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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

r evoked.    

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    Thi s case i s bef or e us under  

SCR 22. 14( 2) 1 and SCR 22. 17( 2) 2 on a st i pul at i on bet ween t he 

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 14( 2)  st at es:  

 The r espondent  may by answer  pl ead no cont est  t o 
al l egat i ons of  mi sconduct  i n t he compl ai nt .   The 
r ef er ee shal l  make a det er mi nat i on of  mi sconduct  i n 
r espect  t o each al l egat i on t o whi ch no cont est  i s  
pl eaded and f or  whi ch t he r ef er ee f i nds an adequat e 
f act ual  basi s i n t he r ecor d.   I n a subsequent  
di sci pl i nar y or  r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng,  i t  shal l  be 
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par t i es,  At t or ney Ger al d D.  St ange and t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  

Regul at i on ( OLR) .   I n t he st i pul at i on,  At t or ney St ange pl ed no 

cont est  t o al l  54 count s of  mi sconduct  al l eged i n t he OLR' s 

compl ai nt  i nvol v i ng a var i et y  of  c l i ent  mat t er s.   At t or ney 

St ange r eser ved hi s r i ght  t o be hear d on t he mat t er  of  

sanct i ons.   Af t er  hol di ng a hear i ng on sanct i ons and r ecei v i ng 

post - hear i ng br i ef s,  t he r ef er ee i ssued a r epor t  r ecommendi ng 

t hat  t he cour t  r evoke At t or ney St ange' s l i cense,  or der  At t or ney 

St ange t o pay r est i t ut i on i n t he amount  of  $200, 544. 38 bef or e 

i nt er est  ( $152, 652. 12 of  whi ch i s owed t o t he Wi sconsi n Lawyer s '  

Fund f or  Cl i ent  Pr ot ect i on) ,  and or der  At t or ney St ange t o pay 

t he f ul l  cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng,  whi ch t ot al  $13, 202. 44 as of  

May 9,  2012.  

¶2 We appr ove t he st i pul at i on and adopt  t he st i pul at ed 

f i ndi ngs of  f act  and concl usi ons of  l aw.   We agr ee wi t h t he 

r ef er ee' s concl usi on t hat  At t or ney St ange' s pr of essi onal  

mi sconduct  war r ant s t he r evocat i on of  At t or ney St ange' s 

Wi sconsi n l aw l i cense.   We f ur t her  or der  t hat  At t or ney St ange 

                                                                                                                                                             
concl usi vel y pr esumed t hat  t he r espondent  engaged i n 
t he mi sconduct  det er mi ned on t he basi s of  a no cont est  
pl ea.  

2 SCR 22. 17( 2)  st at es:    

 I f  no appeal  i s  f i l ed t i mel y,  t he supr eme cour t  
shal l  r evi ew t he r ef er ee' s r epor t ;  adopt ,  r ej ect  or  
modi f y t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs and concl usi ons or  
r emand t he mat t er  t o t he r ef er ee f or  addi t i onal  
f i ndi ngs;  and det er mi ne and i mpose appr opr i at e 
di sci pl i ne.   The cour t ,  on i t s own mot i on,  may or der  
t he par t i es t o f i l e br i ef s i n t he mat t er .  
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make r est i t ut i on t o var i ous c l i ent s and t he Wi sconsi n Lawyer s '  

Fund f or  Cl i ent  Pr ot ect i on ( t he Fund)  as out l i ned bel ow,  and 

t hat  he pay t he f ul l  cost s of  t hi s di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.  

¶3 At t or ney St ange was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 1977.   Hi s di sci pl i nar y hi st or y consi st s of  a 

pr i vat e r epr i mand i mposed i n 1997 f or  f ai l i ng over  ext ended 

per i ods of  t i me t o obt ai n,  compl et e,  and f i l e r equi r ed 

document at i on t o compl et e t hr ee est at es wi t h r easonabl e 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness.   Pr i vat e Repr i mand No.  1997- 1.  

¶4 On Jul y 21,  2011,  t he OLR f i l ed a compl ai nt  agai nst  

At t or ney St ange consi st i ng of  some 350 separ at el y number ed 

par agr aphs descr i bi ng 54 count s of  mi sconduct  i n connect i on wi t h 

At t or ney St ange' s wor k on over  20 t r ust  and est at e mat t er s.   

