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On June 30,  2011,  A.  John Voel ker ,  Di r ect or  of  St at e Cour t s,  on 

t he r ecommendat i on of  t he Pl anni ng and Pol i cy Advi sor y Commi t t ee 

( PPAC) ,  pet i t i oned t he cour t  t o r epeal  Supr eme Cour t  Rul es ( SCR)  

70. 38 and SCR 70. 39,  r egar di ng cour t  secur i t y  and f aci l i t i es ,  and 

r ecr eat e t hem as a separ at e chapt er  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es.   The 

pet i t i on st at es a " separ at e chapt er  wi l l  r ecogni ze t he i mpor t ance of  

secur i t y pol i cy and pr ocedur e devel opment ,  i mpl ement at i on and 

moni t or i ng as a f unct i on of  t he j udi c i ar y whi l e al so r ecogni z i ng t he 

cooper at i ve r el at i onshi p bet ween t he st at e and count i es i n t he 

const r uct i on and mai nt enance of  Wi sconsi n' s cour t houses. "   The 

pet i t i on not es t he r ul es woul d cont i nue t o be advi sor y.  

On Januar y 11,  2012,  t he cour t  hel d a publ i c hear i ng.   At  i t s  

ensui ng open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ences t he cour t  appr oved t he 

pet i t i on and adopt ed t he pr oposed r ul e,  as r evi sed.   



No.   11- 03 
 

2 
 

I T I S ORDERED t hat ,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  t he 

Supr eme Cour t  Rul es ar e amended as f ol l ows:  

SECTION 1.   SCRs 70. 38 and 70. 39 ar e r epeal ed.   

SECTION 2.   SCR Chapt er  68 i s cr eat ed t o r ead:  

SCR CHAPTER 68 

COURT SECURITY, FACILITIES, AND STAFFING 

SCR 68.01  Purpose.  (1)  Thi s chapt er  i s pr omul gat ed by t he 

supr eme cour t  t o pr omot e communi cat i on among ci r cui t  cour t s,  count y 

of f i c i al s,  cour t  pl anner s,  ar chi t ect s and cont r act or s concer ni ng 

cour t  f aci l i t i es i ssues.   I t  r ecogni zes t he const i t ut i onal l y 

appr opr i at e par t i c i pat i on of  t he supr eme cour t  and ci r cui t  cour t s i n 

addr essi ng t hei r  f aci l i t i es and st af f i ng needs and pr i or i t i es wi t hi n 

t he const r ai nt s est abl i shed by f undi ng l i mi t at i ons and budget  

pr i or i t i es.   Thi s chapt er  r ecogni zes t he cour t ' s  aut hor i t y t o di r ect  

act i v i t i es and pol i c i es of  t he di r ect or  of  st at e cour t s and of  t he 

j udi c i ar y.   I t  i s  i nt ended t o assi st  count i es and cour t s i n maki ng 

sound deci s i ons about  t he cour t  f aci l i t i es t hat  ser ve t he ci t i zens of  

t hei r  Wi sconsi n communi t i es.  

(2)  Thi s chapt er  does not  cr eat e a f i xed st andar d.   I t  i s  

i nt ended t o be a st at ement  of  gener al  pur pose and pr ocedur e whi ch 

est abl i shes a f l exi bl e f r amewor k f or  cour t s '  par t i c i pat i on i n 

deci s i on- maki ng r egar di ng cour t  f aci l i t i es whi l e r ecogni z i ng t he wi de 

r ange of  needs and ci r cumst ances whi ch exi st  i n count i es acr oss t he 

st at e.  

(3)  The st andar ds i n t hi s chapt er  appl y t o exi st i ng cour t  

f aci l i t i es,  t o t he const r uct i on,  r emodel i ng and r el ocat i on of  cour t  
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f aci l i t i es and t o t he r evi ew and appr oval  of  cour t  f aci l i t i es under  

SCR 68. 03 ( 2)  and ( 4) .  

