbitration.

Prior to law school, Rice served in World War II as a
medic with the 4th Infantry Division in Europe. He won the
Purple Heart after being hit with shell fragments from a
cannon.

Rice’s wife, Barbara Hughes Rice, and his three sons,
two daughters, and eight grandchildren survive him. "

OBITUARIES (cont. from page 7)

Judge James W. Rice
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Anderson, in contrast, is a lifelong resident of Bayfield
County and a partner in the law firm of Spears, Carlson &
Anderson. He runs a general practice and serves as
municipal attorney for several communities. He also sits on
the District 11 committee for the investigation of complaints
against lawyers. 

Anderson received his bachelor’s degree from Luther
College and graduated from the William Mitchell College of
Law in 1989. 

Brown County Circuit Court, Branch 4
Kendall M. Kelley

Judge Kendall M. Kelley, appointed by Gov. Scott
McCallum in 2002 to fill a vacancy created by Judge
William C. Griesbach’s appointment to the federal
bench, won election to a full six-year term in April. His
opponent was De Pere Atty. Marc A. Hammer.

Kelley was an assistant district attorney for four
years prior to his judicial appointment. He helped to
establish a municipal court for the Town of Suamico
and served as the court’s first judge. 

Kelley received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from the University of Dallas and earned his law degree
from Marquette Law School in 1987. Before becoming

a prosecutor, he worked in private practice and spent nearly
four years in the U.S. Navy’s Judge Advocate General’s
Corps. 

Burnett County Circuit Court
Michael J. Gableman

Judge Michael J. Gableman, an appointee of Gov.
Scott McCallum who took the bench in Burnett County
in September 2002 after Judge James Taylor retired,
successfully stopped a challenge from the county’s
district attorney, Kenneth L. Kutz.

Prior to being appointed to the Burnett County
Circuit Court, Gableman lived in Appleton and served
briefly as an administrative law judge for the
Department of Workforce Development. From 1999-
2002, he was Ashland County district attorney; prior to
this, he was an assistant prosecutor in Marathon County
for one year and in Langlade County for two years.

Dane County Circuit Court, Branch 6
Shelley Gaylord

Dane County’s new Juvenile Division judge is
Shelley Gaylord, who has served as Madison’s full-time
municipal judge since 1993. She defeated Atty. Michael
S. Anderson, a partner in the law firm of Axley
Brynelson, in the race to replace Judge Richard J.
Callaway, who is retiring after 13 years on the bench. 

Gaylord was elected to the municipal court bench in
1993 and has been re-elected twice. Prior to becoming
a municipal judge, Gaylord spent 13 years in private
practice, where she focused on juvenile law. She has
served as an instructor for the University of Wisconsin
Law School’s Legal Defense Project and teaches at

circuit court and municipal court seminars. She also is co-
founder of the Dane County Bar Association’s training

programs for family law mediators and guardians ad litem
and past-president of the board of directors for the Domestic
Abuse Intervention Service.

Green County Circuit Court
James R. Beer

Judge James R. Beer, seeking
his second term as Green
County’s judge, fended off a
challenge from Atty. Roger D.
Sturdevant, an assistant state
public defender.

Beer was appointed by Gov.
Tommy Thompson in October
1996 and was elected to a full
term the following April. Prior to
becoming a judge, Beer was a
Green County court commissioner
for eight years. He also served a term on the county board
and was the county’s district attorney for two years in the
1970s.

Beer earned his undergraduate degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and his law degree from
Marquette Law School.

Milwaukee County Circuit Court, Br. 12
David L. Borowski

Milwaukee Municipal Court
Commissioner David L. Borowski
defeated Assistant District Atty.
Audrey Skwierawski and will
replace Skwierawski’s father,
Chief Judge Michael J.
Skwierawski, who is retiring after
25 years on the bench.

