STATE OF WISCONSIN EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER APPROVING OPERATIONAL PLAN FOR THE SAFE RESUMPTION OF
IN-PERSON PROCEEDINGS AND JURY TRIALS IN OUTAGAMIE COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT

WHEREAS the Wisconsin Supreme Court in light of the COVID 19 Statewide
and National states of emergency has entered certain orders related to the operations of
the Circuit Court regarding in person appearances and jury trials;

WHEREAS on March 22, 2020, the Wisconsin Supreme Court ordered that
although the courts of the State of Wisconsin remain open, all civil and criminal jury
trials scheduled to begin before May 22, 2020 are to continued and rescheduled by the
assigned judge to a date after May 22, 2020,

WHEREAS on March 22, 2020, and as amended on April 15, 2020, the
Wisconsin Supreme Court suspended, until further order of the court, most in-person
hearings in the circuit courts, subject to exceptions for certain matters, including those
approved by the chief judges of each district, if remote technology is not practicable or
adequate to protect constitutional rights of the citizens of Wisconsin;

WHEREAS on March 31, 2020, the Wisconsin Supreme Court issued Interim
Rule 20-02 which suspended statutory deadlines for conducting non-criminal jury trials
until further order of the court;

WHEREAS on May 22, 2020, the Wisconsin Supreme Court ordered that March
22, 2020 order regarding the suspension of jury trials, that Interim Rule 20-02 regarding
suspension of deadlines for non-criminal jury trials, and the April 15, 2020 amended
order regarding remote hearings, are extended for each circuit court until that circuit shall
have prepared an operational plan for the safe resumption of in-person proceedings and
jury trials and the plan shall have been approved by the chief judge of the applicable
administrative district;

WHEREAS on May 22, 2020, the Wisconsin Supreme Court outlined the specific
criteria required in each circuit court operational plan as to how that circuit court will
conduet in-person proceedings and jury trials so as to reduce to the greatest extent
possible the risk of transmission of the virus causes COVID-19 and that promotes the
health and safety of all those present in the courtrooms, jury rooms, and other court.
related confined spaces of that circuit court;




WHEREAS on June 30, 2020, the Honorable Carrie A. Schneider, Presiding
Circuit Judge of Outagamie County, submitted an operational plan regarding resumption
of jury trials and regarding resumption of in-person proceedings which contains a
statement regarding communication with local justice partners regarding the safe
resumption of in-person proceedings and jury trials in that circuit court; a requirement
that all persons who are present in the courtrooms, jury rooms, and other court-related
confined spaces shall .wear face coverings, except as authorized on the record by said
judge; outlines practices for appropriate sanitation/ hygiene of frequently touched
surfaces and the hands of participants; specifies that notices regarding face coverings and
availability of hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes/ sprays in court-related areas will be
appropriately posted and noticed; and incorporates many recommendations made in the
Final Report of the Chief Justice's Task Force;

THEREFORE IT IS ORDERED:

The operational plan for the Outagamie County Circuit Court regarding
procedures and practices for conducting jury trials and other in-person proceedings
during the 2020 public health emergency and pandemic-COVID 19 is hereby approved
and is effective June 29, 2020. All previous orders identified in the May 22, 2020 order
of the Wisconsin Supreme Court cease to apply to the Door County Circuit Court and
that circuit court must continue to follow its operational plan as approved by the chief
judge until further notice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the provisions of this order shall be subject to
further modification or termination by future orders.

Dated this 2™ day of July, 2020.

