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Coordinator’s
Corner
Thanks to all of you who have
returned your Muni Court ques-
tionnaire. Only a few municipal-
ities did not respond and we still
hope they will get around to it. 

In 1999, the legislature has been
concentrating on the budget bill.
No legislation of interest to
Muni Courts has been passed,
although there are several bills
pending that will affect you.  As
you know, shortly after an Act
affecting muni courts is passed,
the Director of State Courts
Office sends you a copy of it. 
As soon as possible after that, I
try to get an explanation of the
Act and its effects on your court
PLEASE read the material, and
if you have any questions, ask
your municipal attorney, call me
or call an MJ education
committee member.

Elections
Congratulations to all winners!

I am sorry to report that 3 of the 8 sitting judges
who were opposed were defeated.  They are
Judges Dade (Whitewater); Hayes (Darien) and
Sandberg (Denmark).  We will miss them.  The
new judges are:  Steven Spear (Whitewater);
Debbie Wilson (Darien) and Robert McCabe
(Denmark)

If you were reelected, please remember that you
are required to take a new oath of office and get
a new bond.  The original (official) oath and
bond must be filed with the Clerk of Circuit
Court who then sends a certified copy of the
oath to the Director of  State Courts Office.   It
would be appreciated if you would send a copy
of the oath to the Office of Judicial Education
when you send it to the Clerk of Circuit Court.

There is a brand new court in the City of St.
Croix Falls.  The judge is Maren Mayo.

11 other new/relatively new judges will attend
the Municipal Judge Orientation on May 5.

Village of Brooklyn - Sandra Glasier
City of Cornell -- Glenford Logan
City of Cudahy - John Zodrow
Town of Fox Lake - James Rohr
Town of Geneva - Scott Letney
Village of Howard - Greg Schreiber
City of Ladysmith - Sharyl Simpson
Village of Lena - Amy Marquardt
City of Monona - Randy Paul
Village of New Auburn - Scott Rathbun
Town of Norway - Douglas Pachucki

The Village of Wausaukee and the Village of
Belmont have abolished their courts.

Seminars
The first seminar of the year, the Trial Seminar,
was held March 25 & 26 at the Pioneer Inn in
Oshkosh.  72 persons attended the seminar and
it was rated highly.  Several of the faculty
members used PowerPoint in their presentations
and many of the attendees commented on the
enhancement that made to the program as a
whole. 

As always, comments on the seminar ran the
gamut from:

“Round tables almost worthless” to “I enjoyed
the roundtable discussions.  Wish we could have
been able to attend a few more.  Short but very
informative sessions”

Several people also requested a copy of the
opening statement made by the Judge at the
beginning of the mock trial.  That statement is
printed on the back of this Muni View.

The next seminar, with limited enrollment, is the
Municipal Judge Institute to be held May 6 & 7
at the Heidel House.  Approximately 30 smaller
court and/or recently elected judges have signed
up to attend along with the newly elected judges
who will attend the Orientation on May 5 as
well.

Remember:  The 1999-2001 seminar calendar is
on the website - www.courts.state.wi.us under
Judicial Education.

Registration materials for the Special Topic
Seminar to be held in July are included with this
newsletter.
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Errata

There is an error on the Subpoena (Form
E) in the Municipal Judge Manual.  The
form in the book does not include a time for
return of the subpoena.  Enclosed with this
Muni View is a corrected sample
Subpoena.  Please use it to replace Form
E in your Judge Manual.

There is an error on Form R in the
Municipal Court Clerks Manual.  The Post
Office Box is  7993.  Please make this
change in the Manual or ask your clerk to
make it.  The Zip Code is correct.

There is an update for Clerk Form 7. The
address for assessment in Brown County is:
Commun. Services/Economic
Support Services, 111 N. Jefferson St.,
Green Bay, WI 54301.  Tel (920) 448-
6000

Trial Statement
We have now arrived at the time for trials. 
Hopefully, for most of you, this is your first
time at a trial.  Therefore, allow me to take
a moment and explain the trial procedure.

The city has the burden to prove you guilty
by clear, satisfactory and convincing
evidence.  The city will attempt to do this
with either physical evidence or sworn
testimony.  Because the burden of proof is
upon the city, they will present their
evidence first.

After each witness testifies, you will have
the opportunity to cross-examine the City’s
witness.  By cross-examine, I mean to ask
questions of the witness.  There is no
requirement that you exercise your
opportunity to cross-examine.  However, if
you do choose to do so, please remember to
ask questions and not make statement.  You
will have ample opportunity to present your
side of the situation when I ask you to
present your defense at the conclusion of
the City’s case.

When I ask you to present your defense,
you may do so just as the city presented
their case -- through the introduction of
testimony or physical evidence.  If you or a
witness testifies, you or they will be subject
to cross-examination by the city, just as you
had the opportunity to cross examine the
City’s witnesses.

After all the evidence is in, both sides will
have an opportunity to present a short
summation as to why I should rule in their
favor.  Normally I will make a ruling today.
Undoubtedly, someone may disagree with
my ruling.  Either party, you or the city,
may appeal my decision to the county
Circuit Court.

At that time, the tape recorded proceedings
may be reviewed to determine if I made an
error in interpreting the law or if there is no
credible evidence to support my decision. 
You may have a new bench trial, that is a
trial before a judge, similar to the one you
will have today except before a Circuit
Court judge, or you may have a new trial
before a jury of your peers in  Circuit Court.

Before we begin, do you have any
questions?

Advisory Opinions
You should be receiving a copy of the
Ethics Advisory Opinions with your copy of
The Third Branch.  If you are not, pleae
notify Amanda Todd at the Director of State
Courts Office in the Capitol


