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On June 19,  2007,  t he Boar d of  Gover nor s of  t he St at e Bar  

of  Wi sconsi n ( " St at e Bar " )  f i l ed a pet i t i on aski ng t he cour t  t o 

cr eat e a cour t  r ul e t o def i ne t he pr act i ce of  l aw and t o cr eat e 

a syst em t o admi ni st er  t he r ul e,  subj ect  t o super vi s i on and 

cont r ol  by t he cour t .   A publ i c hear i ng and open admi ni st r at i ve 

conf er ence on t hi s mat t er  was conduct ed on December  10,  2007.   

Numer ous i nt er est ed per sons appear ed at  t he hear i ng or  submi t t ed 

wr i t t en comment s.   The cour t  f ur t her  di scussed t he mat t er  at  an 

open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence on Mar ch 14,  2008.   I t  bear s 

not i ng t hat  sever al  or gani zat i ons r epr esent i ng l i censed and/ or  

r egul at ed pr of essi onal s i ncl udi ng cer t i f i ed publ i c account ant s,  

r epr esent at i ves of  f i nanci al  i nst i t ut i ons,  t he i nsur ance 

i ndust r y,  t he r eal  est at e i ndust r y,  engi neer s,  geol ogi st s,  

v i ct i m- wi t ness advocat es and ot her s par t i c i pat ed t hr oughout  t hi s 

pr ocess.   Most  of  t he pr of essi onal  or gani zat i ons opposed 
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adopt i on of  a r ul e def i ni ng t he pr act i ce of  l aw expr essi ng 

concer n about  dupl i cat i ve r egul at i on.    

On Apr i l  23,  2008,  t he St at e Bar  submi t t ed a l et t er  aski ng 

t he cour t  t o hol d t hi s mat t er  i n abeyance i n or der  t o per mi t  t he 

St at e Bar  t o eval uat e t he var i ous pr oposal s submi t t ed r egar di ng 

t hi s mat t er .   The cour t  appr oved t he St at e Bar ' s  r equest  at  an 

open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence on Apr i l  24,  2008.  

On August  5,  2008 t he St at e Bar  f i l ed a r evi sed dr af t  of  

i t s  pr oposed r ul e and r enewed i t s r equest  t hat  t he cour t  adopt  a 

r ul e def i ni ng t he pr act i ce of  l aw and cr eat e a syst em t o 

admi ni st er  t he r ul e.  

The cour t  di scussed t hi s mat t er  at  i t s  Oct ober  28,  2008,  

open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence.   The cour t  concl uded t hat  t he 

dr af t  r ul e had evol ved suf f i c i ent l y t o war r ant  a second publ i c 

hear i ng.   The cour t  made i t s wor ki ng dr af t  of  t he pr oposed r ul e 

avai l abl e t o t he publ i c on December  29,  2009.   The second publ i c  

hear i ng was schedul ed f or  Mar ch 8,  2010.  

The St at e Bar  pr ovi ded t he cour t  wi t h a r evi sed dr af t  of  

t he pr oposed r ul e on Febr uar y 16,  2010.   A number  of  document s 

wer e f i l ed i n connect i on wi t h t he pendi ng second publ i c hear i ng.  

The cour t  conduct ed i t s second publ i c hear i ng on t hi s  

mat t er  on Mar ch 8,  2010.   At  t hat  hear i ng t her e was consi der abl e 

di scussi on about  an appr opr i at e enf or cement  mechani sm f or  t he 

pr oposed r ul e.   The cour t  di scussed t he dr af t  r ul e and vot ed t o 

adopt  t he r ul e i n concept  wi t h t he i ncl usi on of  a f i ve- year  

" sunset "  pr ovi s i on.  
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On May 20,  2010,  t he St at e Bar  f i l ed anot her  dr af t  

pr oposi ng a di f f er ent  enf or cement  mechani sm f or  t he pr oposed 

r ul e.    

