STATE OF WISCONSIN SEVENTH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF
OPERATIONAL PLAN FOR AMENDED ORDER
TREMPEALEAU COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2020, and as amended on April 15, 2020, the Wisconsin Supreme
Court suspended, until further order of the court, most in-person proceedings, subject to exceptions for
certain matters, if remote technology is not practicable or adequate to protect the constitutional rights
of the citizens of Wisconsin.

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Supreme Court ordered each circuit court to submit an operational
plan to the chief judge of the applicable judicial administrative district. The operational plan was to
include the requirements set forth in the order, and reduce to the greatest extent possible the risk of
transmission of the virus that causes COVID-19, and promote the health and safety of all those present
in the courtrooms and other court-related confined spaces. Supreme Court Orders, In Re the Matter of
the Extension of Orders and Interim rule concerning Continuation of Jury Trials, Suspension of
Statutory Deadlines for Non-Criminal Jury Trials, and Remote Hearings during the COVID-19
Pandemic (05/22/20) and In Re the matter of the Final Report of the Wisconsin Courts CO VID-19 Task
Force (05/22/20).

WHEREAS, on June 19, 2020, the Trempealeau County Circuit Court submitted an operational
plan to resume in-person court proceedings and jury trials pursuant to the Wisconsin Supreme Court’s
May 22, 2020 order. The plan verifies that the court has communicated with the appropriate
stakeholders regarding the protective measures. It also requires face coverings for all individuals
present in the courtroom, appropriate social distancing, sanitation/hygiene practices, and appropriate
signage.

IT IS ORDERED the operational plan for the Trempealeau County Circuit Court is approved
for the resumption of in-person court proceedings and jury trials.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Wisconsin Supreme Court’s amended order In Re the Matter
of Remote Hearings During the COVID-19 Pandemic (04/15/20), ceases to apply to the Trempealeau
County Circuit Court:

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Wisconsin Supreme Court’s amended order In Re the Matter
of Jury Trials During the COVID-19 Pandemic (03/22/20), ceases to apply to the Trempealeau County
Circuit Court:

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Wisconsin Supreme Court’s Interim Rule 20-02 In Re the
Matter of an Interim Rule re Suspension of Deadlines for Non-Criminal Jury Trials Due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic, ceases to apply to the Trempealeau County Circuit Court:

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the provisions of this order shall be subject to modification or
termination by future orders.

Dated this 30th day of June, 2020 — ' .

d Ted e,‘.,/ )> Vi /)0_ ,>(/.¢7.¢._j
Honorable Robert P. VanDeHe{ j\“
Chief Judge :
Seventh Judicial Administrative District




TREMPEALEAU COUNTY’S OPERATING PLAN FOR THE SAFE RESUMPTION OF IN-PERSON
PROCEEDINGS AND PLAN APPROVAL

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, attorneys, visitors, court staff,
judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the courts of Trempealeau
County will implement the following protective measures:

General

1. The county judiciary has established a stakeholder committee to discuss and consider the
recommendations outlined in the Wisconsin COVID- 19 Task Force report.

2. Alljudges will use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely.

3. Before calendaring in-person hearings, the stakeholder committee has addressed staffing needs
and has procured any equipment and supplies deemed necessary.

4 The stakeholder subcommittee will continue to meet regularly, maintain communication with
the local health authority, and will adjust this operating plan as necessary with any changes in
the public health conditions in the county.

5 Maintenance staff will install plexi-glass dividers around the witness stand in each courtroom.

. Judges will begin setting non-essential in-person proceedings no sooner than June 26, 2020.

7 Maintenance staff has installed higher quality HEPA filters in its air exchangers in the building to

purify air in the building.

Judge and Court Staff Health

1. Judges and court staff who can perform the essential functions of their job remotely will
continue to do so, whenever possible.
Judges and court staff will continue to use self-monitoring of their own health.
Judges and court staff will be required to wear face coverings at all times in court and will follow
social distancing and appropriate hand hygiene recommendations at all times.

