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Coordinator’s 
Corner 
 
Summer is over and a beautiful fall has 
arrived.  I hope you all were able to enjoy 
the summer warmth and  sunshine. 
 
The Manual Committee will be meeting in 
early December.  We would appreciate it if 
you would take a few minutes to think 
about how you use the Manual and what, 
if anything, would make it better.  Then, 
just  
drop a line, a fax or an e-mail to me and I 
will bring it up with the committee. 
 
There seem to be a lot of communities 
that are considering creating a municipal 
court. If you hear of one in your area, 
please let us know so that we can contact 
those who are looking into it and offer our 
services. 
 
We have had a few calls regarding the 
200-2001 Municipal Judge Education Fee. 
The fee will remain at $550 for May 1 2001 
to April 30, 2002.  Invoices will be mailed 

in January and will be due by the end of 
March. 
 

A New Attorney 
General Opinion 
 
In an opinion captioned “Municipal 
courts have statutory authority to order 
the parents of a juvenile to pay a 
forfeiture imposed on their child for 
violating a non-traffic municipal 
ordinance” the AG has clarified an issue 
that has been discussed among municipal 
judges for the last year.   
 
According to the opinion, municipal court 
can use Wis. Stat. § 938.45(1r)(b) to 
impose a forfeiture on a parent who has 
custody of the juvenile for the violation 
of an ordinance by his/her/their child. 
 
In order to impose the forfeiture on the 
parent, however, a judge must find that 
the parent has the ability to pay it within 
12 months.  In addition, under Wis. Stat. 
§938.45(2), the court must hold a hearing 
at which the parent is present before 
imposing the forfeiture.   
 
If the parent accompanies the child to the 
child’s appearance, the hearing can be 
held immediately.  However,  if the parent 
wishes to retain counsel , you should 
allow him/her/them time to do so and 
reschedule the hearing for another date. 
 
The Municipal Judge Manual Committee 
had stated that the only time a parent 
could be ordered to pay a forfeiture for 
the offense of a juvenile was in truancy 
cases.  This decision expands that 
authority and the 2001 Manual update  
will reflect that. 
 
Caution is urged in the use of this 

authority.  There may be some family 
situations in which the imposition of a 
forfeiture on the parent will result in 
unintended consequences to the child. 
Judges may also want to consider what 
they are going to do if a parent fails to 
pay.  

Seminars 
 
Our seminar year is ¾ over and it has 
been an excellent one.  All of the seminars 
have received great reviews, and most of 
you have attended at least one of them.  
The final judge seminar for 1999-2000 will 
be March 22 & 23 at the Paper Valley Inn 
in Appleton.  The seminar is the Special 
Topic Seminar, and tentative plans are 
that it will cover dealing with out-of-the-
ordinary people and situations. We hope 
to have a large turnout and especially 
look forward to seeing all those who have 
not yet attended a seminar this education 
year  
 
The Clerk Seminar, to be held November 9 
& 10 at the Mead Inn in Wisconsin 
Rapids will be so well attended that extra 
rooms had to be blocked at the 
AmericInn, a few blocks away.  Over 150 
persons are already signed up. 
 

 
Resignations/New 
Judges 
 
Since July, three judges have resigned 
and been replaced.  In the Village of 
Sturtevant, Robert Niemiec has replaced 
Deb Schenkenberg; in Green Bay, 
Timothy Hinkfuss was appointed to 
replace Mark Warpinski who was 
elected to the Circuit Court; and in the 
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Village of DeForest, David Grove  has been 
appointed to replace Phil Goedderz. 
 
We will miss the judges who have 
resigned but welcome the new judges and 
hope they will find the municipal judging 
experience to be an enjoyable one. 
 
 
 
 