On June 1,  2010,  at  i t s  open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence,  t he 

cour t  unani mousl y appr oved t he St at e Bar ' s r equest  t hat  t he 

cour t  adopt  an unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  l aw r ul e.   The cour t  

di r ect ed t he r epr esent at i ves of  t he i nsur ance i ndust r y t o 

pr ovi de cer t ai n addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on and opt ed t o r evi ew t he 

sect i on ent i t l ed " Use of  Ti t l es. "   The cour t  t hen adopt ed t he 

r emai nder  of  t he r ul e wi t h an ef f ect i ve dat e of  Januar y 1,  2011.   

Fol l owi ng t he June 1,  2010,  open conf er ence r epr esent at i ves of  

t he i nsur ance i ndust r y submi t t ed a r evi sed dr af t  whi ch t he St at e 

Bar  deemed an i mpr ovement  and whi ch t he cour t  adopt ed.  

Thi s r ul e def i ni ng t he unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n was devel oped wi t h ext ensi ve i nput  and par t i c i pat i on 

f r om many i ndi v i dual s and or gani zat i ons over  a per i od of  near l y 

t hr ee year s.   Cer t ai n j ust i ces di ssent ed f r om aspect s of  t he 

r ul e.   These di ssent s ar e r ef l ect ed i n t he r ecor ds f r om t he 

cour t ' s  open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ences and i n t he cour t ' s  

wor ki ng dr af t  of  t he r ul es avai l abl e at  

ht t p: / / wi cour t s. gov/ supr eme/ docs/ 0709upl dr af t . pdf .    

Fi ve year s af t er  t he ef f ect i ve dat e of  t hi s or der  t he 

pet i t i oner ,  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n,  shal l  pr ovi de t he cour t  

wi t h a wr i t t en r epor t  advi s i ng t he cour t  of  t he i mpact  of  t he 

adopt i on of  SCR Chapt er  23 and,  upon r ecei pt  of  t hi s r epor t  t he 

cour t  shal l  schedul e a hear i ng t o r evi ew t hese r ul es.   

Ther ef or e,  
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I T I S ORDERED t hat ,  ef f ect i ve Januar y 1,  2011,  SCR Chapt er  

23 i s cr eat ed t o r ead:  

 

SCR CHAPTER 23 

REGULATION OF UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF LAW 

PREAMBLE 

Ever y j ur i sdi ct i on i n t he Uni t ed St at es r ecogni zes t he 

i nher ent  r i ght  of  i ndi v i dual s t o r epr esent  t hemsel ves i n l egal  

mat t er s.   I n cont r ast ,  t he pr i v i l ege of  r epr esent i ng ot her s i n 

our  syst em i s r egul at ed by l aw f or  t he pr ot ect i on of  t he publ i c,  

t o ensur e t hat  t hose who pr ovi de l egal  ser vi ces t o ot her s ar e 

qual i f i ed t o do so by educat i on,  t r ai ni ng,  and exper i ence and 

t hat  t hey ar e hel d account abl e f or  er r or s,  mi sr epr esent at i ons,  

and unet hi cal  pr act i ces.   

The f ol l owi ng r ul es ar e pr omul gat ed by t he Wi sconsi n 

Supr eme Cour t  pur suant  t o i t s i nher ent  aut hor i t y t o def i ne and 

r egul at e t he pr act i ce of  l aw i n t hi s st at e.   The pur pose of  t he 

r ul es i s t o pr ot ect  t he publ i c f r om pot ent i al  har m caused by t he 

act i ons of  nonl awyer s engagi ng i n t he unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  

l aw.     

SCR 23.01 Definition of practice of law. 

The pr act i ce of  l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s t he appl i cat i on of  

l egal  pr i nci pl es and j udgment  wi t h r egar d t o t he c i r cumst ances 

or  obj ect i ves of  anot her  ent i t y or  per son( s)  wher e t her e i s a 

c l i ent  r el at i onshi p of  t r ust  or  r el i ance and whi ch r equi r e t he 

knowl edge,  j udgment ,  and ski l l  of  a per son t r ai ned as a l awyer .   