IRy

n. James A. Morrison
hief Judge, Eighth Judicial District




OPERATING PLAN, PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES FOR THE
RESUMPTION OF IN-PERSON PROCEEDINGS AND JURY TRIALS
IN OUTAGAMIE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Effective Date: July 6, 2020 (In-Person Hearings) and July 10, 2020 (Jury Trials)

Amended Temporary Plan Effective Dates: October 13 to October 30, 2020

Opetational Plan Committee Members:

Joseph Guidote, Outagamie County Corporation Counsel
Mary Dotn, Outagamie County Department Health & Human Services
Carrie LaPlant, State Public Defender

Melinda Tempelis, Outagamie County District Attorney
Paul Farrell, Facilities Director

Bath Bocik, Cletk of Court

Attorney Kevin Lonergan, Public Member

Attorney Kate Seifert, Outagamie County GAL

Lt. Terry Hammen, Sheriff’s Department

Lt. Doug Verheyen, Sheriff’s Department

Hon. Carrie Schneider, Presiding Judge

The above noted stakeholders comprise the Outagamie County Covid-19 Operational Plan
Committee, 2 committee organized to discuss the best practices for the Outagamie County Circuit
Coutts to resume in-petson hearings and jury trials in light of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Committee has met weekly since May 26, 2020 after the Chief Justice’s Wisconsin Courts Covid-
19 Task Force Report was issued. Evaluations of the Outagamie County courtrooms for jury trials
began in April 2020 which included membets of the Operational Plan Committee. Those evaluations
have continued since the final report was issued.

The Committee reviewed, considered and discussed the recommendations of the Wisconsin Statewide
Courts COVID-19 Task Force, which included input and recommendations from Dr. Dennis Maki,
Professor Emetitus of UW School of Medicine and Public Health, and Dr. Robert Golden, Dean of
the UW School of Medicine and Public Health. It should be noted that Corporation Counsel Joseph
Guidote was a member of this Task Force. All members of the Outagamie County judiciaty, Judges
and Commissioners, have reviewed the Task Force Report to ensure compliance.

The goal of the Committee is to develop teasonable practices to ensure the tights of all parties and
the public who come before the Coutt, while recognizing the extraordinary public health concerns
regarding a contagious vitus commonly referred to as COVID-19. The Court must accommodate
practices designed to attempt to avoid exposure and infection of litigants, attorneys, witnesses and
court staff during any coutt hearing and interactions, including jury trials. These procedures and
practices ate developed with the intent to be proactive, recognizing that the Coutts must provide all
constitutional and statutoty protections to the litigants and interested parties as well as the public's
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tight to access. In so doing, we understand it is not possible to ensure absolute safety, but we can be
expected to take reasonable and necessary steps to protect the health of all participants within the
physical limitations of out building and resoutce allocation available to the Court and County. One
significant goal of the plan is to instill public confidence in the Outagamie County Coutt system and
that the Circuit Courts and Qutagamie County ate providing fot the safety of the public and those
utilizing the court system. Furthermore, if necessary, these policies will be strictly enforced by the
Circuit Court to the full extent of its authority to reduce risk and promote the safety of all those who
access the court system.

The Committee will continue to meet regulatly to review new information provided by local public
health officials and the County Office of Risk Management. The Committee will conduct reviews
after jury trials to make appropriate adjustments as needed. The Committee will also review the
procedures for in-person hearings on an on-going basis. The Committee has developed this
opetational plan utilizing the most accurate information available at the time, howevet, recognizes that
given circumstances, future adjustments and revisions may be necessary.

The Committee has teviewed the Task Fotce Report recommendations and discussed on-going best
practices to limit the spread of Covid-19 for Outagamie County litigants, attorneys, staff and the
general public. Qutagamie County has taken numerous measures to ensure the safety of these parties
which includes a present plan to have all but essential departments and employees working temotely
until after Labor Day. In an effort to limit the spread of Covid-19 and after evaluation of current data
trends, this operational plan will allow for resumption of in-person coutt hearings for the following
hearings: DPlea Hearings, Plea and Sentencing Heatings, Sentencing Hearings, Sentencing After
Revocation Hearings, and contested Evidentiaty Heatings starting July 6, 2020. This Committee
recommends this limitation on the types of in-person heatings continue until August 14, 2020. This
date and hearing types will continue to be subject to review and revision by the Committee. Each
individual Outagamie County Branch can decide to continue to hold the aforementioned hearing types
remotely via Pexip. The Committee also apptoves tesumption of juty trials starting July 10, 2020.
Further details for both in-person heatings and juty trials are provided below.