Scheduling

1. The court currently uses block scheduling for certain case types and certain hearings. The court
will continue to explore using staggered hearing times to reduce the number of litigants in the
court room at one time. ’ :

Vulnerable Populations

1. Individuals who are over age 65 and individuals with serious underlying health conditions, such
as high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose
immune systems are compromised such as by chemotherapy for cancer ¢r othet conditions
requiring such therapy are considered to be vulnerable populations.

2. Each judge will include information on orders setting hearings, dockets notices, and in other
communications notifying individuals who are in vulnerable populations of the ability to contact
the court to identify themselves as a vulnerable individual and receive accommodations,
including the continued availability of conducting court proceedings remotely.



Social Distancing

1. All persons not from the same household who are permitted in the court building will be

required to maintain adequate social distancing of at least 6 feet.

Social distancing in the courtroom will be monitored and enforced by court staff.

In each courtroom, the counsel tables, witness stand, judge’s bench, and clerk, court reporter,
and bailiff seating have been arranged in such a way so that there is social distancing of at least
6 feet between each space. ) '

4. Maintenance staff will install floor markings in the courthouse indicating where people can
stand or sit while maintaining social distancing.

Hygiene

1. Hand sanitizer dispensers are placed at the entrance to the building and throughout the
courthouse.

2. Disinfectant wipes or spray have been placed near the door of the courtroom, at counsel tables,
at the witness stand, on the judges’ benches, and in the hallways.

3. CDC flyers outlining appropriate hygiene, social distancing, or public safety have been posted in
multiple locations on each floor of the court building. . '

Screening

1. When individuals attempt to enter the court building, a security staff will ask the individuals if
they are feeling feverish; have a cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing; or have been
in close contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19. Individuals who indicate yes
to any of these questions will be refused admittance to the court building. if required to appear
in court, the appropriate court office will be immediately notified.

2. Inmates being transported from the jail to court will be screened for symptoms of COVID-19 and
have their temperature taken prior to transport. Inmates with symptoms or a temperature
equal to or above 100.4°F will not be transported to court.

3. Staff who are screening individuals entering the court building will be provided personal
protective equipment.

4. Currently, if individuals desire to enter the courthouse, they are asked to use a phone at the

building entrance to call the department they are there to visit to determine if the individual is
able to conduct their business remotely without entering the courthouse, all in an effort to
reduce the number of persons in the courthouse.

Face Coverings

1.

All individuals entering any courtroom, jury room, or court-related conference rooms {including
the law library, which at times is used as a conference room), will be required to wear an
approved face covering.

Individuals will be encouraged to bring cloth face coverings with them, but if the individual does
not have a cloth face covering, a disposable face mask will be provided.

The maintenance department will install sign holders outside each courtroom, jury room, and
court-related conference room indicating the face covering requirement.



Cleaning

1. Court building cleaning staff will clean the common areas of the court building so that common
spaces are cleaned at least twice a week, and as requested by court staff,

2. Court staff will clean the courtrooms between every hearing, between morning and afternoon
proceedings, and at the end of each day the courtroom is used.

3. Court building cleaning staff will provide cleaning supplies shown to be effective against the
COVID-19 virus.

4. Court building cleaning staff have been trained on proper cleaning techniques and provided
appropriate personal protective equipment.

In developing the plan, | consulted with the stakeholder committee, and such committee met on June 4,
2020 and June 18, 2020. Stakeholder Committee Members: Rian Radtke - Judge, Ashley Berg — Judicial
Assistant, Amy Frandsen- Human Resources Director, Rick Niemeier - Corporatiop Coun;el, Rick
Schaumberg — Court Commissioner and Local Attorney, Jeff Moessner — DOC Supervisor, Travis Satorius
— Public Defender, John Sacia — District Attorney, Mark Franklin — Family Court Commissioner and Local

Attorney, Emmeline Lee — Assistant District Attorney, Barb Barczak — Public Health Director, Brett
Semingson - Sheriff, Joel Dregney - Bailiff, Dustin Stevens — Emergency Management Director, Judy
Zickert — Court Reporter, Michelle Weisenberger —Clerk of Court, John Aasen — County Board
Chairperson, Pat Brummond — DCA, Deb Suchla — Human Services Director.

| will ensure that the judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building covered by this Operating
Plan will conduct proceedings consistent with the plan.