The pr act i ce of  l aw i ncl udes but  i s not  l i mi t ed t o:  
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( 1)  Gi vi ng advi ce or  counsel  t o ot her s as t o t hei r  l egal  

r i ght s or  t he l egal  r i ght s or  r esponsi bi l i t i es of  ot her s f or  

f ees or  ot her  consi der at i on.   

( 2)  Sel ect i on,  dr af t i ng,  or  compl et i on f or  anot her  ent i t y 

or  per son of  l egal  document s or  agr eement s whi ch af f ect  t he 

l egal  r i ght s of  t he ot her  ent i t y or  per son( s) .  

( 3)  Repr esent at i on of  anot her  ent i t y or  per son( s)  i n a 

cour t ,  or  i n a f or mal  admi ni st r at i ve adj udi cat i ve pr oceedi ng or  

ot her  f or mal  di sput e r esol ut i on pr ocess or  i n an admi ni st r at i ve 

adj udi cat i ve pr oceedi ng i n whi ch l egal  pl eadi ngs ar e f i l ed or  a 

r ecor d i s est abl i shed as t he basi s f or  j udi c i al  r evi ew.  

( 4)  Negot i at i on of  l egal  r i ght s or  r esponsi bi l i t i es on 

behal f  of  anot her  ent i t y or  per son( s) .  

( 5)  Any ot her  act i v i t y det er mi ned t o be t he pr act i ce of  l aw 

by t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t .  

SCR 23.02 License required to practice law; use of titles. 

(1) RI GHT OF A PERSON TO PRACTI CE LAW I N WI SCONSI N.   A per son who i s  

dul y l i censed t o pr act i ce l aw i n t hi s st at e by t he Wi sconsi n 

Supr eme Cour t  and who i s an act i ve member  of  t he St at e Bar  of  

Wi sconsi n may pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   No per son may engage 

i n t he pr act i ce of  l aw i n Wi sconsi n,  or  at t empt  t o do so,  or  

make a r epr esent at i on t hat  he or  she i s aut hor i zed t o do so,  

unl ess t he per son i s cur r ent l y l i censed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n by t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t  and i s an act i ve member  

of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

(2) EXCEPTI ONS AND EXCLUSI ONS.   A l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw and 

act i ve member shi p i n t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n ar e not  r equi r ed 
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f or  a per son engaged i n any of  t he f ol l owi ng act i v i t i es i n 

Wi sconsi n,  r egar dl ess of  whet her  t hese act i v i t i es const i t ut e t he 

pr act i ce of  l aw:  

( a)  Pr act i c i ng l aw pur suant  t o SCR 10. 03( 4)  by a non-

r esi dent  counsel  or  r egi st er ed i n- house counsel .  

( b)  Ser vi ng as a cour t house f aci l i t at or  pur suant  t o cour t  

r ul e.  

( c)  Appear i ng i n a r epr esent at i ve capaci t y bef or e an 

admi ni st r at i ve t r i bunal  or  agency t o t he ext ent  per mi t t ed by 

such t r i bunal  or  agency.  

Comment  

A nonl awyer  who i s an empl oyee,  member ,  or  of f i cer  of  an 

ent i t y or  or gani zat i on may r epr esent  such ent i t y,  or gani zat i on 

or  any cor por at e af f i l i at e bef or e an admi ni st r at i ve t r i bunal  or  

agency of  t he St at e of  Wi sconsi n.  

( d)  Ser vi ng i n a neut r al  capaci t y as a medi at or ,  

ar bi t r at or ,  conci l i at or ,  or  f aci l i t at or .  

( e)  Par t i c i pat i on i n l abor  negot i at i ons,  ar bi t r at i ons or  

conci l i at i ons ar i s i ng under  col l ect i ve bar gai ni ng r i ght s or  

agr eement s.  

( f )  Act i ng as a l obbyi st .  

( g)  Sal e of  l egal  f or ms i n any f or mat .  

( h)  Act i v i t i es whi ch ar e pr eempt ed by f eder al  l aw.  

