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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

suspended.    

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    Thi s i s a r eci pr ocal  di sci pl i ne mat t er .   

We r evi ew t he st i pul at i on ent er ed by At t or ney Er i c Ar t hur  

For st r om and t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  f or  t he 

i mposi t i on of  di sci pl i ne r eci pr ocal  t o t hat  i mposed by t he 

Supr eme Cour t  of  Cal i f or ni a.   Af t er  r evi ewi ng t he mat t er ,  we 

accept  t he st i pul at i on.   By v i r t ue of  havi ng been sanct i oned by 

t he Cal i f or ni a Supr eme Cour t  f or  v i ol at i ng Cal i f or ni a' s Busi ness 

and Pr of essi ons Code,  At t or ney For st r om i s subj ect  t o r eci pr ocal  
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di sci pl i ne i n Wi sconsi n.   Accor di ngl y,  we suspend At t or ney 

For st r om' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n f or  one year .  

¶2 At t or ney For st r om was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 2001.   He was admi t t ed t o t he St at e Bar  of  

Cal i f or ni a i n 2005.    

¶3 On Mar ch 23,  2008,  At t or ney For st r om was dr i v i ng hi s 

car  when he col l i ded wi t h anot her  car .   Bot h vehi c l es wer e 

damaged.   At t or ney For st r om r emai ned at  t he acci dent  scene f or  a 

f ew mi nut es,  and t hen wal ked away l eavi ng t he scene and 

abandoni ng hi s car .   On Mar ch 24,  2008,  At t or ney For st r om went  

t o a pol i ce st at i on and r epor t ed t hat  hi s car  had been st ol en.   

That  same day he r epor t ed t o hi s i nsur ance company t hat  hi s car  

had been st ol en and a c l ai m was i ni t i at ed.  

¶4 The pol i ce depar t ment  i nvest i gat ed t he acci dent  and 

i dent i f i ed At t or ney For st r om as t he owner  of  t he car  i nvol ved i n 

t he hi t - and- r un acci dent .   On May 30,  2008,  At t or ney For st r om' s 

counsel  wr ot e t o t he i nsur ance company sayi ng At t or ney For st r om 

was wi t hdr awi ng hi s t hef t  c l ai m and woul d hol d t he i nsur ance 

company har ml ess.    

¶5 On Apr i l  28,  2009,  At t or ney For st r om ent er ed an 

i ni t i al  gui l t y pl ea t o i nsur ance f r aud,  a f el ony i nvol v i ng mor al  

t ur pi t ude.   On December  8,  2009,  t he char ge was r educed t o a 

mi sdemeanor  and At t or ney For st r om ent er ed a f i nal  pl ea.    

¶6 On Febr uar y 18,  2011,  t he Supr eme Cour t  of  Cal i f or ni a 

suspended At t or ney For st r om' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw f or  t wo 

year s,  st ayi ng t he execut i on of  t he suspensi on,  pl aci ng hi m on 

pr obat i on f or  t wo year s,  and suspendi ng hi s l aw l i cense f or  t he 
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f i r st  year  of  t he pr obat i on,  r et r oact i ve t o Sept ember  29,  2009,  

t he dat e At t or ney For st r om was pl aced on i nt er i m suspensi on 

f ol l owi ng hi s convi ct i on.    

¶7 On June 30,  2011,  t he OLR f i l ed a compl ai nt  and mot i on 

f or  an or der  t o show cause under  SCR 22. 22( 2) ( b)  di r ect i ng 

At t or ney For st r om t o i nf or m t he cour t  i n wr i t i ng of  any c l ai m,  

pr edi cat ed upon t he gr ounds set  f or t h i n SCR 22. 22( 3) ,  t hat  t he 

i mposi t i on of  di sci pl i ne commensur at e t o t hat  i mposed i n 

Cal i f or ni a woul d be unwar r ant ed,  and t he f act ual  basi s f or  any 

such cl ai m.    