Amendment Effective October 13" to 30", 2020:

The Committee has continued to meet regularly to discuss the most cutrent data on the
Covid-19 pandemic and it's impact on court operations. For the last several weeks, Appleton
and the neighboring communities to the north and south have experienced extteme incteases
in the number of Covid-19 cases. For several weeks, several communities in northeast
Wisconsin have been rated among the highest in the nation in terms of increased cases of
Covid-19. There has been a corresponding significant inctease in the number of Covid
patients in hospitals that serve Outagamie County. A modified order for in-person hearigs
was issued by the 8" Judicial District Chief Judge James Motrison on September 29, 2020
which suspended in-petson hearings in Outagamie and Brown Couities for the time period
of September 30th to October 13th, 2020. 'The Committee has continued to review the current
status of cases and cutrent data since the issuance of that order. Chief Judge Mortison has
continued to provide updated information from medical professionals on the status of cases

in northeast Wisconsin,




As a result of that information, the Committee approves the following changes to the
Operational Plan, on a temporary basis for the time period of October 13 to October 30, 2020.

Juty Ttials — Juty Trials are limited to ctiminal matters with speedy trial demands, for
incarcerated defendants on the pending trial matter and out-of-state detainers. Jury Trials
can also be held for cases with other statutory time limits in mental commitment and juvenile
court matters.

In-Person Hearings — Qutagamie County citcuit courts should continue to hold hearings
using remote means for all matters when possible. During the applicable time period of this
tempotaty otder, in-person hearings ate limited to Criminal matters (CM, CT, and CF files)
fot Plea Hearings, Plea and Sentencing Hearings, Sentencing Hearings, and Sentencing After
Revocation Heatings. The Courts should confirm before these matters are scheduled that
they will proceed to plea and/or sentencing before having parties appeat in person. Hearings
in mental commitment, probate and juvenile matters which requite in-person appearances
can be held in person during this time petiod if requested by the parties. Treatment courts
may hold in-person heatings as needed during this time period. These modifications are
made in an effort to limit the number of parties appearing for court matters in-person.
Additionally, for any matters scheduled to be held in-person, the heatings should be
scheduled with start times 30 minutes apatt.

All hearings with parties being held in the Outagamie County jail should be held with the
patty appearing from the jail duting this time period. Many of the Wisconsin prison facilities
are presently under petriods of quarantine due to significant positive cases within their
facilities in the last several weeks. Given that fact, no individuals should be brought back to
- the Outagamie County Jail from a Wisconsin prison facility for an in-person appearance
duting this time petiod. Parties may still be transported if remote hearings can not be held
in mental commitment o juvenile matters duting this time period. If there are hearings with
special citcumstances (ie: heating impaired parties, those without the capability to appear
remotely), the Courts should first consider any other means to hold the heating or
tescheduling during the time petiod of this temporary order. 'The Courts can consult with
the Presiding Judge if other exceptional citcumstances exist for a hearing during the time
period of this temporary modification,

This temporary amendment to the Operational Plan is subject to further modification or
extension if citcumstances continue to requite it. All othet portions of the Operational Plan
continue to exist during this time period.

Face Coverings

Consistent with the requitements of the Wisconsin Supreme Court Order dated May 22, 2020,
evetyone is to wear a face covering in the couttroom when in-person hearings are being held. The
Committee has agreed that it is approptiate to require those attending coutt hearings weat a face
covering after cleating the secuity check point at the entrance to the Outagamie County Government
Center. Appropriate signage will be posted at the entrance to the building to ensure notice and
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compliance. If a patty indicates they can not wear a face coveting for court heatings/attendance, the
patty will be provided contact information for the approptiate court. Noncompliance will be enforced
by a Judge. SCR 62.02(1)(f) provides direction for those appeating in coutt related to approptiate
attire and appearance in the courtroom, similar tules shall apply to any face coverings worn by a party
in the courtroom.