At t or ney St ange f i l ed an answer  t o t he OLR' s compl ai nt  i n whi ch 

he gener al l y deni ed most  of  t he 54 count s of  mi sconduct  al l eged 

i n t he compl ai nt .   Bef or e t he schedul ed hear i ng on t he 

compl ai nt ,  At t or ney St ange ent er ed i nt o t he s t i pul at i on now 

bef or e t he cour t ,  i n whi ch he wi t hdr ew hi s answer  and pl ed no 

cont est  t o al l  54 count s.    

¶5 The r ef er ee,  Rober t  E.  Ki nney,  accept ed al l  of  t he 

f act ual  al l egat i ons of  t he compl ai nt  as hi s f i ndi ngs of  f act .   

Based on t hose f act s,  t he r ef er ee concl uded t hat  At t or ney St ange 

had engaged i n 54 separ at e act s of  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct .    

¶6 Gi ven t he vol ume of  t he f act ual  f i ndi ngs and l egal  

concl usi ons made by t he r ef er ee,  we do not  r epeat  t hem al l  her e.   

I t  i s  suf f i c i ent  t o pr ovi de t he f ol l owi ng summar y i nf or mat i on 

concer ni ng t he ser i ous mi sconduct  at  i ssue i n t hi s mat t er .    
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¶7 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 1. 3, 3 At t or ney St ange f ai l ed t o act  wi t h 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness dur i ng hi s wor k on t he est at es of  t he 

f ol l owi ng i ndi v i dual s:   J. W.  ( Count  1) ,  A. G.  ( Count  6) ,  J. K.  

( Count  7) ,  C. W.  ( Count  8) ,  A. W.  ( Count  9) ,  M. I .  ( Count  10) ,  B. L.  

( Count  13) ,  R. G.  ( Count  21) ,  A. H.  ( Count  29) ,  L. K.  ( Count  34) ,  

U. P.  ( Count  37) ,  and D. B.  ( Count  43) .  

¶8 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 1. 15( f ) ( 1) a. 44 and SCR 20: 1: 15( f ) ( 1) g. , 5 

                                                 
3 SCR 20: 1. 3 pr ovi des:   " A l awyer  shal l  act  wi t h r easonabl e 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent . "   

4 SCR 20: 1. 15( f ) ( 1) a. 4 pr ovi des:   " The t r ansact i on r egi st er  
shal l  cont ai n a chr onol ogi cal  r ecor d of  al l  account  
t r ansact i ons,  and shal l  i ncl ude al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng:   4.  t he 
i dent i t y of  t he c l i ent  f or  whom f unds wer e deposi t ed or  
di sbur sed. "   

5 SCR 20: 1. 15( f ) ( 1) g.  pr ovi des:    

 For  each t r ust  account ,  t he l awyer  shal l  pr epar e 
and r et ai n a pr i nt ed r econci l i at i on r epor t  on a 
r egul ar  and per i odi c basi s not  l ess f r equent l y t han 
ever y 30 days.    Each r econci l i at i on r epor t  shal l  show 
al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng bal ances and ver i f y t hat  t hey ar e 
i dent i cal :   

 1.  t he bal ance t hat  appear s i n t he t r ansact i on 
r egi st er  as of  t he r epor t i ng dat e;   

 2.  t he t ot al  of  al l  subsi di ar y l edger  bal ances 
f or  I OLTA account s and ot her  pool ed account s,  
det er mi ned by l i s t i ng and t ot al i ng t he bal ances i n t he 
i ndi v i dual  c l i ent  l edger s and t he l edger  f or  account  
f ees and char ges,  as of  t he r epor t i ng dat e;  and  

 3.  t he adj ust ed bal ance,  det er mi ned by addi ng 
out st andi ng deposi t s and ot her  cr edi t s t o t he bal ance 
i n t he f i nanci al  i nst i t ut i on’ s mont hl y st at ement  and 
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At t or ney St ange f ai l ed t o keep compl et e and accur at e t r ust  

account  r ecor ds dur i ng hi s wor k on t he Est at e of  J. W.  ( Count  5) .  