( i )  Sel ect i on or  compl et i on of  a l egal  document ,  i ncl udi ng 

a l egal  document  cr eat ed pur suant  t o st at ut e,  admi ni st r at i ve 

r ul e,  or  Supr eme Cour t  Or der ,  wher e t he document  may cont ai n 

var i ous bl anks and pr ovi s i ons t o be f i l l ed i n or  compl et ed and 
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sel ect i on or  compl et i on of  t he l egal  document  r equi r es onl y 

common or  t r ansact i on- speci f i c  knowl edge r egar di ng t he r equi r ed 

i nf or mat i on and gener al  knowl edge of  t he l egal  consequences.  

( j )  Ser vi ng i n a neut r al  capaci t y as a c l er k or  cour t  

empl oyee pr ovi di ng i nf or mat i on t o t he publ i c pur suant  t o Supr eme 

Cour t  Or der .  

( k)  Any ot her  act i v i t i es t hat  t he Supr eme Cour t  has 

det er mi ned by r ul e or  by publ i shed opi ni on do not  const i t ut e t he 

unl i censed or  unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  l aw or  whi ch ar e 

per mi t t ed under  a r egul at or y syst em est abl i shed by t he Supr eme 

Cour t ,  Wi sconsi n St at ut es,  Admi ni st r at i ve Code or  common l aw.  

( l )  Act i ng as a nonl awyer  advocat e under  t he di r ect i on or  

super vi s i on of  a l awyer .   

( m)  Act i ng as a nonl awyer  assi st ant  under  t he super vi s i on 

of  a l awyer  i n compl i ance wi t h SCR 20: 5. 3 of  t he Wi sconsi n Rul es 

of  Pr of essi onal  Conduct  f or  At t or neys.  

Comment  

Thi s pr ovi s i on encompasses pr act i cal  t r ai ni ng of  l aw 

st udent s aut hor i zed by SCR Ch.  50.  

( n)  Gover nment al  agenci es,  I ndi an t r i bes and t hei r  

empl oyees car r y i ng out  r esponsi bi l i t i es pr ovi ded by l aw.  

( o)  Pr act i c i ng wi t hi n t he scope of  pr act i ce al l owed by a 

cur r ent  cr edent i al  i ssued or  aut hor i zed under  chs.  440 t o 480,  

st at s. ,  or  per f or mi ng ser vi ces under  t he super vi s i on of  a 

pr of essi onal  hol di ng a cur r ent  cr edent i al  i ssued under  chs.  440 

t o 480,  st at s. ,  pr ovi ded t hat  t he Supr eme Cour t  has not  
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det er mi ned by r ul e or  by publ i shed opi ni on t hat  t he act i v i t y 

const i t ut es t he unl i censed or  unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  l aw.  

( p)  A vi ct i m ser vi ce r epr esent at i ve act i ng wi t hi n t he scope 

of  s.  895. 45,  st at s. ,  or  a Cour t  Appoi nt ed Speci al  Advocat e 

( CASA)  vol unt eer  or  st af f  member  act i ng wi t hi n t he scope of  

s.  48. 236,  st at s.  

( q)  A nonl awyer  ent i t y or  or gani zat i on act i ng t hr ough 

l awyer  empl oyees t o t he ext ent  such l awyer s per f or m pr o bono 

l egal  ser vi ces f or  nonpr of i t  or gani zat i ons,  l ow- i ncome cl i ent s,  

or  ot her wi se i n t he publ i c i nt er est .   

( r )  An ent i t y or  or gani zat i on i n t he busi ness of  i nsur ance 

guar ant ee or  i ndemni t y,  or  t he pr ovi s i on,  sal e or  mar ket i ng of  

i nsur ance or  f i nanci al  pr oduct s or  ser vi ces per mi t t ed t o be 

of f er ed by i nsur ance compani es under  s.  I ns 6. 75,  Wi s.  Admi n.  

