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1. Advocacy Handbook: A Guide to Implementing the Recommendations of the Consensus
Project Report

A how-to guide for advocates who want to improve the response to people with mental illnesses who
are in contact with the criminal justice system. The Advocacy Handbook reflects a shared effort
among NAMI (the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill), the National Mental Health Association
(NMHA), the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors (NASMHPD), the Bazelon
Center for Mental Health Law, and the Criminal Justice / Mental Health Consensus Project. Available
at http://consensusproject.org/jc_publications/the-advocacy-handbook-a-guide-to-implementing-
recommendations-of-the-criminal-justice-slash-mental-health-consensus-

project/advocacy handbook all.pdf

2. Consensus Project Report Overview

Provides a brief summary of the Justice Center’s landmark Criminal Justice/Mental Health Consensus
Project Report, which was written by Justice Center staff and representatives of leading criminal
justice and mental health organizations. The Report, which reflects the results of a series of meetings
among 100 of the most respected criminal justice and mental health practitioners in the country, was
released in June 2002. Available at http://consensusproject.org/downloads/overview.pdf

Law Enforcement

1. Improving Responses to People with Mental Illnesses: Strategies for Effective Law
Enforcement Training

Serves as a practical handbook written for law enforcement personnel and staff at other agencies who
are planning a training initiative that will support a CIT, co-response, or other type of specialized law
enforcement-based response program, as well as for individuals looking to enhance an existing
training initiative. Available at http://consensusproject.org/jc_publications/strategies-for-effective-
law-enforcement-training/le-trgstrategies.pdf

2. Improving Responses to People with Mental Illnesses: The Essential Elements of a
Specialized Law Enforcement-Based Program

Articulates 10 essential elements for specialized law enforcement-based response programs in
interacting with people with mental illnesses and provides a common framework for program design
and implementation that will promote positive outcomes while being sensitive to every jurisdiction's
distinct needs and resources. Available at http://consensusproject.org/downloads/le-

essentialelements.pdf

3. Law Enforcement Responses to People with Mental Illnesses: A Guide To Research-Informed
Policy and Practice

Examines studies on law enforcement interactions with people with mental illnesses and translates
the findings to help policymakers and practitioners develop safe and effective interventions.
Supported by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, it reviews research on the scope
and nature of the problem and on a range of law enforcement responses. Available at
http://consensusproject.org/jc_publications/law-enforcement-responses-to-people-with-mental-
illnesses/le-research.pdf




4. Law Enforcement Responses to People with Mental Illnesses: Customizing Responses to
Jurisdictions' Needs and Characteristics

Explores the program design process for a variety of Specialized Policing Responses (SPR) models-
including crisis intervention teams, law enforcement/mental health co-response teams, and case
management approaches-that take into account such factors as jurisdiction size, demographics,
mental health and law enforcement agency resources, and relevant state laws. It also considers how
the design may vary depending on the type of problem (such as officer and public safety, frequent
repeat calls for service, inefficient or ineffective use of resources, and poor outcomes for people with
mental illnesses) that jurisdiction leaders most want to address. Available at
http://consensusproject.org/jc_publications/tailoring le responses/Tailoring LE Initiatives.pdf

Courts

1. Essential Elements of a Mental Health Court

Outlines 10 elements essential to mental health court design and implementation and provides
background on why each element is important and how courts can adhere to it. Available at
http://consensusproject.org/jc publications/essential-elements-of-a-mental-health-court

2. Guide to Mental Health Court Design and Implementation

Explains critical issues such as determining whether to establish a mental health court, defining the
target population, ensuring confidentiality, sustaining the court, and other key considerations.
Available at http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/guide-to-mental-health-court-
implementation/Guide-MHC-Design.pdf

3. A Guide to Collecting Mental Health Court Outcome Data

Describes practical strategies for collecting data and evaluating the effectiveness of mental health
courts. Written for mental health court practitioners and policymakers who want to measure the
impact of court-based programs. Available at
http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/guide-to-collecting-mental-health-court-outcome-
data/MHC-Outcome-Data.pdf

4. Guide to the Role of Crime Victims in Mental Health Courts

Details how the nontraditional operations of mental health courts contribute to limited victims’ rights
policies and recommends practical solutions for improving them. The guide also includes examples
of how some mental health and other specialty courts have successfully addressed this challenge.
Available at http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/guide-to-the-role-of-crime-victims-in-
mental-health-courts/guidetocvinmhc.pdf