¶9 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 1. 15( b) 6 as i n ef f ect  pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  

2004,  and SCR 20: 1. 15( d) ( 1) 7 as i n ef f ect  t her eaf t er ,  At t or ney 

St ange f ai l ed t o pr oper l y di sbur se f unds dur i ng hi s wor k on t he 

est at es of  M. I .  ( Count  11) ,  B. L.  ( Count  15) ,  M. F.  ( Count  19) ,  

R. G.  ( Count  22) ,  F. Z.  ( Count  27) ,  A. H.  ( Count  30) ,  L. K.  ( Count  

35) ,  U. P.  ( Count  38) ,  D. B.  ( Count  40) ,  and i n hi s handl i ng of  

t r ust  account  f unds on behal f  of  A. S.  ( Count  45) .  

¶10 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ( 3) , 8 At t or ney St ange i mpr oper l y 

r et ai ned f unds i n hi s t r ust  account  dur i ng hi s wor k on t he 

Est at e of  M. E.  ( Count  18) .  

                                                                                                                                                             
subt r act i ng out st andi ng checks and ot her  deduct i ons 
f r om t he bal ance i n t he mont hl y st at ement .  

6 SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ,  as i n ef f ect  pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2004,  
pr ovi ded i n per t i nent  par t :   " [ A]  l awyer  shal l  pr ompt l y del i ver  
t o t he c l i ent  or  t hi r d per son any f unds or  ot her  pr oper t y t hat  
t he c l i ent  or  t hi r d per son i s ent i t l ed t o r ecei ve .  .  .  . "   

7 SCR 20: 1. 15( d) ( 1)  ( ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2004)  pr ovi des i n 
per t i nent  par t :   " [ T] he l awyer  shal l  pr ompt l y  del i ver  t o t he 
c l i ent  or  3r d par t y any f unds or  ot her  pr oper t y t hat  t he c l i ent  
or  3r d par t y i s ent i t l ed t o r ecei ve. "  

8 SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ( 3)  pr ovi des:   " No f unds bel ongi ng t o t he 
l awyer  or  l aw f i r m,  except  f unds r easonabl y suf f i c i ent  t o pay 
mont hl y account  ser vi ce char ges,  may be deposi t ed or  r et ai ned i n 
a t r ust  account . "  
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¶11 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 1. 15( d) ( 2) , 9 At t or ney St ange f ai l ed t o 

pr ovi de a f ul l  wr i t t en account i ng i n t he Est at e of  R. G.  ( Count  

23) .   

¶12 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 3. 3( a) ( 1) 10 as i n ef f ect  i n 2006,  

At t or ney St ange knowi ngl y made f al se st at ement s t o a t r i bunal  

dur i ng hi s wor k on t he est at es of  B. L.  ( Count  14)  and F. Z.  

( Count  26) .  

¶13 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 3. 3( a) ( 1) , 11 ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2007,  

At t or ney St ange knowi ngl y made f al se st at ement s t o a t r i bunal  

dur i ng hi s wor k on t he Est at e of  A. H.  ( Count  31) .  

¶14 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 3. 4( c) 12 and SCR 20: 1. 16( d) , 13 At t or ney 
                                                 

9 SCR 20: 1. 15( d) ( 2)  pr ovi des:   " Upon f i nal  di st r i but i on of  
any t r ust  pr oper t y or  upon r equest  by t he c l i ent  or  a 3r d par t y 
havi ng an owner shi p i nt er est  i n t he pr oper t y,  t he l awyer  shal l  
pr ompt l y r ender  a f ul l  wr i t t en account i ng r egar di ng t he 
pr oper t y. "  

10 SCR 20: 3. 3( a) ( 1) ,  as i t  was i n ef f ect  i n 2006,  pr ovi ded 
t hat  a l awyer  shal l  not  knowi ngl y " make a f al se st at ement  of  
f act  or  l aw t o a t r i bunal ;  .  .  .  . "  

11 SCR 20: 3. 3( a) ( 1)  ( ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2007)  pr ovi des t hat  a 
l awyer  shal l  not  knowi ngl y " make a f al se st at ement  of  f act  or  
l aw t o a t r i bunal  or  f ai l  t o cor r ect  a f al se st at ement  of  
mat er i al  f act  or  l aw pr evi ousl y made t o t he t r i bunal  by t he 
l awyer ;  .  .  .  . "  

12 SCR 20: 3. 4( c)  st at es a l awyer  shal l  not  knowi ngl y 
" di sobey an obl i gat i on under  t he r ul es of  a t r i bunal ,  except  f or  
an open r ef usal  based on an asser t i on t hat  no val i d obl i gat i on 
exi st s;  .  .  .  . "  
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St ange knowi ngl y di sobeyed a cour t  or der  and f ai l ed t o t ake 

st eps r easonabl y pr act i cal  t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s 

dur i ng hi s wor k on t he Est at e of  D. B.  ( Count  44) .  