Face covetings will be required for all participants, including Judges and Court Comimissionets.
Counsel for litigants should make their clients, witnesses, spectators and others who may attend court
aware of the requirement that they should bting a face covering to appeat in coutt, For individuals
required to appeat in coutt, orders to appear and coutt hearing notices will include notice of the face
coveting requirement. In the event a Judge or Commissioner determines it is necessary for a witness
to temove a face covering to testify to assist with a credibility determination, the witness shall either
testify behind a Plexiglas barticade, and at minimum, while wearing a face shield.

Duting jury trials, face coverings will be provided for all jurors, court staff, litigants and witnesses. As
discussed by the Committee there are a wide variety of face covetings available with different levels
of protection. Surgical face coverings will be provided for the parties during jury trials.

In-Person Heatings — Scheduling
See Tempotaty Amendment section for time period of 10/13 to 10/30/20.

It should be a primary goal of each Judge and Cominissioner to continue to use all reasonable efforts
to conduct proceedings remotely. In order to limit the number of persons in the couttrooms and the
courthouse, it is the recommendation of the Committee that evety Judge and Commissioner use best
efforts to continue to conduct all appropriate heatings remotely. By continuing to utilize remote access
to hearings, the number of in-person appearances, and therefore the number of people in the
courtrooms and in the courthouse, will be significantly reduced.

Outagamie County Judges and Commissioners have aggressively adopted video conference and audio
appearances for hearings in the last several months utilizing the Pexip system. The use and
incotporation of this technology has allowed the court to continue functioning at a high level of
efficiency while providing access and equal justice under the law. It will be the policy under this
opetational plan to continue to use Pexip, phone and other means to allow people to gain access to
the courts if personal appearances are not otherwise necessary, requested or needed. The Coutts will,
whenever possible, ask the patties and attorneys what their preferences ate for petsonal or remote
appearance. The Coutts should obtain a waiver of personal appearance for parties for hearings held

remotely.

It is recommended that in-person proceedings, as approved under this plan, only be scheduled as
determined necessary by the Judge or Commissioner; taking into consideration constitutional and
statutory requirements, the nature of the proceedings, requests of the attorneys and litigants, and the
limits of the Government Center. Mass calendaring of in-person hearings at the same time before
Judges and Commissioners should not occut until public health officials provide futther direction that
these types of heatings can safely be held. They should not occur until after Labot Day at the earliest.
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A modified Fast Track Hearing date will be developed. Itis recommended that Coutts use staggered
scheduling of in-person proceedings and other approptiate methods to reduce the number of
individuals in the courtroom and courthouse at one time. It is the recommendation under this plan
that courts should schedule Pexip hearings, before and after, in-person heatings to limit the number
of people in the courtroom at a particular time and to allow sufficient time for cleaning and
disinfecting areas. No back to back in-petson hearings should occur without 2 15 minute break
between hearings to allow for appropriate sanitation and cleaning. A direct request from the
Outagamie County Sheriff under this plan is that hearings for inmates of the Outagamie County Jail
be conducted remotely, if possible, to avoid cross-contamination, It is also a request from Sheriff
Kriewaldt and a recommendation of this Committee that all hearings for inmates of other jails or
ptisons be scheduled remotely. Thete is significant impact to transport of parties on writs from other
institutions that includes possible cross contamination, an imposed quarantine period for the party
and potential impact to the party’s programming.

The needed equipment and supplies designated below have been procured. This Committee has been
working diligently to secure the necessaty equipment and supplies and will continue to use best efforts
to secure the items necessaty to satisfy the recommendations herein. To assist Public Health with any
possible contact tracing requirements, all persons who appeat in petson for court hearings will be
logged onto a form maintained by the Couzt.