COMMENT 

SCR Chapt er  68 i s t he cul mi nat i on of  an admi ni st r at i ve r ul e 

pet i t i on f i l ed by t he Di r ect or  of  St at e Cour t s on behal f  of  t he 

Pl anni ng and Pol i cy Advi sor y Commi t t ee ( " Pet i t i oner s" )  on June 30,  

2011.   Subsequent  t o t he f i l i ng of  t he r ul e pet i t i on t he Wi sconsi n 

Legi s l at ur e enact ed 2011 Wi sconsi n Act  35 ( t he " conceal ed car r y"  

l egi s l at i on)  on Jul y 8,  2011.   The Pet i t i oner s advi sed t hi s cour t  

t hat  2011 Wi sconsi n Act  35 was deemed beyond t he scope of  Chapt er  68 

and t hat  t hi s Chapt er  i s not  i nt ended t o addr ess i ssues pr esent ed by 

2011 Wi sconsi n Act  35 or  r egar di ng t he const i t ut i onal  r i ght  t o bear  

ar ms.  

SCR 68.02  Definitions.  (1) I n t hi s chapt er :  

( a)   " Commi t t ee"  means t he secur i t y and f aci l i t i es commi t t ee 

under  SCR 68. 05.  

( b)   " Cour t  f aci l i t y"  means t he f aci l i t i es used i n t he oper at i on 

of  t he c i r cui t  cour t  i ncl udi ng wi t hout  l i mi t at i on t he cour t r oom,  

cour t  chamber s,  t he of f i ce and st or age ar ea of  any cour t  

commi ssi oner ,  cour t  r epor t er ,  c l er k of  c i r cui t  cour t ,  r egi st er  i n 

pr obat e,  c l er k of  j uveni l e cour t ,  f ami l y cour t  counsel i ng,  t he j ur y 

r oom,  j ur y assembl y ar eas,  j udi c i al  st af f  ar eas,  ar eas t hat  may 

af f ect  t he secur i t y of  a cour t ,  cour t  st af f  and t he publ i c usi ng a 

cour t ,  ar eas used f or  access t o a cour t  and any ot her  f aci l i t i es used 

i n t he oper at i on of  a cour t ,  wher e cour t  pr oceedi ngs ar e conduct ed or  

j udi c i al  st af f  i s  housed.   
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( c)   " Pr esi di ng j udge"  means t he j udge appoi nt ed under  

SCR 70. 265 or  means t he j udge i n a s i ngl e br anch ci r cui t .  

( d)   " Shoul d"  i s  di r ect or y onl y,  not  mandat or y,  and connot es a 

dut y or  obl i gat i on t o pur sue a goal  or  obj ect i ve.  

( e)   " Judi c i al  of f i cer "  means a c i r cui t  cour t  j udge or  cour t  

commi ssi oner .   

( f )   " Swor n of f i cer "  means a deput y sher i f f  or  pol i ce of f i cer .   

( g)   " Cour t  secur i t y of f i cer "  means a non- swor n of f i cer  whose 

pr i nci pal  f unct i on i s t o pr ovi de secur i t y i n and about  t he cour t r oom 

and cour t  f aci l i t y .   

( h)   " Cour t  ai de"  means a c i v i l i an who wor ks wi t h j ur i es,  

pr ovi des r out i ne i nf or mat i on and di r ect i ons t o t he publ i c,  and 

assi st s t he cour t .    

SCR 68.03  Remodeling, construction, or relocation of court 

facilities or personnel.  (1)  The ci r cui t  j udges shal l  pr ompt l y 

not i f y t he chi ef  j udge of  t he j udi c i al  di st r i ct ,  i n wr i t i ng,  of  t he 

count y ' s i nt ent  t o r emodel ,  const r uct  or  r el ocat e any cour t  f aci l i t y 

or  t o r el ocat e any cour t  per sonnel .   

(2)  The ci r cui t  j udges and t he chi ef  j udge,  i n cooper at i on wi t h 

appr opr i at e count y of f i c i al s,  shal l  r evi ew any pr oposal s under  sub.  

( 1)  t oget her  wi t h any dr awi ngs or  pl ans.   The ci r cui t  j udges and t he 

chi ef  j udge shal l  par t i c i pat e i n t he pl anni ng pr ocess t o ensur e t hat  

t he pr oposal s under  sub.  ( 1)  ar e consi st ent  wi t h cur r ent  cour t  

f aci l i t y  st andar ds,  i ncl udi ng t hose r el at i ng t o f unct i onal  desi gn,  

audi o- vi sual  and acoust i cal  adequacy and secur i t y of  t he cour t s and 

t he publ i c,  and t hat  t hey conf or m t o t he r equi r ement s of  t he 
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Amer i cans Wi t h Di sabi l i t i es Act  and ot her  f eder al ,  st at e and l ocal  

l aws.   