¶15 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 8. 4( c) , 14  At t or ney St ange engaged i n 

di shonest y,  f r aud,  decei t ,  or  mi sr epr esent at i on dur i ng hi s wor k 

on t he est at es of  M. I .  ( Count  12) ,  B. L.  ( Count  16) ,  H. M.  ( Count  

20) ,  R. G.  ( Count  24) ,  F. Z.  ( Count  28) ,  A. H.  ( Count  33) ,  L. K.  

( Count  36) ,  U. P.  ( Count  39) ,  D. B.  ( Count  41) ,  I . L.  ( Count  51) ,  

E. L.  ( Count  52) ,   and L. L.  ( Count  53) ,  and i n hi s handl i ng of  

t r ust  account  f unds on behal f  of  G. F.  ( Count  47) ,  R. L.  ( Count  

48) ,  and M. P.  ( Count  49) .  

¶16 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 8. 4( c) ,  by wr i t i ng t r ust  account  checks 

t o hi msel f  t ot al i ng $71, 161. 56 f or  whi ch no cl i ent  was 

i dent i f i ed,  t her eby cr eat i ng shor t f al l s  i n t he f unds avai l abl e 

                                                                                                                                                             
13 SCR 20: 1. 16( d)  pr ovi des:    

 Upon t er mi nat i on of  r epr esent at i on,  a l awyer  
shal l  t ake st eps t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y pr act i cabl e 
t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ’ s i nt er est s,  such as gi v i ng 
r easonabl e not i ce t o t he c l i ent ,  al l owi ng t i me f or  
empl oyment  of  ot her  counsel ,  sur r ender i ng paper s and 
pr oper t y t o whi ch t he cl i ent  i s  ent i t l ed and r ef undi ng 
any advance payment  of  f ee or  expense t hat  has not  
been ear ned or  i ncur r ed.   The l awyer  may r et ai n paper s 
r el at i ng t o t he c l i ent  t o t he ext ent  per mi t t ed by 
ot her  l aw.  

14 SCR 20: 8. 4( c)  s t at es i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  f or  a 
l awyer  t o " engage i n conduct  i nvol v i ng di shonest y,  f r aud,  decei t  
or  mi sr epr esent at i on. "   
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t o pay cl i ent s and t hi r d par t i es t he amount s t hey wer e ent i t l ed 

t o r ecei ve,  At t or ney St ange mi sappr opr i at ed cl i ent  f unds f r om 

hi s t r ust  account  and t her eby engaged i n conduct  i nvol v i ng 

di shonest y,  f r aud,  decei t ,  or  mi sr epr esent at i on ( Count  54) .  

¶17 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 22. 03( 2) 15 and SCR 20: 8. 4( h) , 16 At t or ney 

St ange f ai l ed t o f ul l y  and f ai r l y di scl ose t o t he OLR al l  f act s 

and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o al l eged mi sconduct  dur i ng hi s 

wor k on t he Est at e of  J. W. ,  and f ai l ed t o cooper at e i n t he OLR' s 

i nvest i gat i on i nt o t hat  wor k ( Count  2) .  

                                                 
15 SCR 22. 03( 2)  pr ovi des:    

 Upon commenci ng an i nvest i gat i on,  t he di r ect or  
shal l  not i f y t he r espondent  of  t he mat t er  bei ng 
i nvest i gat ed unl ess i n t he opi ni on of  t he di r ect or  t he 
i nvest i gat i on of  t he mat t er  r equi r es ot her wi se.   The 
r espondent  shal l  f ul l y  and f ai r l y di scl ose al l  f act s 
and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o t he al l eged mi sconduct  
wi t hi n 20 days af t er  bei ng ser ved by or di nar y mai l  a 
r equest  f or  a wr i t t en r esponse.   The di r ect or  may 
al l ow addi t i onal  t i me t o r espond.   Fol l owi ng r ecei pt  
of  t he r esponse,  t he di r ect or  may conduct  f ur t her  
i nvest i gat i on and may compel  t he r espondent  t o answer  
quest i ons,  f ur ni sh document s,  and pr esent  any 
i nf or mat i on deemed r el evant  t o t he i nvest i gat i on.  