Social Distancing within the Government Centet

The Courts will make all reasonable efforts to comply with Federal, State and local recommendations
and Orders regarding social distancing in group functions. All persons not from the same household
who are permitted in the Courthouse will be required to maintain adequate physical/social distancing
of at least six feet. Signage noting these requirements will be posted in approptiate locations to ensure
notice and compliance. Seating in public areas and within the courtrooms will be marked and adjusted
to achieve the appropriate social distancing. Signage will also be placed at the Govetnment Center
entrance to facilitate the best flow of parties from the entrance to the approptiate courtroom.

Courtroom tables and seating for counsel and litigants has been adjusted to comply with social
distancing, However, Courtroom activities do not lend themselves to strict adherence to such
principles when considering the need for attorney-client confidential discussions, adequate view and
sight lines for conducting witness examination, tights of due process, victim rights and the publics’
right to access. If additional parties wish to witness proceedings, they will be provided with instructions
for the ptoceedings remotely utilizing the Pexip system. In addition to limiting seating to
accommodate physical distancing and reducing the number of individuals in the courtroom and
courthouse at a particular time, the Committee has rccommended the limited scheduling policy as

noted.

Coutrtroom Cleaning and Disinfection




Both automated hand sanitizer stations and other hand sanitizer supplies will be used throughout the
courtrooms and offices, so as to provide fot good hand hygiene of all who enter the Government
Center. Signage about the use of these products will also be installed.

The Committee further recommends the courtrooms and public areas of the Clerk of Coutts and
Coutt Commissioners Office, be cleaned after use by the public, to include cleaning surfaces between
heatings and after public use, surface cleaning of tables, chaits, benches, microphones and other
equipment with disinfecting wipes ot other disinfecting cleaners. The Committee tecommends that
those doing the cleaning be provided with gloves. It is also recommended the gallery area of each
courtroom be sprayed with a disinfectant spray between morning and afternoon proceedings. Bxtra
court bailiff staff will rotate between the courtrooms and commissioners’ courtrooms to clean

couttrooms after in-person hearings.

Outagamie County has evaluated the air handling and fresh air exchange system in the courthouse,
Steps were taken to evaluate the capacity to improve fresh air capacity within the building. Alr
putification systems will be utilized in the courtrooms during jury selection, jury trials and jury
deliberations.

County cleaning staff, trained on proper cleaning techniques and provided with appropriate personal
protective equipment and cleaning supplics shown to be effective against coronavirus, will clean the
common areas of the building and each courtroom at least every 24 hours.

Public Access

If restrictions and recommendations to avoid gatherings in excess of ten (10) people are in effect, it is
a foregone conclusion that many Court proceedings will require mote than ten (10) people in the
courtroom at one time. The public still has a tight to view open public coutt proceedings that ate not
otherwise closed ot confidential according to law. All couttrooms have space limitations and the public
does not have the right to enter the courtroom if the number of people in the courtroom exceeds
safety limits, fire codes ot other legal restrictions. Similar safety concerns regarding the number of
people who can safely enter a courtroom duting a contagious disease public health emetgency also
apply and it may be necessary to limit the number of people who can enter the couttroom to view
proceedings. However, the Coutt will take steps necessary to allow the public to view courtroom
proceedings via live video stream to another couttroom/large toom or by Pexip video through an
internet connection ot by YouTube. Any public access by livestteam shall be controlled by the Court
and reasonable public access to heat and see will be allowed during all on-the-record proceedings. The
public will have no tight to patticipate verbally, as all audio access will be muted so as to avoid

unintended interruptions.