COMMENT 

The t echni cal  r equi r ement s of  t he Amer i cans wi t h Di sabi l i t i es 

Act  ar e beyond t he scope of  t hese st andar ds.   Compl i ance wi t h f eder al  

l aw r equi r es cer t ai n accommodat i ons t o be i ncl uded i n al l  pr oj ect s.   

(3)  The di r ect or  of  st at e cour t s shal l  pr ovi de t echni cal  

assi st ance and advi ce on any pr oposal s under  sub.  ( 1) ,  wi t hi n t he 

r esour ces avai l abl e t o t he di r ect or ' s of f i ce.   

(4)  The chi ef  j udge shal l  r evi ew ever y new,  r emodel ed or  

r el ocat ed cour t  f aci l i t y  and gr ant  or  deny appr oval  f or  i t s  use,  

subj ect  t o r evi ew by t he supr eme cour t .   

(5)  No ci r cui t  j udge or  cour t  st af f  may occupy a new,  r emodel ed 

or  r el ocat ed cour t  f aci l i t y  unt i l  t he cour t  f aci l i t y  i s  appr oved 

under  sub.  ( 4) .   

SCR 68.04  Judicial Officer Authority.  Day t o day secur i t y 

deci s i ons and case speci f i c  secur i t y ar e wi t hi n t he di scr et i on of  

each i ndi v i dual  j udi c i al  of f i cer .   The j udi c i al  of f i cer  shal l  consul t  

as needed,  wi t h t he chi ef  j udge,  t he swor n of f i cer s,  or  t he cour t  

secur i t y of f i cer s.    

COMMENT 

Thi s pr ovi s i on conf i r ms t he aut hor i t y of  a pr esi di ng j udge i n 

hi s or  her  own cour t r oom.   See,  e. g. ,  St evenson v.  Mi l waukee Count y,  

140 Wi s.  14 ( 1909) .  

SCR 68.05  Security and Facilities Committee.  (1)  The 

pr esi di ng j udge f or  each count y shal l  appoi nt  a secur i t y and 

f aci l i t i es commi t t ee composed of  al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng:    
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( a)   One ci r cui t  j udge t o ser ve as chai r per son.  

( b)   The chai r per son of  t he count y boar d.  

( c)   The count y execut i ve,  count y admi ni st r at or ,  or  

admi ni st r at i ve coor di nat or .   

( d)   The cl er k of  t he c i r cui t  cour t .  

( e)   The count y sher i f f .  

( f )   The di st r i ct  at t or ney.  

( g)   The Wi sconsi n St at e Publ i c Def ender .  

( h)   A c i r cui t  cour t  commi ssi oner .  

( i )   One l awyer  desi gnat ed by t he pr esi dent  of  t he l ocal  bar  

associ at i on.   I f  t her e i s no associ at i on,  t he pr esi di ng j udge shal l  

appoi nt  a l awyer  r esi di ng i n t he count y.    

( j )   One r epr esent at i ve of  a v i ct i m- wi t ness suppor t  

or gani zat i on.  

( k)   One r epr esent at i ve of  t he f aci l i t i es/ mai nt enance 

depar t ment .   

( l )   Such ot her  per sons as t he commi t t ee consi der s appr opr i at e.  

A per son speci f i ed i n sub.  ( b)  – ( g)  may desi gnat e a per son f or  

appoi nt ment  t o t he commi t t ee i n hi s or  her  pl ace.  

(2)  I n t he absence of  a pr esi di ng j udge or  i f  t he pr esi di ng 

j udge i s unabl e t o act ,  t he chi ef  j udge of  t he j udi c i al  

admi ni st r at i ve di st r i ct  i n whi ch t he count y i s l ocat ed shal l  act  on 

behal f  of  t he pr esi di ng j udge under  t hi s subsect i on.  

COMMENT 

The cr eat i on of  a commi t t ee whi ch i ncl udes al l  of  t he desi gnat ed 

per sons i s essent i al  t o achi eve t he over al l  goal s of  t hese st andar ds.   

The pur pose of  t hi s r ul e i s t o i nsur e t hat  t he cour t  syst em i s 
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pr oact i ve,  gear ed t o pr event i on,  not  mer el y r eact i ve,  r espondi ng t o 

v i ol ent ,  per haps t r agi c,  i nci dent s.  Commi t t ees ar e encour aged t o 

consi der  i f  i t  i s  appr opr i at e t o i ncl ude a member  of  t he publ i c on 

t he commi t t ee.  