16 SCR 20: 8. 4( h)  s t at es i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  f or  a 
l awyer  t o " f ai l  t o cooper at e i n t he i nvest i gat i on of  a gr i evance 
f i l ed wi t h t he of f i ce of  l awyer  r egul at i on as r equi r ed by 
SCR 21. 15( 4) ,  SCR 22. 001( 9) ( b) ,  SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  SCR 22. 03( 6) ,  or  
SCR 22. 04( 1) ;  .  .  .  . "  
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¶18 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 22. 03( 6) , 17 At t or ney St ange wi l l f ul l y  

f ai l ed t o pr ovi de r el evant  i nf or mat i on,  f ul l y  answer  quest i ons,  

or  f ur ni sh document s i n t he cour se of  t he OLR' s i nvest i gat i on 

i nt o hi s wor k on t he Est at e of  D. B.  ( Count  42) .  

¶19 The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 22. 03( 6)  and SCR 20: 8. 4( h) ,  At t or ney 

St ange f ai l ed t o cooper at e wi t h,  and wi l l f ul l y  f ai l ed t o pr ovi de 

r el evant  i nf or mat i on,  f ul l y  answer  quest i ons,  or  f ur ni sh 

document s i n t he cour se of ,  t he OLR' s i nvest i gat i on i nt o hi s 

wor k on t he est at es of  J. W.  ( Count  3) ,  B. L.  ( Count  17) ,  R. G.  

( Count  25) ,  and A. H.  ( Count  32) ,  and t he OLR' s i nvest i gat i on 

i nt o hi s handl i ng of  t r ust  account  f unds on behal f  of  A. S.  

( Count  46)  and M. P.  ( Count  50) .  

¶20 Fi nal l y,  t he st i pul at i on pr ovi ded and t he r ef er ee 

concl uded t hat ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 1. 15( e) ( 7) , 18 At t or ney St ange 

                                                 
17 SCR 22. 03( 6)  pr ovi des as f ol l ows:   " I n t he cour se of  t he 

i nvest i gat i on,  t he r espondent ’ s wi l f ul  f ai l ur e t o pr ovi de 
r el evant  i nf or mat i on,  t o answer  quest i ons f ul l y ,  or  t o f ur ni sh 
document s and t he r espondent ’ s mi sr epr esent at i on i n a di scl osur e 
ar e mi sconduct ,  r egar dl ess of  t he mer i t s of  t he mat t er s asser t ed 
i n t he gr i evance. "  

18 SCR 20: 1. 15( e) ( 7)  st at es:    

 Al l  t r ust  account  r ecor ds have publ i c aspect s 
r el at ed t o a l awyer ’ s f i t ness t o pr act i ce.   Upon 
r equest  of  t he of f i ce of  l awyer  r egul at i on,  or  upon 
di r ect i on of  t he supr eme cour t ,  t he r ecor ds shal l  be 
submi t t ed t o t he of f i ce of  l awyer  r egul at i on f or  i t s 
i nspect i on,  audi t ,  use,  and evi dence under  any 
condi t i ons t o pr ot ect  t he pr i v i l ege of  c l i ent s t hat  
t he cour t  may pr ovi de.   The r ecor ds,  or  an audi t  of  
t he r ecor ds,  shal l  be pr oduced at  any di sci pl i nar y 
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f ai l ed t o pr oduce t r ust  account  r ecor ds dur i ng t he OLR' s 

i nvest i gat i on i nt o hi s wor k on t he Est at e of  J. W.  ( Count  4) .   

¶21 Because At t or ney St ange pl ed no cont est  t o t he above 

count s of  mi sconduct ,  t he onl y di sput ed i ssue f or  t he r ef er ee t o 

deci de was t he l evel  of  di sci pl i ne t o be i mposed.   Counsel  f or  

t he OLR ar gued f or  r evocat i on wi t h an or der  f or  payment  of  f ul l  

r est i t ut i on and al l  cost s;  At t or ney St ange ar gued f or  a t wo- year  

suspensi on wi t h r est i t ut i on.   

¶22 The r ef er ee agr eed wi t h t he OLR' s r ecommendat i on.   I n 

hi s r epor t ,  t he r ef er ee r ecommended r evocat i on wi t h an or der  f or  

payment  of  f ul l  r est i t ut i on,  t ot al i ng $200, 544. 38 bef or e 

i nt er est .   Of  t hat  amount ,  t he r ef er ee det er mi ned t hat  

$152, 652. 12 i s owed t o t he Fund as r ei mbur sement  f or  payment s 

t he Fund made t o At t or ney St ange' s v i ct i ms.   The r ef er ee f ur t her  

r ecommended t he i mposi t i on of  f ul l  cost s,  whi ch t ot al  $13, 202. 44 

as of  May 9,  2012.    