Health Screening

Signage posted at the public entrance to the building will notify those entering the building that they
are not to entet if they have any of the following, per the most current CDC guidelines:

Fevers ot chills




Cough

Shottness of breath ot difficulty breathing
Fatigue

Muscle or body aches

Headache

New loss of taste ot smell

Sote throat

Congestion or runny nose

Nausea or vomiting

Diatthea

If an individual is not permitted access to the building due the symptoms noted above, the Judge will
grant a reasonable accommodation/adjournment upon being notified and after consideration of the
circumstances. The individual and County staff membet will be provided with a phone number to
contact the Judge to ask for guidance and instruction on how to handle the situation. Due to the
length of juty trials and the number of parties present duting juty trials, consistent with CDC and
OSHA recommendations, it is the recommendation of the Committee for jury trials all individuals
(itigants, attorneys, victims, witnesses, jurots, spectatots) be subject to a noninvasive temperature
check with an infrared thermometet. Those with a temperature reading of 100.4 degrees F or higher
will not be permitted to enter. Noncompliance will be enforced by a Judge. This Committee will
continue to evaluate staffing and modify this plan to include a provision that all parties entering the
Government Centet to attend coutt be subject to a noninvasive temperature check with an infrared
thermometer. Staff conducting the screening of those for jury trials will be provided with personal
protective equipment, including a face covering, gloves, hand sanitizer and other items deemed
necessaty, and will be adequately trained to properly administer the heath screen.

It is also impottant to continue to monitor the health of coutt staff, court commissioners, judges and
others who wotk in the Government Center. Those employees and any contract employees will
continue to have any symptoms noted and monitored using the County Daily Wellness Log form. If
any employees have any of the symptoms noted, appropriate steps will be taken under the
citcumstances as applicable.

Jury Trials
See Temporary Amendment for time period of 10/13 to 10/30/20.

As noted previously, juty trials will not resume under this plan until July 10, 2020. This will allow for
all appropriate safety protocols to be in place. Juty summons notices will include specific information
about the steps the coutts are undertaking related to jury tdals. Juty summons will include some pre-
screening questions including notice that all parties will be required to wear surgical masks duting trials
and questions as recommended by current CDC guidelines for symptoms of Covid-19. These notices
will also provide information regarding precautions being taken to reduce the risk of exposure to
Covid-19 and what PPE will be provided for jurots.

It is anticipated that juror deferral requests will include specific Covid-19 related issues, It will be the
policy of the Outagamie County coutts to grant reasonable deferments or excusals if 2 summoned
jutor provides information that reasonably relates to the juror’s undetlying medical condition with
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susceptibility to Covid-19 infection. The Coutt will also give special consideration to any of the
following groups: healthcare workers, elderly/vulnerable populations, individuals providing care for
the eldetly/vulnetable populations ot certain essential working groups. Summoned jurors in these
groups will be granted deferrals or excusals if requested prior to appearing for a trial.

Aftet complete review of the Qutagamie County courtrooms, it has been determined that two
couttrooms provide sufficient room to allow for appropriate social distancing for the jurots and
litigants for 12 person jury trials. An additional courtroom can provide sufficient space for six person
jury trals. Therefore, undet this plan a priotity trial calendar will be created for jury trials, This
coordination will occur by the Presiding Judge in consultation with the Circuit Coutt Judges. Priority
scheduling will be given to criminal mattets, those cases with speedy trial demands, incarcerated
defendants, felony matters, ME/JV/JC/TPR jury trials with statutory time limits while also taking
into consideration victims® rights and length of cases. This ptiority calendaring shall occur for trials
to be held in July, August and September, 2020. Given the uncertainty of the spread of Covid-19 in
Outagamie County and most current data, this evaluation will be on-going. It is anticipated that no
civil trials other than ME/JV/JC/TPR will be held prior to September 8, 2020. This date may have
to be adjusted given the number of cases that will be on the priotity trial calendar.

