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SUPREME COURT OF WISCONSIN 
 

    
  NOTI CE 

This order is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The 
final version will appear in the 
bound volume of the official 
reports. 

 

 
 

No.   08- 17 
  
In the matter of Creation of an Access to 
Justice Commission.   
 

FILED 
 

JUN 5, 2009 
 

Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  

Madi son,  WI  
 

  
 
 

On Jul y 1,  2008,  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n,  act i ng 

pur suant  t o a r esol ut i on of  i t s  Boar d of  Gover nor s and i n 

keepi ng wi t h t he r epor t  ent i t l ed Br i dgi ng t he Just i ce Gap:   

Wi sconsi n' s Unmet  Legal  Needs ( Mar ch 2007) ,  f i l ed a pet i t i on 

r equest i ng t hi s cour t  t o est abl i sh a st at ewi de Access t o Just i ce 

Commi ssi on.   The cour t  hel d a publ i c hear i ng and admi ni st r at i ve 

conf er ence on December  17,  2008,  and a second admi ni st r at i ve 

conf er ence on May 13,  2009,  on t he pet i t i on.    

I T I S ORDERED t hat ,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  

Chapt er  14 of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s cr eat ed t o r ead:  

SCR CHAPTER 14 

ACCESS TO JUSTI CE COMMI SSI ON 

SCR 14.01  Definitions. 

( 1)  I n t hi s chapt er :  

( a)  " Commi ssi on"  means t he commi ssi on cr eat ed under  SCR 

14. 02.  
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( b)  " St at e bar "  means t he st at e bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

SCR 14.02  Creation and Purpose. 

( 1)  I n or der  t o ai d t he cour t s i n i mpr ovi ng t he 

admi ni st r at i on of  j ust i ce by suppor t i ng c i v i l  l egal  ser vi ces t o 

t hose who cannot  af f or d t hem,  t he St at e bar  shal l  cr eat e an 

Access t o Just i ce Commi ssi on.    

( 2)  The mi ssi on of  t he Commi ssi on i s t o devel op and 

encour age means of  expandi ng access t o t he c i v i l  j ust i ce syst em 

f or  unr epr esent ed l ow i ncome Wi sconsi n r esi dent s.  

SCR 14.03 Administration.   

( 1)  The Commi ssi on shal l  be or gani zed and oper at ed 

excl usi vel y f or  l aw- r el at ed char i t abl e and educat i onal  pur poses 

wi t hi n t he meani ng of  Sect i on 501( c) ( 3)  of  t he I nt er nal  Revenue 

Code.  

( 2)  The Commi ssi on shal l  consi st  of  a 17- member  boar d of  

di r ect or s as f ol l ows:    

( a)  Fi ve member s desi gnat ed by t he supr eme cour t ;  t wo of  

whom shal l  be af f i l i at ed wi t h a Wi sconsi n or gani zat i on t hat  

pr ovi des l egal  ser vi ces t o l ow- i ncome per sons and t hat  i s f unded 

by t he Legal  Ser vi ces Cor por at i on;  and t wo of  whom shal l  be 

af f i l i at ed wi t h a Wi sconsi n or gani zat i on t hat  pr ovi des l egal  

ser vi ces t o l ow- i ncome per sons and t hat  i s not  f unded by t he 

Legal  Ser vi ces Cor por at i on.   Thr ee of  t he f i ve desi gnees shal l  

be publ i c ( non- l awyer )  member s.  

( b)  Four  member s desi gnat ed by t he boar d of  gover nor s of  

t he St at e bar ;  one of  whom shal l  be t he chai r  of  t he St at e bar ' s 

Legal  Assi st ance Commi t t ee,  or  t he chai r ' s  desi gnee.  
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( c)  One member  desi gnat ed by t he dean of  t he Mar quet t e 

Uni ver si t y l aw school .   

( d)  One member  desi gnat ed by t he dean of  t he Uni ver si t y of  

Wi sconsi n l aw school .  

( e)  One member  desi gnat ed by t he boar d of  t he Wi sconsi n 

Tr ust  Account  Foundat i on,  I nc.  

( f )  One member  desi gnat ed by t he Speaker  of  t he Assembl y.  

( g)  One member  desi gnat ed by t he Pr esi dent  of  t he Senat e.  

( h)  Thr ee publ i c ( non- l awyer )  member s desi gnat ed by t he 

Gover nor .  

( 3)  I f  any per son or  ent i t y decl i nes t o appoi nt  one or  mor e 

member s,  t he supr eme cour t  shal l  appoi nt  a member .   

( 4)  The t er m of  of f i ce f or  each member  of  t he boar d of  

di r ect or s of  t he Commi ssi on shal l  be t hr ee year s,  except  t hat  

t he t er ms of  t he i ni t i al  appoi nt ees shal l  be as f ol l ows:  

( a)  Two i ni t i al  desi gnees of  t he supr eme cour t ,  and one 

i ni t i al  desi gnee of  t he Gover nor ,  t he Speaker  of  t he Assembl y,  

and t he St at e bar  shal l  ser ve a one- year  t er m.  

( b)  Two i ni t i al  desi gnees of  t he supr eme cour t ,  and one 

i ni t i al  desi gnee of  t he Gover nor ,  t he Pr esi dent  of  t he Senat e,  

and t he St at e bar  shal l  ser ve a t wo- year  t er m.  

( c)  The ot her  i ni t i al  desi gnees shal l  ser ve a t hr ee- year  

t er m.  

( 5)  The Commi ss i on may adopt  such gover ni ng document s,  

r ul es,  and pr ocedur es as necessar y f or  t he Commi ssi on t o 

oper at e,  admi ni s t er ,  and manage i t s af f ai r s i n compl i ance wi t h 

t hi s chapt er .   The Commi ssi on member s shal l  ser ve wi t hout  
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compensat i on but  shal l  be ent i t l ed t o r ei mbur sement  f or  t hei r  

expenses r easonabl y i ncur r ed i n t he per f or mance of  t hei r  dut i es.  

SCR 14.04  Funding.   

I n accor dance wi t h t he of f er  of  t he St at e bar ,  t he 

Commi ssi on shal l  be f unded and st af f ed by t he St at e bar  f or  at  

l east  t hr ee year s.    

SCR 14.05 Reporting.   

The Commi ssi on member s shal l  meet  wi t h t he supr eme cour t  

annual l y and shal l  f i l e a wr i t t en annual  r epor t  wi t h t he supr eme 

cour t  and wi t h t he execut i ve di r ect or  of  t he St at e bar  on i t s 

act i v i t i es.   The r epor t  shal l  descr i be t he Commi ssi on' s  

act i v i t i es and pr ogr ess dur i ng t he pr i or  12- mont h per i od and i t s 

goal s f or  t he subsequent  12- mont h per i od.  

SCR 14.06 Review.   

Si x mont hs bef or e t he St at e bar ' s t hr ee- year  f undi ng ends,  

t he supr eme cour t  shal l  eval uat e t he pr ogr ess made by t he 

Commi ssi on t owar d t he goal  of  bet t er  addr essi ng i ssues of  access 

t o j ust i ce i n ci v i l  l egal  mat t er s f or  l ow- i ncome r esi dent s of  

Wi sconsi n and i t s f undi ng and st af f i ng needs and det er mi ne t he 

cont i nued exi st ence of  t he Commi ssi on.    

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t hi s or der  be gi ven by 

a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy of  t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  

st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  

of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 5t h day of  June,  2009.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
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Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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