¶23 I n r eachi ng t hi s r ecommendat i on,  t he r ef er ee not ed,  

among ot her  t hi ngs,  At t or ney St ange' s r epeat ed l ack of  candor  

wi t h cour t s,  c l i ent s,  est at e benef i c i ar i es,  and hi s f el l ow 

at t or neys;  t he s i gni f i cant  del ays caused by At t or ney St ange' s 

l at e,  i ncompl et e,  and i nconsi st ent  r esponses t o t he OLR;  t he 

par t i cul ar  vul ner abi l i t y  of  many of  At t or ney St ange' s c l i ent s 

and t hei r  benef i c i ar i es,  i ncl udi ng char i t abl e or gani zat i ons;  

                                                                                                                                                             
pr oceedi ng i nvol v i ng t he l awyer ,  whenever  mat er i al .   
Fai l ur e t o pr oduce t he r ecor ds const i t ut es 
unpr of essi onal  conduct  and gr ounds f or  di sci pl i nar y 
act i on.  
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At t or ney St ange' s i ndi f f er ence t o maki ng hi s v i ct i ms whol e;  and 

t he si mi l ar i t y bet ween t he mi sconduct  i nvol ved i n t hi s case and 

t hat  i nvol ved i n At t or ney St ange' s 1997 pr i vat e r epr i mand f or  

f ai l i ng t o t i mel y pr epar e and f i l e r equi r ed document at i on i n 

sever al  est at e pr oceedi ngs.   The r ef er ee al so not ed t hat  

al t hough At t or ney St ange' s deci s i on t o pl ead no cont est  t o al l  

char ges el i mi nat ed t he need f or  a l engt hy and di f f i cul t  hear i ng,  

t her e was l i t t l e doubt  of  what  t he out come of  such a hear i ng 

woul d have been gi ven t he vast  document ar y evi dence of  

mi sconduct  assembl ed by t he OLR.   The r ef er ee al so not ed t hat  

At t or ney St ange' s excuses f or  hi s conduct ——t he t i me and 

f i nanci al  st r esses of  hi s sol o pr act i ce and hi s mot her ' s medi cal  

pr obl ems——wer e not  suf f i c i ent l y uni que or  compel l i ng as t o 

const i t ut e mi t i gat i ng f act or s.   Fi nal l y,  t he r ef er ee not ed t hat  

t her e appear s t o be no ot her  di sci pl i nar y case wi t h mi sconduct  

t hi s sever e t hat  di d not  r esul t  i n l i cense r evocat i on.  

¶24 Because no appeal  was f i l ed f r om t he r ef er ee' s r epor t  

and r ecommendat i on,  our  r evi ew pr oceeds pur suant  t o 

SCR 22. 17( 2) .   When r evi ewi ng a r epor t  and r ecommendat i on i n an 

at t or ney di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng,  we af f i r m a r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs 

of  f act  unl ess t hey ar e f ound t o be cl ear l y er r oneous.   I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  I ngl i mo,  2007 WI  126,  ¶5,  305 

Wi s.  2d 71,  740 N. W. 2d 125.   We r evi ew t he r ef er ee' s concl usi ons 

of  l aw,  however ,  on a de novo basi s.   I d.   Fi nal l y,  we det er mi ne 

t he appr opr i at e l evel  of  di sci pl i ne gi ven t he par t i cul ar  f act s  

of  each case,  i ndependent  of  t he r ef er ee' s r ecommendat i on,  but  
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benef i t i ng f r om i t .   I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  

Wi dul e,  2003 WI  34,  ¶44,  261 Wi s.  2d 45,  660 N. W. 2d 686.  

¶25 We adopt  t he f i ndi ngs of  f act  and concl usi ons of  l aw 

t o whi ch t he par t i es have st i pul at ed,  and as adopt ed by t he 

r ef er ee.   We agr ee wi t h t he r ef er ee t hat  At t or ney St ange' s 

mi sconduct  war r ant s t he r evocat i on of  hi s Wi sconsi n l aw l i cense.   