Jutor selection shall occur in Conference Rooms 2A-D in the Government Center. Juror Health
Screening will occur at the commencement of jury selection and each subsequent day of trial for jurors.
Health Screening shall also occur for litigants, witnesses, attorneys, coutt staff and security
patticipating in the jury ttial. The health screening will include both questions and noninvasive body
temperatutes checks using infrared thermometers. Persons screened as a potential risk of having
Covid-19, based on symptoms or known exposure, will not be allowed into the couttroom, juty
selection room, or any other coutt related facility. If a summoned juror is deemed to be symptomatic
ot otherwise thought to be a medical risk to others, they will be excused from jury setvice. Litigants,
witnesses and attorneys deemed medically at risk will be subject to further determination by the Court
as to how to provide reasonable access to the courtroom, The Coutt will expect attorneys, as officers
of the coutt to use sound judgment and be forthcoming if they know of any person entering the
couttroom who appeats to be symptomatic. It is the recommendation of this Opetational Plan that
alternate jurots be considered and utilized to lower the likelihood mistrial due to issues that may arise
related to a juror’s ability to serve during trial.

As noted, all parties present during juty trials will be required to wear surgical masks which will be
provided by the Courts for jury trials. Plexiglas bartiers will be installed in each couttroom with
sufficient area for jury trials around the area of the witness. During testimony, the Coutts should still
require witnesses to utilize a face shield to minimize the potential spread of Covid-19. Courts may
make exceptions to this only under limited exceptions. It is also suggested that counsel present
opening and closing arguments behind the area of Plexiglas. If opening or closing atguments ate not
presented behind the atea of Plexiglas, counsel must weat a face covering. Use of air filtration systems
will occut in the juty courtroom, juty selection room and jury deliberation room. Cleaning of all
impacted areas will occur after each witness’ testimony. Additional room cleaning will occur during
breaks and lunch breaks. Additional nightly cleaning will occur for the courtroom and jury

deliberation room.

Juty deliberations will be held in an adjoining courtroom ot confetence rooms in the case of 12 person
juties. For six person juties held in Branch 7, juror deliberations can occur in the Br. 7 jury room.
Limited seating and assigned seating will occur in all deliberations rooms to assist with social
distancing. Assigned seating will also occut in the courtrooms for jurots. Lunches will be brought
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in for all jurots during trials to minimize travel in and out of the courthouse, climinating additional
jutor interaction with others outside of the courthouse during the coutse of trial.

Public access to juty trials will be a challenge due to the size of the courtrooms in Outagamic County.
The public has the right to view open public court proceedings that are not otherwise closed or
confidential. All courtrooms have space limitations, and the public does not have the right to enter
the courtroom if the number of people in the courtroom exceeds safety limits, fire codes or other
legal restrictions. Similar safety concerns regarding the number of people who can safely enter a
courtroom during a contagious disease public health emergency also apply, and it may be necessaty to
limit the number of people who can entet the courtroom to view a juty trial. The court may take steps
to allow the public to view the trial via Pexip or a live video stream, which shall be controlled by the

court.

Vulnerable Populations

Individuals who are over age 65, and individuals with serious undetlying health conditions, such as
high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and compromised immune
systems, are consideted to be vulnerable populations. Information will be included on otders for
appearances, notices of hearings and other communications notifying individuals who are in
vulnerable populations of the ability to contact the coutt to identify themselves as a vulnerable
individual and receive accommodations. Courts will use best efforts to accommodate vulnerable
individuals who are scheduled for coutt hearings by offering remote access, adjoutnments, deferral of

jury service, etc.

Public Notification

It is important that the public be made aware of these measures. The Committee recommends that
this information will be shared with the public through press releases, county websites, social media,
state and local bar associations, and any other approptiate public sources of information.

This plan will be modified by the Operational Plan Committee should the circumstances of the Covid-
19 public health emergency require modifications to address changing conditions and safety issues.

Submitted this 30" day of June, 2020.
Amendment Submitted this 9™ day of October, 2020.




Hon. Carrie A, Schneidet
Qutagamie County, Presiding Judge.

roved this 9" day of October, 2020,

fon./James A. Motrison
hiéf Judge, Eighth Judicial District

WWMW

-10-




	outagamiereopen.pdf
	20201009084107445.pdf