(3)  The commi t t ee shal l  meet  quar t er l y.   

(4)  The commi t t ee shal l  coor di nat e and devel op gener al  cour t  

secur i t y and f aci l i t i es pol i c i es and key act i v i t i es i ncl udi ng:  

( a)   The submi ssi on of  r epor t s t o t he Pl anni ng and Pol i cy 

Advi sor y Commi t t ee on secur i t y t hr eat s and i nci dent s and on 

cour t house const r uct i on,  r emodel i ng and secur i t y i nnovat i ons.   

( b)   A pol i cy f or  t he secur e del i ver y of  mai l ,  ot her  i t ems,  and 

suppl i es t o al l  of f i ces i n cour t  f aci l i t i es.   

( c)   A pol i cy f or  t he i ssuance,  cont r ol ,  and col l ect i on of  keys 

and el ect r oni c access devi ces f or  each cour t  f aci l i t y ,  gover ni ng 

access bef or e,  dur i ng and af t er  busi ness hour s.   

( d)   A pol i cy t o cont r ol  access t o cour t  f aci l i t i es f or  t hi r d 

par t y subcont r act or s and vendor s.   

( e)   An annual  t r ai ni ng pr ogr am,  i n coor di nat i on wi t h t he count y  

sher i f f ,  f or  al l  empl oyees and st af f .   

( f )   Pr ocedur es f or  a swor n of f i cer / cour t  secur i t y of f i cer  t o 

pat r ol  t he hal l s and publ i c ar eas.   

( g)   A pol i cy r egar di ng possessi on of  f i r ear ms by l aw 

enf or cement  of f i cer s who appear  as wi t nesses,  l i t i gant s,  or  who ar e 

pr esent  on per sonal  busi ness i n t he cour t  f aci l i t y .   

COMMENT 

Ther e i s a di f f er ence of  opi ni on whet her  swor n of f i cer s or  l aw 

enf or cement  of f i cer s who appear  as wi t nesses,  l i t i gant s,  or  on 
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per sonal  busi ness shoul d be per mi t t ed t o car r y a f i r ear m i n cour t  

f aci l i t i es.   

( h)   A l i s t  of  pr ohi bi t ed i t ems not  al l owed t o be br ought  i nt o 

t he cour t  f aci l i t y .   

( i )   A not i ce t o t he publ i c and empl oyees r egar di ng pr ohi bi t ed 

i t ems not  al l owed i n t he f aci l i t y  and war ni ng t hat  per sons ent er i ng 

t he f aci l i t y  ar e subj ect  t o sear ch.   

( j )   A pr ocedur e t o cal i br at e scr eeni ng equi pment  consi st ent  

wi t h manuf act ur es'  di r ect i ons.   

( k)   A pl an f or  deal i ng wi t h di sr upt i ons at  cour t  pr oceedi ngs,  

i ncl udi ng t r i al  and pr et r i al ,  i nvol v i ng par t i cul ar l y danger ous or  

di sr upt i ve l i t i gant s.   

( l )   A pol i cy f or  sear chi ng each cour t r oom or  ot her  vul ner abl e 

ar ea f or  expl osi ves or  ot her  danger ous i nst r ument al i t i es bef or e t he 

commencement  of  cour t  pr oceedi ngs each day.   

COMMENT 

The need f or  t hi s r egul ar  pr act i ce i s gr eat est  i n t hose count i es 

wher e cour t r ooms ar e used f or  non- j udi c i al  pur poses on eveni ngs and 

weekends.  

( m)   A pr epar edness pl an f or  di sast er s i mpact i ng or  af f ect i ng 

cour t  oper at i ons i n coor di nat i on wi t h t he l ocal  emer gency management  

depar t ment .  

( n)   A pr ocedur e t o r evi ew f eat ur es of  t he bui l di ngs'  ext er i or  

wi t h secur i t y f eat ur es i n mi nd,  such as an el ect r oni c sur vei l l ance 

syst em and ext er nal  l i ght i ng.    

COMMENT 
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The danger s cr eat ed by ext er nal  f eat ur es of  a cour t  f aci l i t y  

bui l di ng may be si gni f i cant .   Wi de var i at i ons among count i es as t o 

t hei r  l ocal  needs and t he desi gns of  t hei r  cour t houses r ender  a 

uni f or m st andar d i mpr act i cabl e.   Each commi t t ee shoul d assess r i sk 

f act or s and consi der  sol ut i ons t o mi ni mi ze danger .   