A 1991 graduate of Marquette
University Law School, Borowski
has been a sole practitioner since
1996. His practice emphasizes personal injury, civil litiga-
tion, and business and commercial law. As a municipal court
commissioner since 1998, Borowski presides at pretrial
conferences, taking pleas, sentencing, reviewing warrant
returns, and conducting in custody hearings.

Borowski is also chair of the Milwaukee Administrative
Review Appeals Board, a body that reviews the actions of
city authorities.  

Polk County Circuit
Court, Branch 2
Robert H. Rasmussen

Judge Robert H. Rasmussen,
on the bench in Polk County
Circuit Court since 1991, fought
off a challenge by Osceola Atty.
Timothy J. Laux to win election
to a third term as Polk County’s
Branch 2 judge. 

Rasmussen is a La Crosse

Election continued from page 6

Judge Kendall M. Kelley

Judge Michael J.
Gableman

Judge Shelley Gaylord

see Election on page 20

Judge James R. Beer

Judge David L. Borowski

Judge Robert H.
Rasmussen
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native who served as Polk County district attorney and spent
14 years in private practice before becoming a judge. He is
also a member of the Juvenile Jury Instructions Committee. 

Rasmussen earned his bachelor’s degree from the
University of Wisconsin-River Falls and his law degree from
the University of Wisconsin Law School. 

Sheboygan County Circuit Court, Br. 4
Terence Bourke

Sheboygan County Court
Commissioner Terence Bourke
defeated Atty. Mary Lynne
Donohue in the race for
Sheboygan County’s Branch 4
seat, being vacated by Judge John
B. Murphy, who will retire this
summer. 

Bourke has been a Sheboygan
County court commissioner for 14
years. He presides over misde-
meanor and felony bail hearings,

domestic abuse injunction hearings, traffic and ordinance
returns, and initial civil commitment hearings. He also spent
four years as an assistant district attorney in the county.

Bourke earned his bachelor’s degree from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison and his law degree from De Paul
University College of Law. He is currently president of the
Wisconsin Family Court Commissioners Association and
past-president of the Sheboygan County Bar Association.

Waukesha County Circuit Court, Branch 4
Paul F. Reilly

Atty. Paul F. Reilly defeated Reserve Judge Ness
Flores in the race for Waukesha County’s Branch 4
seat, which Judge Patrick L. Snyder has held for more
than 25 years. Snyder is retiring this summer.

Reilly has practiced with Hippenmeyer, Reilly,
Moodie & Blum, S.C. since his 1987 graduation from
the University of Wisconsin Law School. He concen-
trates on litigation work in the state and federal courts
and has a special interest in “bad faith” cases, which he
litigates on behalf of people with medical bills that their
insurance companies refuse to pay. 

Reilly has been very active in both the legal profes-
sion and the Republican Party. He is a past-president of the
Waukesha County Bar Association and served 1995-2000,
on the State Bar Board of Governors, where he sat on the
Executive and Finance committees. 

Election continued from page 19

Judge Paul F. Reilly

Judge Terence Bourke

see Election on page 21

James Babler
Barron County Circuit Court, Br. 1

Gov. Jim Doyle appointed
Barron County District Atty.
James C. Babler in March to the
Barron County Circuit Court,
filling a vacancy created by Judge
James C. Eaton’s retirement.
Babler will need to run for
election to the seat in April 2004.

Babler became a prosecutor in
1979, shortly after graduating
from the University of Wisconsin
Law School. He served briefly as

an assistant district attorney in Barron County and then in
Polk County before being elected in 1983 as Barron County
district attorney. In 2001, the Wisconsin District Attorneys
Association named him ‘Prosecutor of the Year.’

Babler has been active in court administration, serving as
a member of the Planning and Policy Advisory Committee
from 1991-97, and as a member of the Records Management
Committee, a position he has held since 2002.

Babler and his wife, Susan, have two daughters, ages 10
and 3. Prior to becoming a judge, he was active in the
Democratic Party. He also is a lay leader in the First United
Methodist Church and serves on the board of directors of the
Barron Area Community Center. 

