
Holding Advanced Fees in Trust 
 

Supreme Court Rule 20:1.5(f) 
 

(f)   Except as provided in SCR 20:1.5(g), unearned fees and funds 
advanced by a client or 3rd party for payment of fees shall be held in trust 
until earned by the lawyer, and withdrawn pursuant to SCR 20:1.5(h).  
Funds advanced by a client or 3rd party for payment of costs shall be held in 
trust until the costs are incurred. 

 
 
 
 

Alternative to  
Holding Advanced Fees in Trust 

 
Supreme Court Rule 20:1.5(g) 

 
(g) A lawyer who accepts advanced payments of fees may deposit 

the funds in the lawyer's business account, provided that review of the 
lawyer's fee by a court of competent jurisdiction is available in the 
proceeding to which the fee relates, or provided that the lawyer complies 
with each of the following requirements: 

(1)  Upon accepting any advanced payment of fees pursuant 
to this subsection, the lawyer shall deliver to the client a notice in 
writing containing all of the following information:   

a. The amount of the advanced payment.   

b. The basis or rate of the lawyer's fee.   

c. Any expenses for which the client will be 
responsible.  

d. The lawyer's obligation to refund any unearned 
advanced fee, along with an accounting, at the termination of 
the representation. 

e.  The lawyer's obligation to submit any unresolved 
dispute about the fee to binding arbitration within 30 days of 
receiving written notice of the dispute.  

f. The ability of the client to file a claim with the 
Wisconsin Lawyers' Fund for Client Protection if the lawyer fails 
to provide a refund of unearned advanced fees. 



(2) Upon termination of the representation, the lawyer shall 
deliver to the client in writing all of the following:  

a. A final accounting, or an accounting from the date 
of the lawyer's most recent statement to the end of the 
representation, regarding the client's advanced fee payment.  

b. A refund of any unearned advanced fees and costs.  

c. Notice that, if the client disputes the amount of the 
fee and wants that dispute to be submitted to binding 
arbitration, the client must provide written notice of the dispute 
to the lawyer within 30 days of the mailing of the accounting.  

d. Notice that, if the lawyer is unable to resolve the 
dispute to the satisfaction of the client within 30 days after 
receiving notice of the dispute from the client, the lawyer shall 
submit the dispute to binding arbitration. 

(3) Upon timely receipt of written notice of a dispute from the 
client, the lawyer shall attempt to resolve that dispute with the client, 
and if the dispute is not resolved, the lawyer shall submit the dispute 
to binding arbitration with the State Bar Fee Arbitration Program or a 
similar local bar association program within 30 days of the lawyer's 
receipt of the written notice of dispute from the client.  

(4) Upon receipt of an arbitration award requiring the lawyer 
to make a payment to the client, the lawyer shall pay the arbitration 
award within 30 days, unless the client fails to agree to be bound by 
the award of the arbitrator. 