( o)   A pol i cy f or  t he moni t or i ng and sur vei l l ance of  al l  par ki ng 

ar eas i ncl udi ng publ i c,  empl oyee,  and ot her  desi gnat ed par ki ng ar eas.   

The commi t t ee shoul d consi der  est abl i shi ng a pol i cy gover ni ng mot or  

vehi c l es i n c l ose pr oxi mi t y t o t he cour t  f aci l i t y  and a pol i cy  t o 

est abl i sh bar r i er s pr event i ng vehi cul ar  access t o t he f aci l i t y .   

COMMENT 

The best  pr act i ce i s t o pr ohi bi t  vehi cul ar  par ki ng cl ose t o t he 

bui l di ng but  t hi s st andar d may not  be at t ai nabl e i n many count i es.   

( p)   A j ur or  saf et y pol i cy.   

COMMENT 

Jur or s must  be saf eguar ded f r om t hose who woul d seek t o 

i nt i mi dat e or  engage i n r epr i sal s.   Jur or  saf et y i ssues may ext end 

out si de t he cour t  f aci l i t y  and beyond t he t i me of  t r i al .   

( q)   A syst em of  r ecor di ng,  r epor t i ng,  and r espondi ng t o 

i nci dent s occur r i ng i n cour t  f aci l i t i es.   

( r )   A syst em of  r ecor di ng,  r epor t i ng,  and r espondi ng t o t hr eat s  

made t o j udi c i al  of f i cer s and cour t  st af f  and t hei r  f ami l i es and 

ot her s associ at ed wi t h t he cour t  as a l ocal  r ul e under  SCR 70. 34.   

COMMENT 

A syst emat i c r epor t i ng pr ocedur e f or  t hr eat s t o j udi c i al  

of f i cer s,  cour t  st af f  or  t hei r  f ami l i es shoul d be est abl i shed i n each 

count y.   Thi s ser ves t he benef i c i al  pur pose of  al l owi ng per sons ot her  
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t han t he obj ect  of  t he t hr eat  t o assess i t s ser i ousness,  as t her e may 

be a t endency by t he per son t hr eat ened t o mi ni mi ze i t  as " par t  of  t he 

j ob. "   The pol i cy shoul d desi gnat e t he per son t o whom t hr eat s ar e t o 

be r epor t ed,  est abl i sh t he r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  i nvest i gat i on or  ot her  

r esponse and pr ovi de f or  t he r et ent i on of  r ecor ds of  al l  r epor t ed 

t hr eat s.  

( s)   A pr ocedur e wher eby each j udi c i al  of f i cer  may compl et e and 

submi t  a j udi c i al  pr of i l e t o l ocal  l aw enf or cement  and pr ovi des 

annual  updat es.   

COMMENT 

The U. S.  Mar shal s Ser vi ce Judi c i al  Pr of i l e pr ovi des a good 

t empl at e f or  j udi c i al  of f i cer s.  I t  i s  i mpor t ant  t o not e t hat  t hi s 

pr of i l e may be subj ect  t o t he Wi sconsi n publ i c r ecor ds l aw,  Wi s.  

St at .  19. 31- 39,  and i t  cannot  be guar ant eed t hat  al l  of  t he 

i nf or mat i on col l ect ed i n t hi s pr of i l e can be kept  conf i dent i al .   

( t )   A pol i cy f or  per i odi c secur i t y audi t s.   

COMMENT 

The U. S.  Mar shal s Ser vi ce i s an excel l ent  r esour ce on cour t  

secur i t y and has exper t i se t o assi st  count i es wi t h secur i t y pl anni ng 

and eval uat i on of  exi st i ng saf eguar ds.   

( u)   A pol i cy on money col l ect i on and saf eguar di ng of  money.   

COMMENT 

Cl er ks of  cour t  col l ect  subst ant i al  amount s of  money.   An 

enhanced pr ot ect i on pr ogr am f or  t hese f unds wi l l  not  onl y saf eguar d 

t he t axpayer s '  t r easur y but  wi l l  al so det er  any ef f or t s t o engage i n 

v i ol ence f or  f i nanci al  gai n.  
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( v)   A pol i cy f or  t he handl i ng and st or age of  f i r ear ms,  ot her  

danger ous i nst r ument al i t i es and cont r aband r ecei ved as evi dence 

dur i ng cour t  pr oceedi ngs.   