6/(?/2026

Hon. Rian W. Radtke

Trempealeau County Circuit Court Judge

OPERATING PLAN APPROVED

Date: A Lo A Q[J?*C)-«?

Hon. Robert Van de Hey’

Chief Judge of the 7' Judicial District



JURY TRIAL ADDENDUM

As an addendum to the Operating Plan filed with the Chief Judge of the 7" Judicial District, this

plan is developed to ensure the health and safety of jurors, litigants, attorneys, visitors, court staff,
judges, and other individuals participating in jury trials. The Trempealeau County Circuit court will
implement the following additional protective measures related to jury trials: ‘

Summoning Jurors

1.

2.

Considerations have been made for the safety and wellbeing of jurors. The attached letter was

developed and will be sent with the juror summons to each juror.

The attached policy has been developed regarding deferral and excusal of jurors due to the

pandemic. This information has been clearly outlined so court staff and jurors are aware of

these policies for consistent application. ) '

a. Those are feeling feverish; have a cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing; or

have been in close contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19 will be
deferred to another date.

Juror Attendance and Safe Participation

1.

When jurors arrive at the courthouse, they will use the main secure entrance as all other
persons entering the courthouse. Such persons will be asked the same questions upon entrance
as any non-juror entrant (see main operating plan) and will be screened for weapons and COovID
19 symptoms.

Jurors will be directed to go the courtroom where a court staff person will conduct a check in.
Markings on the floor will be installed to ensure safe distancing while in check in lines. Jurors
will be directed to one of the two courtrooms (as Trempealeau County has two courtrooms, but
one judge). Both courtrooms will be used to stage jurors and will be connected through video
conferencing so that jurors can see and hear what is happening in the main courtroom. This is all
done in order to ensure compliance with social distancing. . .

The following personal protective equipment will be available to the jurors, including masks,
gloves, and individual hand sanitizer.

Social distancing of jurors will be enforced through the following strategies: limiting the capacity
in the courtroom, marking off spaces 6 ft. apart within the courtroom and jury box, swapping
jury box and gallery for more room for jurors in the box during trial, reconfiguring placement of
counsel tables, court reporter, witness stand, and/or bench, using an alternate courtroom for
additional capacity.

The following strategies will be used to reduce the number of people required to report for jury
selection: Utilize preselection questionnaires, conduct voir dire in sessions based on the
capacity of the court room that will allow appropriate social distancing, conduct voir dire
virtually in full or in part, utilize in-person and virtual voir dire simultaneously, broadcast jury
selection and limit or eliminate spectators in the courtroom, utilize 6-person juries upon
stipulation, give priority to “strikes for cause” based on juror health and safety concerns.

After the jury has been empaneled, the following efforts have been made to accom_modate
social distancing, but ensure that each juror has adequate sight lines to the witness stand and



can hear and see all proceedings. Examples of such accommodations include: use of technology
and video monitors to increase site lines, and handling of exhibits.

Social distancing consideration during trial breaks and deliberations include reconfiguration of
the deliberation room, using an alternate room for deliberations, hand sanitizing and bathroom
capacity, and availability of refreshments.

Due to capacity issues within the courtroom, the following accommodations will be given for
public view of the proceedings: allowing simultaneous remote hearings such as by Zoom.



R . Michelle Weisenberger

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT

- S TREMPEALEAU COUNTY COURTHOUSE
36245 Main Street P.O. Box 67
Whitehall, Wisconsin 54773-0067
Telephone (715) 538-2311, Ext. 240 Fax 715-538-4400

To Trempealeau County Jurors,

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of jurors, Trempealeau
County will implement the following protective measures.

e When jurors arrive at the courthouse, they will use the main secure
entrance where they will be asked the same questions as any non-juror
entrant and will be screened for weapons and COVID-19 éympfoms.

e Jurors will be directed to go to the courtroom where court staff will
conduct a check-in.

e Markings on the floor will be installed to ensure safe distancing while in
check-in lines.

e Personal protective equipment will be available to the jurors, including
masks, gloves, and individual hand sanitizer.

e Social distancing of jurors will be enforced by court staff.

Stay strong. Stay healthy. Stay well.

Michelle Weisenberger
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