Dennis C. Schuh
Juneau County Circuit Court

In early June, the governor
appointed Juneau County District
Atty. Dennis C. Schuh to the
bench in Juneau County. He
replaces Judge John W. Brady,
who died in March at age 58 (see
separate story, page 7). Schuh
will need to seek election to the
seat in April 2005. 

Schuh has served as district
attorney in this single-judge
county since 1991. Prior to this,
he spent nine years in private practice as a partner in the
small, rural firm of Thompson and Schuh, S.C. Since 1984,
he has taught business law at Western Wisconsin Technical
College. 

Schuh earned his law degree from California Western
School of Law in San Diego and his bachelor’s degree from
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

He is married to Diane, and the couple has a daughter
and two sons, ages 11, 14, and 15. Schuh’s interests include
hunting and fishing. "

NEW FACES

Judge James Babler
Judge Dennis C. Schuh
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remodel the second floor of the City-County Building for a
new juvenile detention facility after the courts move into the
new courthouse slated for completion in late 2004.
Nowakowski told The Capital Times that the current

juvenile detention facility is so small that
segregating kids by age, gender, or type of
offense is nearly impossible. There also is
little space for tutoring and recreation. But
while a larger facility will be an improve-
ment, Nowakowski expressed concern about
the fact that it will be two blocks away from
the new courthouse. “The detention facility
needs to be in or adjacent to the courthouse,”
he said. “As soon as you move it away at all,
you get into transporting the kids, creating a
huge operating expense.”

Monroe County also is in the process of
planning a new justice center and the Monroe
County Property and Purchasing Committee
is discussing the final design. Patrick
Brummond, District Seven court adminis-
trator, is providing technical assistance to
help ensure that the two courtrooms are
workable. The Tomah Journal reported that
the committee is currently considering a
three-level justice center with 132-bed jail
component.

The Leader-Telegram (Eau Claire) high-
lighted a new program in Dunn County that
helps to match offenders with community
service projects. When a judge orders
community service, the offender must report
to the Dunn County Jail to sign up for work;

s/he is then matched with a project from one of the 25 local
organizations that have requested workers. Circuit Court
Judges Rod W. Smeltzer and William C. Stewart Jr. have
ordered offenders to complete approximately 140 hours of
community service since Jan. 1, and Stewart told the
newspaper that he expects to see more requests for
community service as the District Attorney’s Office and
defense counsel recognize it as a viable component of a
sentence. "

PEOPLE continued from page 17

'Mission creep,' pro se litigation,
and interpreters are a few of the
topics Chief Judge Michael J.
Skwierawski discussed with host
Dave Melnick during a May 26
appearance on WTMJ-AM Radio.
Skwierawski, who will retire this
summer, shared observations from
his 25 years on the bench in
Milwaukee County. Joining
Skwierawski was Judge Richard J.
Sankovitz, who has served on the
bench for seven years. The judges
also touched on the effects of tele-
vision in court and the public's
changing views on crime and
punishment. 

Waukesha County Circuit Court, 
Branch 10
Linda Van De Water 

Atty. Linda Van De Water, a former administrative
law judge, won election to Waukesha County’s Branch
10 after Judge Marianne E. “Teddy” Becker, the
incumbent, died during the campaign (see separate
story in Obituaries).  Becker, who became the first
woman on the bench in Waukesha County 18 years
ago, remained on the ballot and received 21,000 votes
to Van De Water’s 31,000. 

Van De Water took over in Branch 10 effective
May 5 in order to deal with a growing backlog of
cases.   

Prior to becoming a judge, she was an attorney for
the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing.
She also served as a Waukesha County prosecutor and,

in 1998, was the Republican Party candidate for attorney
general, unsuccessfully challenging Jim Doyle. In 2000, she
applied for appointment to the seat held by retiring Judge
Joseph Wimmer. Then-Gov. Tommy Thompson chose
Michael O. Bohren for that seat.

Wood County Circuit Court, Branch 3
Edward F. Zappen Jr.