¶8 On Jul y 26,  2011,  t he par t i es f i l ed a st i pul at i on 

st at i ng t hat  At t or ney For st r om does not  c l ai m any of  t he 

pot ent i al  def enses ar t i cul at ed i n SCR 22. 22( 3) ( a) - ( c)  but  asks 

t hat  t hi s cour t  consi der  suppl ement al  i nf or mat i on i ncl udi ng t he 

f act  t hat  on Jul y 14,  2011,  t he Super i or  Cour t  of  Cal i f or ni a 

di smi ssed/ expunged At t or ney For st r om' s mi sdemeanor  convi ct i on.  

I n addi t i on,  At t or ney For st r om mai nt ai ns t hat  he di d not  r ecal l  

bei ng i nvol ved i n an aut o acci dent  at  t he t i me he i ni t i at ed t he 

i nsur ance cl ai m t hat  l ed t o hi s convi ct i on.   He asser t s he 

suf f er ed a concussi on/ br ai n t r auma caused by ai r bag depl oyment  

dur i ng t he aut omobi l e col l i s i on whi ch gave r i se t o t he 

subsequent  char ge of  knowi ngl y pr ovi di ng f al se i nf or mat i on i n 

suppor t  of  an i nsur ance cl ai m.   At t or ney For st r om says af t er  hi s 

memor y r esur f aced i n t he weeks f ol l owi ng t he acci dent ,  he 

f or mal l y wi t hdr ew hi s i nsur ance cl ai m,  and he expr esses deep 

r emor se f or  t he ent i r e i nci dent .  
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¶9 The st i pul at i on st at es i t s t er ms wer e not  bar gai ned 

f or  or  negot i at ed bet ween t he par t i es,  and t hat  At t or ney 

For st r om admi t s t he f act s and mi sconduct  al l eged by t he OLR and 

agr ees t o t he l evel  of  di sci pl i ne sought  by t he OLR di r ect or .   

At t or ney For st r om ver i f i es t hat  he f ul l y under st ands t he 

mi sconduct  al l egat i ons,  t he r ami f i cat i ons shoul d t hi s cour t  

i mpose t he st i pul at ed l evel  of  di sci pl i ne,  hi s r i ght  t o cont est  

t he mat t er ,  hi s r i ght  t o consul t  wi t h and r et ai n counsel ,  and 

t hat  hi s ent r y  i nt o t he st i pul at i on i s made knowi ngl y and 

vol unt ar i l y .    

¶10 The OLR f i l ed a memor andum i n suppor t  of  t he 

st i pul at i on.   I t  al so f i l ed a st at ement  of  cost s showi ng cost s 

i n t he amount  of  $231 as of  Jul y 26,  2011.   The OLR di r ect or  

r ecommends t hat  no cost s be assessed agai nst  At t or ney For st r om 

si nce t he par t i es '  ent r y i nt o a compr ehensi ve st i pul at i on,  whi ch 

was achi eved wi t hout  t he need f or  t he appoi nt ment  of  a r ef er ee 

and wi t hout  t he at t endant  expendi t ur e of  s i gni f i cant  l awyer  

r egul at i on syst em r esour ces,  i s a c i r cumst ance j ust i f y i ng t hi s 

cour t ' s  devi at i on f r om i t s gener al  pol i cy of  i mposi ng f ul l  

cost s.  

¶11 Upon our  r evi ew of  t he mat t er ,  we accept  t he 

st i pul at i on.  

¶12 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  Er i c Ar t hur  For st r om 

t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s suspended f or  a per i od of  one 

year ,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der .  

¶13 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  Er i c Ar t hur  For st r om shal l  

compl y wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  SCR 22. 26 concer ni ng t he dut i es of  
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a per son whose l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n has been 

suspended.  

¶14 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  no cost s shal l  be assessed 

agai nst  Er i c Ar t hur  For st r om.  
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