Code,  or  a sel f - i nsur ed ent i t y or  or gani zat i on,  or  any empl oyee 

l i censed under  ch.  628,  st at s. ,  or  cont r act or  of  any of  t he 

f or egoi ng ent i t i es or  or gani zat i ons when conduct i ng t hei r  

i nsur ance busi ness,  whi ch i ncl udes but  i s not  l i mi t ed t o:  ( 1)  

i nvest i gat i ng or  adj ust i ng c l ai ms agai nst  i t  or  i t s  i nsur ed;  ( 2)  

negot i at i ng wi t h ot her  per sons or  ent i t i es;  ( 3)  conduct i ng l oss 

cont r ol  f unct i ons;  ( 4)  under wr i t i ng busi ness;  ( 5)  sel l i ng 

i nsur ance or  f i nanci al  pr oduct s or  ser vi ces per mi t t ed t o be 

of f er ed by i nsur ance compani es under  s.  I ns 6. 75,  Wi s.  Admi n.  

Code,  or  pr ovi di ng advi ce and counsel  wi t h r espect  t o such 

i nsur ance or  f i nanci al  pr oduct s or  ser vi ces;  ( 6)  t he pr epar at i on 

of  r el eases or  set t l ement  agr eement s;  ( 7)  usi ng a l awyer  

empl oyee or  capt i ve l awyer  admi t t ed t o t he bar  i n Wi sconsi n or  
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ot her wi se per mi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n t o r epr esent  

i t s pr i nci pal  or  cor por at e af f i l i at e,  or  an i nsur ed or  

noni nsur ed f or  whom a def ense i s pr ovi ded;  and ( 8)  any act  

r equi r ed of  an i nsur er  by l aw,  pr ovi ded t hat  t he Supr eme Cour t  

has not  det er mi ned by r ul e or  by publ i shed opi ni on t hat  t he 

act i v i t y const i t ut es t he unl i censed or  unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  

l aw.  

( s)  Pr of essi onal  act i v i t i es per f or med by a cer t i f i ed publ i c 

account ant  or  by a per son wor ki ng under  t he di r ect i on of  a 

cer t i f i ed publ i c account ant .   

( t )  Any st at e or  f eder al l y char t er ed f i nanci al  i nst i t ut i on 

or  af f i l i at e of  such an i nst i t ut i on when engagi ng i n an act i v i t y 

t hat  i s  wi t hi n i t s aut hor i t y under  appl i cabl e st at e or  f eder al  

l aw,  i ncl udi ng any per son pr ovi di ng ser vi ces f or  i t  i n 

connect i on wi t h t hat  act i v i t y;  pr ovi ded t hat  t he Supr eme Cour t  

has not  det er mi ned by r ul e or  by publ i shed opi ni on t hat  t he 

act i v i t y const i t ut es t he unl i censed or  unaut hor i zed pr act i ce of  

l aw.  

( u)  A benef i t s speci al i st  act i ng i n t he scope of  

s.  46. 81( 4) ,  st at s. ,  or  i n t he scope of  s.  46. 283,  st at s. ,  and 

s.  DHS 10. 23 ( 2)  ( d) ,  Wi s.  Adm.  Code.   

( v)  Nonl awyer s maki ng any di scl osur e or  advi sement  whi ch i s 

r equi r ed by st at e or  f eder al  l aw.  

( w)  Teachi ng about  t he l aw or  pr ovi di ng i nf or mat i on about  

t he l aw i ncl udi ng t he l egal  r i ght s or  r esponsi bi l i t i es of  

per sons under  t he l aw,  i n a manner  t hat  i s  not  di r ect ed at  
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pr ovi di ng speci f i c  l egal  advi ce t o a speci f i c  i ndi v i dual  i n t he 

cont ext  of  a speci f i c  mat t er .  

