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(g) Record-keeping requirements for all trust accounts. 

(1) Record retention.  A lawyer shall maintain and preserve complete 

records of trust account funds, all deposits and disbursements, and other trust property 

and shall preserve those records for at least 6 years after the date of termination of the 

representation.  Electronic records shall be backed up by an appropriate storage device. 

The office of lawyer regulation shall publish guidelines for trust account recordkeeping. 

(2) Record production.  All trust account records have public aspects related 

to a lawyer's fitness to practice.  Upon request of the office of lawyer regulation, or upon 

direction of the supreme court, the records shall be submitted to the office of lawyer 

regulation for its inspection, audit, use, and evidence under any conditions to protect the 

privilege of clients that the court may provide.  The records, or an audit of the records, 

shall be produced at any disciplinary proceeding involving the lawyer, whenever 

material.   

(3) Standard of proof. A lawyer's failure to promptly deliver trust property to 

a client or 3rd party entitled to that trust property, promptly submit trust account records 

to the office of lawyer regulation, or promptly provide an accounting of trust property to 

the office of lawyer regulation shall result in a presumption that the lawyer has failed to 

hold trust property in trust, contrary to SCR 20:1.15(b)(1).  This presumption may be 

rebutted by the lawyer's production of records or an accounting that overcomes this 

presumption by clear, satisfactory, and convincing evidence. 

 

 