Judge Edward F. Zappen Jr.,
on the bench in Wisconsin Rapids
for 18 years, won a fourth term in
April, defeating challenger John P.
Henkelmann, a Wood County
assistant district attorney. 

Zappen was born in Oklahoma
City but is a lifelong resident of
Wood County. He worked in
private practice for six years prior
to taking the bench in 1985, and
also served as Wood County
district attorney for three years in
the 1970s. He retired from the U.S. Air Force Reserves in
1989 as a lieutenant colonel.    

Zappen has been active in court administration, serving
on the Consolidated Court Automation Programs (CCAP)
Functions Committee and the Jury Instructions Committee.
He also has served as an associate dean of the Wisconsin
Judicial College. "

Judge Edward F.
Zappen Jr.

Election continued from page 20

Judge Linda Van De
Water

Christopher Ochoa, who served 12 years in a Texas prison
for a murder he did not commit, recently accepted a donation
of $664.00 toward his law school expenses from Chief Judge
Michael N. Nowakowski. The judges attending the 2003
Criminal Law Institute were so moved after hearing Ochoa's
story that they collectively contributed the money at the
institute. Staff Atty. Colleen Kennedy was instrumental in the
collection. Ochoa, who will begin law school in the fall at the
University of Wisconsin, hopes to work on the Wisconsin
Innocence Project, the law school program that helped to free
him.
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K. Ballman and Deputy Attorney General Mary
Burke organized the event. 

Moderator Colleen D. Ball, a Milwaukee
appellate lawyer, kept the pace fast and lively,
restricting each speaker to 15 minutes. All nine
presentations won accolades from the audience,
but perhaps the best received was Judge Maxine
A. White’s presentation on the changing face of
the legal profession. The full list of presentations
is as follows:  

Independence and Integrity: Arms in the
Capitol to Deficits in the Budget 
Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson

The Court’s Past, Our Future
Justice Ann Walsh Bradley 

The Death Penalty in Wisconsin
Atty. Dean A. Strang, Federal
Defender Services of Eastern
Wisconsin Inc., Milwaukee

Raising the Bar: If It's So Good,
Why Need It Be Mandatory?
Atty. Patricia Kling Ballman, State
Bar president

The Changing Face of the Legal Profession
Judge Maxine Aldridge White, Milwaukee County
Circuit Court

Individual Liberties and the 1917 Espionage
Act
Atty. Joseph A. Ranney III

Creating the Court of Appeals
Judge Harry G. Snyder, Wisconsin Court of
Appeals, Waukesha

Order in the Court: How the Court of Appeals
Makes Sense of Recurring Issues
Judge Richard S. Brown, Wisconsin Court of
Appeals, Waukesha

Navigating Uncharted Waters: How the Court
of Appeals Changed Appellate Practice
Chief Judge Thomas Cane, Wisconsin Court of
Appeals, Wausau 

Reenactment of Chief
Oshkosh trial planned for
summer 

The trial of Chief Oshkosh, believed to have
taken place in June 1830 and depicted in one of
four murals that hang in the Supreme Court
Hearing Room, will be reenacted in August or
September near Green Bay.

The reenactment will take place at Heritage
Hill State Park, the site of the log cabin

where Chief Oshkosh of the Menominee
Tribe was tried for homicide. Oshkosh
had killed a member of another tribe
to avenge the death of a Menominee,
who was killed in a hunting accident.
Judge James Duane Doty applied the
tribal law, under which Oshkosh’s
action was not a crime, and
acquitted him. The men became

lifelong friends.
Members of the Menominee Tribe

are working with Atty. Bob Flatley, a member of
the Heritage Hill Board of Directors, and with the
Wisconsin Legal History Committee to organize
at least one, and possibly several, reenactments.
Planners have gathered original documents from
the case and are contacting descendants of
Oshkosh and Doty to invite them. "

For more information, contact Interim Director of
State Courts John Voelker at (608) 266-6828 or
e-mail john.voelker@courts.state.wi.us.

Sesquicentennial continued from page 16