COMMENT 

Document s and ot her  exhi bi t s r ecei ved dur i ng j udi c i al  

pr oceedi ngs must  be saf eguar ded as par t  of  t he cour t  r ecor d.   Cer t ai n 

i t ems of  evi dence pr esent  r easons f or  speci al  at t ent i on t o t hei r  

handl i ng dur i ng br eaks,  over ni ght  i n mul t i - day pr oceedi ngs and 

f ol l owi ng t he concl usi on of  t he pr oceedi ng i n whi ch t hey ar e 

i nt r oduced.  

( w)   Consi der at i on of  whet her  t he commi t t ee can assi st  t he 

muni ci pal  cour t s i n i t s count y i n secur i t y mat t er s.   

COMMENT 

Muni ci pal  cour t s gener al l y ar e not  l ocat ed i n t he count y 

cour t house but  convene i n var i ous publ i c bui l di ngs.   Al l  cour t s shar e 

cer t ai n basi c secur i t y concer ns.   I f  t he commi t t ee i s consi der i ng 

muni ci pal  cour t  secur i t y or  f aci l i t i es t he commi t t ee shoul d consi der  

appoi nt i ng a muni ci pal  j udge as a commi t t ee member .   

SCR 68.06  Security:  Structure and design.  (1)  A cour t  

f aci l i t y  housi ng cour t r ooms shoul d have a sect or i ng syst em t hat  

di v i des t he bui l di ng i nt o t he f ol l owi ng 3 t ypes of  ar eas accor di ng t o 

t he nat ur e of  access t o t hem:  

( a)   Publ i c ar eas wher e t he gener al  publ i c has r el at i vel y f r ee 

access.  

( b)   Rest r i ct ed access ar eas wher e gener al l y onl y t he f ol l owi ng 

ar e per mi t t ed access:  j udi c i al  of f i cer s,  j ur or s and desi gnat ed 

per sonnel .   



No.   11- 03 
 

12 
 

( c)   Secur e access ar eas wher e onl y pr i soner s and l aw 

enf or cement  per sonnel  ar e per mi t t ed.   

(2)  ENTRANCES.   ( a)   Public Entrance.   A cour t  f aci l i t y  shoul d 

have a s i ngl e ent r ance wi t h appr opr i at e scr eeni ng mechani sms i n pl ace 

t o scr een per sons,  car r y- i n i t ems and packages.    Scr eeni ng st at i ons 

shoul d be equi pped wi t h a magnet omet er ,  x- r ay f or  packages and car r y-

i n i t ems,  dur ess al ar ms,  and vi deo sur vei l l ance.    

( b)   Restricted Access Entrance.   Al l  j udi c i al  of f i cer s and 

desi gnat ed per sonnel  shoul d ent er  t hr ough a secur e and separ at e 

ent r ance equi pped wi t h scr eeni ng t he same as t he publ i c ent r ance i n 

sub ( 1) .   

( c)   Ent r ances ot her  t han t he publ i c ent r ance shoul d be secur ed 

and access l i mi t ed.   

COMMENT 

Any new cour t  f aci l i t y  shoul d i ncor por at e sect or i ng pr i nci pl es 

i f  i t  i s  t o pr ovi de t he most  basi c secur i t y t hat  can be at t ai ned 

t hr ough st r uct ur al  desi gn.   Exi s t i ng f aci l i t i es pr esent  a wi de r ange 

of  st r uct ur al  var i at i ons t hat  cr eat e obst acl es t o t he use of  

sect or i ng pr i nci pl es.   However ,  i n many exi st i ng cour t houses t her e 

ar e oppor t uni t i es t o achi eve some sect or i ng t hat  wi l l  i mpr ove 

secur i t y.   I n addi t i on,  r emodel i ng pr oj ect s under t aken f or  non-

secur i t y pur poses of f er  cost - ef f i c i ent  oppor t uni t i es t o enhance t he 

over al l  sect or i ng of  a cour t house.  

Secur e pr i soner  t r anspor t  and hol di ng ar eas el i mi nat e any 

pr i soner  i nt er act i on wi t h t he publ i c unt i l  t hey ar e i n a cour t r oom 

and ar e cr i t i cal  t o t he saf et y of  t he publ i c,  cour t  st af f ,  and t he 
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pr i soner s t hemsel ves.   The need f or  an ar ea wher e at t or neys can meet  

wi t h t hei r  c l i ent s shoul d be consi der ed i n t he desi gn.   