Comment  

The except i ons may al so encompass:  

Nonl awyer  empl oyees of  an ent i t y or  or gani zat i on t hat  

engage i n gi v i ng advi ce or  counsel  t o anot her  ent i t y or  per son 

as t o t he l egal  r i ght s of  t hat  ent i t y or  per son;  sel ect i on,  

dr af t i ng,  or  compl et i on,  f or  anot her  ent i t y or  per son,  of  l egal  

document s;  or  negot i at i on of  l egal  r i ght s or  r esponsi bi l i t i es on 

behal f  of  anot her  ent i t y or  per son,  wher e t he act i v i t i es ar e 

under t aken f or  t he sol e benef i t  of  t he ent i t y or  or gani zat i on or  

any cor por at e af f i l i at e;  

Nonl awyer  empl oyees of  an ent i t y or  or gani zat i on pr epar i ng 

l egal  document s t hat  ar e i nci dent al  t o t he ent i t y ' s or  

or gani zat i on' s busi ness and connect ed wi t h any t r ansact i on i n 

whi ch t he ent i t y has a di r ect ,  pr i mar y,  and nonf i duci ar y  

i nt er est ,  or  a f i duci ar y i nt er est  r equi r ed by f eder al  l aw;  

Nonl awyer  ent i t i es or  or gani zat i ons whi ch empl oy l awyer  

empl oyees t o per f or m t he act i v i t i es descr i bed i n 23. 01( 1)  f or  

such ent i t y,  ot her  ent i t i es wi t hi n t he or gani zat i on,  or  i n t he 

case of  pr i vat el y hel d ent i t i es or  or gani zat i ons,  f or  owner s and 

t hei r  f ami l i es,  of f i cer s,  di r ect or s,  or  empl oyees of  t he ent i t y 

or  or gani zat i on;  

A nonl awyer  ent i t y or  or gani zat i on act i ng t hr ough l awyer  

empl oyees pr ovi di ng l egal  ser vi ces,  wi t hout  di r ect  payment  

t her ef or ,  t o a par t y ot her  t han a par t y descr i bed i n ( j ) ,  i n a 

manner  consi st ent  wi t h t he Wi sconsi n Rul es of  Pr of essi onal  
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Conduct  f or  At t or neys ( i ncl udi ng,  wi t hout  l i mi t at i on,  t he r ul es 

r el at i ng t o conf l i c t s of  i nt er est  and f ee shar i ng) ,  so l ong as 

t he ent i t y or  or gani zat i on has a f i nanci al  i nt er est  i n t he 

out come of  t he l egal  ser vi ces,  t her e i s a commonal i t y of  pur pose 

bet ween t he ent i t y or  or gani zat i on and t he t hi r d par t y,  and t he 

ent i t y or  or gani zat i on i s not  ot her wi se i n t he busi ness of  

pr ovi di ng l egal  ser vi ces except  as pr ovi ded i n t hese r ul es.  

( 3)   USE OF TI TLES.  Except  as per mi t t ed by SCR 10. 03( 4) ,  onl y 

a per son who i s cur r ent l y l i censed t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n 

and who i s an act i ve member  of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n may 

r epr esent  hi msel f  or  her sel f  t o t he publ i c usi ng t he wor ds 

at t or ney at  l aw,  l awyer ,  sol i c i t or ,  counsel or ,  at t or ney and 

counsel or ,  pr oct or ,  l aw,  l aw of f i ce,  or  ot her  equi val ent  wor ds 

i n connect i on wi t h hi s or  her  name or  any si gn,  adver t i sement ,  

busi ness car d,  l et t er head,  c i r cul ar ,  not i ce,  or  ot her  wr i t i ng,  

document  or  desi gn,  t he evi dent  pur pose of  whi ch i s t o i nduce 

ot her s t o bel i eve or  under st and t he per son t o be aut hor i zed t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n t hi s st at e or  ot her wi se qual i f i ed t o pr ovi de 

pr of essi onal  l egal  ser vi ces or  advi ce.   

