
SCR 70.42 Electronic signatures.  
As amended, April 28, 2016. 
Effective July 1, 2016. 
 
(1) Definitions. In this rule:  
 
(a) "Court official" means a circuit court judge, clerk of circuit court, register in probate, juvenile 
clerk, court commissioner appointed under section 757.68 and SCR 75.02 (1), justice of the 
supreme court, judge of the court of appeals, and the clerk of the supreme and appellate 
courts.  
 
(b) "Electronic signature" means an electronic sound, symbol, or process attached to or logically 
associated with a document and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the 
document. For purposes of the electronic filing system under s. 801.18, stats., a document is 
electronically signed if it is issued by a court official through the court case management system 
and bears the name of the court official in the place where a signature would otherwise appear. 
"Electronic signature" includes only those signature technologies specifically approved by the 
director.  
 
(c) "Signature," for a document that is electronically filed or issued by the court or clerk, means 
either an electronic signature applied to an electronic document or a handwritten signature 
that is subsequently imaged.  
 
 (2) Secure electronic signatures may be provided by the consolidated court automation 
program for use by court officials who sign electronic documents. The electronic signature shall 
be treated as the court official's personal original signature for all purposes under Wisconsin 
statutes and court rules. An electronic signature may be used on all court documents, including 
those documents described in section 137.12 (2m) of the statutes. The official's printed name 
shall be inserted in place of a handwritten signature.  
 
(3) A court official may delegate the use of his or her electronic signature to an authorized 
designee, using the security procedures of the consolidated court automation program. A court 
official is responsible for any use of his or her electronic signature by an authorized designee. 
Court officials shall safeguard the security of their electronic signatures and exercise care in 
delegating the electronic signature.  
 
(4) An electronic signature shall be used only by the official to whom it is assigned and by such 
designees as the official may authorize. Upon learning that the confidentiality of the electronic 
signature has been inadvertently or improperly disclosed, the court official shall immediately 
report that fact to the consolidated court automation program.  
 
(5) Court officials may use their electronic signatures for administrative purposes. If the 
signature of a court official is required on a document, an electronic signature satisfies that 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/801.18
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/137.12(2m)


requirement. Electronically signed documents may be stored electronically for the proper 
retention period.  
 
(6) Electronic signatures may be provided to the director of state courts and such employees as 
the director may designate for administrative purposes. At the discretion of the director, an 
employee may be provided with his or her own electronic signature if appropriate for the 
conduct of official business. The electronic signature shall be treated as the person's original 
signature.  
(7) The chief justice, chief judges, and director of state courts may use their electronic 
signatures for the assignment of judges pursuant to SCR 70.23 and 70.24. A district court 
administrator may be the designee of the chief judges for purposes of judicial assignment.  
 
SCR 70.42 History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 06-07, 2008 WI 35, 305 Wis. 2d xv; Sup. Ct. Order No. 14-
03, 2016 WI 29, filed 4-28-16, eff. 7-1-16. 
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