5. Judges' Primer on Mental Illness, Addictive Disorders, Co-Occurring Disorders, and
Integrated Treatment

A one-page reference, written for judges, on mental illness, addictive disorders, co-occurring
disorders, and integrated treatment. Available at
http://www.consensusproject.org/downloads/judges-primer.pdf

6. Mental Health Court Learning Sites: Detailed Descriptions

Outline four mental health courts that provide a peer support network for local and state officials
interested in planning a new—or improving upon an existing—mental health court. Available at
http://www.consensusproject.org/mhc-learning-sites




1. Mental Health Courts: A Primer for Policymakers and Practitioners

Provides a general overview of this program model and discusses the emergence of mental health
courts, their objectives and procedures, how they differ from drug courts, and a number of other key
issues. Available at http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/mental-health-courts-a-primer-
for-policymakers-and-practitioners/mhc-primer.pdf

8. Navigating the Mental Health Maze

Provides a crash course for any and all criminal justice professionals who are interested in better
understanding mental illness and the mental health system. Available at
http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/navigating-the-mental-health-maze/Navigating-

MHC-Maze.pdf

Corrections

1. Consensus Project / National Institute of Corrections: Increasing Collaboration between
Corrections and Mental Health Organizations: Kansas Case Study

Describes how leaders of the Departments of Corrections and Social and Rehabilitation Services
collaborated to jointly fund a specialized transition planning program, establish partnerships
between the Department of Corrections and specific community mental health service providers,
improve data sharing between agencies, and develop and manage specialized mental health parole
caseloads. Available at http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/consensus-project-slash-
national-institute-of-corrections-increasing-collaboration-between-corrections-and-mental-health-
organizations-kansas-case-study/kansas-case-study.pdf

2. Consensus Project / National Institute of Corrections: Increasing Collaboration between
Corrections and Mental Health Organizations: Orange County Case Study

Describes how a number of mental illness- and substance abuse-related deaths at the jail prompted
sustained media coverage and urgent calls for reform. These incidents led to the formation of a Jail
Oversight Commission, the construction of a central receiving center for individuals with mental
illnesses and/or substance use disorders who would normally be taken to jail or local emergency
rooms, specialized law enforcement response teams, a pre-trial services program; and a post-
booking treatment diversion program. Available at
http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/consensus-project-slash-national-institute-of-
corrections-increasing-collaboration-between-corrections-and-mental-health-organizations-orange-
county-case-study/orange-county-case-study.pdf

3. Improving Outcomes for People with Mental Illnesses under Community Corrections
Supervision: A Guide to Research-Informed Policy and Practice

Reviews the body of recent research on community corrections supervision for people with mental
illnesses and translates the findings to help officials develop effective interventions. This first-of-its-
kind guide helps program planners and policymakers apply research on promising practices to
improve outcomes for people with mental illnesses under community corrections supervision.
Available at http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/outcomes-mental-illness-community-
corrections/Community-Corrections-Research-Guide.pdf




Community Healthcare

1. Ensuring Timely Access to Medicaid and SSI/SSDI for People with Mental Illness Released
from Prison: An Overview

The Justice Center worked with officials from four states — Texas, Pennsylvania, New York, and
Minnesota - to develop case studies that detail processes and policies implemented in these states to
ensure a seamless and successful reentry for people with mental illness. Understanding the steps
these states have taken, and the challenges that impede their progress, could inform related efforts in
other states. Available at

http://reentrypolicy.org/jc publications/ensuring/Ensuring Timely Access to Medicaid and SSI S
SDI for People with Mental Illness Released from Prison Four State Case_Studies.pdf

2. How and Why Enrollment in Medicaid Matters for People with Serious Mental Illness
Released from Jail

This publication highlights research that indicates that enrollment in Medicaid increases access to
treatment for people with mental illnesses released from jail and that without continuity of care, these
individuals are likely to be reincarcerated. Available at

http://reentrypolicy.org/jc publications/how why/How Why Medicaid.pdf

Victims

1. Responding to People who have been Victimized by Individuals with Mental Illnesses

Highlights issues related to this long-overlooked subset of victims. Policymakers can use this guide to
enhance their understanding of issues related to the rights and safety of victims of crimes committed
by people with mental illnesses. Available at
http://www.consensusproject.org/downloads/responding.pdf

2. Violence Against Women with Mental Illness Issue Brief

Reviews existing literature on mental illness and victimization; provides information on relevant
mental health or victim service programs and resources; and recommends research, methods of
developing policy and programs, and types of training and education to improve services for this
population. Available at http://www.consensusproject.org/jc_publications/violence-against-women-
with-mental-illness-issue-brief/vaw-brief.pdf