At t or ney St ange' s mi shandl i ng of  c l i ent  mat t er s,  hi s 

mi sappr opr i at i on of  c l i ent  f unds,  hi s pat t er n of  di shonest y,  and 

hi s f ai l ur e t o f ul l y  and f or t hr i ght l y cooper at e wi t h t he OLR 

demonst r at e t hat  he does not  appr eci at e t he obl i gat i ons t hat  

appl y t o an i ndi v i dual  who has been gr ant ed a Wi sconsi n l aw 

l i cense.   By hi s decei t f ul ,  di shonest ,  and unpr of essi onal  

conduct ,  At t or ney St ange has f or f ei t ed t he pr i v i l ege of  

pr act i c i ng l aw i n t hi s st at e.  

¶26 Because t hi s case pr esent s no ext r aor di nar y 

c i r cumst ances,  we f ur t her  det er mi ne t hat  At t or ney St ange shoul d 

be r equi r ed t o pay t he f ul l  cost s of  t hi s mat t er .   See 

SCR 22. 24( 1m)  ( supr eme cour t ' s  gener al  pol i cy upon a f i ndi ng of  

mi sconduct  i s t o i mpose al l  cost s upon t he r espondent  at t or ney) .  

¶27 Fi nal l y,  we t ur n t o t he i ssue of  r est i t ut i on.   The OLR 

seeks r est i t ut i on i n speci f i c  amount s f or  sums t hat  t he Fund 

pai d t o cer t ai n i nj ur ed cl i ent s and f or  ot her  sums t hat  At t or ney 

St ange mi sappr opr i at ed f r om ot her  speci f i ed c l i ent s.   At t or ney 

St ange had mul t i pl e oppor t uni t i es t o obj ect  t o t he r est i t ut i on 

amount s bef or e bot h t he r ef er ee and t hi s cour t .   He has not  done 

so.   Consequent l y,  we det er mi ne t hat  At t or ney St ange shoul d be 
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or der ed t o pay r est i t ut i on t o t he ent i t i es and i n t he amount s 

r equest ed by t he OLR and as set  f or t h bel ow.    

¶28 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  Ger al d D.  St ange t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s r evoked,  ef f ect i ve as of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der .  

¶29 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  Ger al d D.  St ange shal l  

compl y wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  SCR 22. 26 concer ni ng t he dut i es of  

a per son whose l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n has been 

r evoked.  

¶30 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n 60 days of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der  Ger al d D.  St ange shal l  pay r est i t ut i on pl us 

i nt er est  at  t he l egal  r at e.   See Wi s.  St at .  § 138. 04.   

Rest i t ut i on shal l  be pai d as f ol l ows:  

• $152, 652. 12 pl us i nt er est  t o t he Wi sconsi n Lawyer s '  

Fund f or  Cl i ent  Pr ot ect i on ( $102, 652. 12 r egar di ng t he 

Est at e of  L. K. ,  pl us i nt er est  f r om December  11,  2006;  

$50, 000. 00 r egar di ng t he Est at e of  D. B. ,  pl us i nt er est  

f r om December  21,  2007) ;  

• $26, 653. 65 pl us i nt er est  f r om Jul y 23,  2001,  t o t he 

Est at e of  M. I . ;  

• $1, 472. 50 pl us i nt er est  f r om June 14,  2006,  t o t he 

Est at e of  H. M. ;  

• $14, 943. 9819 pl us i nt er est  f r om Mar ch 2,  2006,  t o t he 

Est at e of  A. H. ;  and 
                                                 

19 We not e t hat  t he r ef er ee' s r epor t  l i s t s t hi s f i gur e as 
$14, 953. 98.   Thi s $10 di scr epancy appear s t o be a t ypogr aphi cal  
er r or ,  as t he par t i es st i pul at ed t o r est i t ut i on of  $14, 943. 98 
f or  t he Est at e of  A. H.  



No.  2011AP1663- D   

 

14 
 

• $4, 822. 13 pl us i nt er est  f r om Jul y 3,  2007,  t o t he 

Est at e of  U. P.  

¶31 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n 60 days of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der ,  Ger al d D.  St ange shal l  pay t o t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on t he i mposed cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng.    

¶32 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he r est i t ut i on speci f i ed 

above i s t o be compl et ed pr i or  t o payi ng cost s t o t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on.  



No.  2011AP1663- D   

 

 
 

1

 

 
 


	CaseNumber
	AddtlCap

		2014-09-15T18:27:45-0500
	CCAP