Comment  

The pr act i ce of  l aw r equi r es a ski l l f ul  pr act i t i oner  wi t h 

t r ai ni ng i n how t o f i nd,  i nt er pr et  and appl y t he l aw i n var i ous 

c i r cumst ances whi ch i nvol ve t he l egal  r i ght s and i nt er est s of  

t he per son( s)  bei ng ser ved.   Li censur e and r egul at i on of  t he 

pr act i ce of  l aw ar e necessar y t o pr ot ect  t he publ i c i nt er est  

f r om har m whi ch can r esul t  f r om i ncompet ency,  di shonest y,  and 

unet hi cal  behavi or .   The r egul at i on of  t he pr act i ce of  l aw i n 
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Wi sconsi n i s a j udi c i al  power  vest ed i n t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme 

Cour t .   Sei t z i nger  v.  Communi t y Heal t h Net wor k,  2004 WI  28,  ¶31,  

270 Wi s.  2d 1,  19.   

A l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s a pr i v i l ege 

best owed upon someone who has compl et ed l egal  t r ai ni ng t hr ough 

an accr edi t ed l aw school  and who has met  t he st andar ds 

pr escr i bed by t he Wi sconsi n Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s.   Once 

admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n,  a l awyer  must  compl y wi t h 

r equi r ement s desi gned t o r educe t he l i kel i hood of  har m t o t he 

publ i c.   For  exampl e,  a l awyer  must  compl et e a mi ni mum number  of  

hour s of  cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on ever y t wo year s and i s 

r equi r ed t o f ol l ow a code of  pr of essi onal  and et hi cal  conduct .   

The f ai l ur e of  a l awyer  t o abi de by t he r equi r ed st andar ds may 

r esul t  i n di sci pl i ne,  i ncl udi ng but  not  l i mi t ed t o suspensi on 

and/ or  r evocat i on of  a l awyer ' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw as wel l  

as ot her  r emedi es.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  f i ve year s af t er  t he ef f ect i ve 

dat e of  t hi s or der  t he pet i t i oner ,  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n,  

shal l  pr ovi de t he cour t  wi t h a wr i t t en r epor t  advi s i ng t he cour t  

of  t he i mpact  of  t he adopt i on of  SCR Chapt er  23 and,  upon 

r ecei pt  of  t hi s r epor t  t he cour t  shal l  schedul e a hear i ng t o 

r evi ew t he r ul e.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he Comment s t o SCR Chapt er  23 

ar e not  adopt ed,  but  wi l l  be publ i shed and may be consul t ed f or  

gui dance i n i nt er pr et i ng and appl y i ng SCR Chapt er  23.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t he cr eat i on of  

SCR Chapt er  23 shal l  be gi ven by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy 
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of  t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  

publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.   Because of  t he 

l engt h of  t hi s or der ,  t hi s not i ce r equi r ement  may be sat i sf i ed 

by publ i cat i on of  t he Not i ce of  Rul e Change at t ached her et o as 

Appendi x A.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he f ul l  t ext  of  t he or der  

cr eat i ng SCR Chapt er  23 shal l  be made avai l abl e on t he Websi t e 

of  t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t ,  ht t p: / / wi cour t s. gov,  and t he 

Websi t e of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 27t h day of  Jul y,  2010.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
A.  John Voel ker  
Act i ng Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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In the matter of the Definition of the Practice 
of Law and the Administration of a Rule 
Defining the Practice of Law.  
 
NOTICE OF RULE CHANGE 
 

FILED 
 

JUL 27, 2010 
 

A.  John Voel ker  
Act i ng Cl er k of  

Supr eme Cour t  
Madi son,  WI  

 

  
 
 

I T I S ORDERED t hat  ef f ect i ve Januar y 1,  2011,  Chapt er  23 of  

t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s cr eat ed t o r ead as set  f or t h i n t he 

or der  of  t hi s cour t  dat ed Jul y 27,  2010. 

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he f ul l  t ext  of  t he or der  

cr eat i ng SCR Chapt er  23 shal l  be made avai l abl e on t he Websi t e 

of  t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t ,  ht t p: / / wi cour t s. gov,  and t he 

Websi t e of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 27t h day of  Jul y,  2010.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
A.  John Voel ker  
Act i ng Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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