(3)  COURTROOMS.   A cour t r oom shoul d be const r uct ed t o i ncl ude al l  

of  t he f ol l owi ng:    

( a)   A s i ngl e publ i c ent r y t hat  accommodat es a secur i t y 

checkpoi nt  f or  use as needed.  

( b)   Ent r ances f or  j udges and cour t  st af f  t hat  ar e adj acent  t o 

t he bench and ent r ances f or  j ur or s t hat  ar e as c l ose t o t he j ur y  box 

as possi bl e.  

( c)   Ot her  access t o t he cour t r oom,  such as wi ndows or  

mai nt enance access,  t hat  i nhi bi t s unaut hor i zed ent r y.  

( d)   A j udge' s bench shoul d be of  a s i ze and hei ght  t o det er  

physi cal  at t acks,  shal l  have a bui l t - i n bul l et - r esi st ant  bar r i er  of  

t he hi ghest  t hr eat  l evel ,  and shoul d pr ovi de a di r ect  s i ght  l i ne t o 

t he publ i c ent r ance.   

( e)   Cour t  r epor t er  and cl er k st at i ons shal l  be equi pped wi t h a 

bui l t - i n bul l et - r esi st ant  bar r i er  of  t he hi ghest  t hr eat  l evel .  

( f )   Li ght i ng panel s t hat  ar e l ocat ed i n ar eas wher e onl y cour t  

st af f  have access t o t hem.  

( g)   Li ght i ng t hat  enhances saf et y and i s suppor t ed by an 

emer gency power  sour ce.  

( h)   A c l ear  separ at i on bet ween t he spect at or  ar ea and t he ar ea 

used by t he par t i c i pant s i n cour t  pr oceedi ngs.  

COMMENT 

Cour t r ooms have of t en been t he si t e of  v i ol ent  and t r agi c  

i nci dent s,  and t hei r  desi gn i s an i mpor t ant  aspect  i n pr event i ng such 

occur r ences.   The per sonnel  and equi pment  st andar ds i n t hi s r ul e ar e 
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al so i nt egr al  par t s of  t he over al l  secur i t y st r at egy.   I n t he 

Amer i can syst em of  j ust i ce,  most  cour t  pr oceedi ngs ar e publ i c and 

secur i t y concer ns cannot  unr easonabl y i nt er f er e wi t h t hi s pr i nci pl e.   

However ,  a desi gn t hat  ensur es t he oppor t uni t y f or  pr oper  scr eeni ng 

of  t hose who ent er  t he cour t r oom and t he pr oper  physi cal  ar r angement  

of  t hose pr esent  wi l l  cr eat e a saf er  set t i ng i n whi ch c i t i zens may 

exer ci se t hei r  r i ght  t o par t i c i pat e i n or  obser ve publ i c j udi c i al  

pr oceedi ngs.   A s i ngl e publ i c ent r ance t o t he cour t r oom makes i t  

easi er  t o scr een t hose who ent er ,  t hough bui l di ng codes may r equi r e 

t hat  t her e be a second means of  egr ess f r om t he cour t r oom.   

Const r uct i on of  cour t r ooms wi t hout  wi ndows r educes t he secur i t y 

t hr eat  f r om out si de t he bui l di ng.   When wi ndows ar e i ncl uded i n 

cour t r oom desi gn,  car e shoul d be t aken t o shi el d cour t r oom 

par t i c i pant s f r om out si de vi ew.    

Because j udges ar e t he of f i c i al  r epr esent at i ves of  t he j udi c i al  

syst em,  t hey have of t en been t he t ar get s of  v i ol ence.   At t acks on 

j udges al so endanger  t hose wor ki ng cl osest  t o t hem.   A bul l et -

r esi st ant  bar r i er  shoul d be i nst al l ed i n ever y cour t r oom t o pr ovi de a 

pl ace of  i ncr eased pr ot ect i on i n t he event  a weapon i s di spl ayed.   

The separ at i on bet ween spect at or  ar ea and t he par t i c i pant s '  ar ea 

shoul d be suf f i c i ent  t o pr event  spect at or s '  physi cal  cont act  wi t h 

at t or neys,  l i t i gant s and j ur or s and t o ensur e t he pr i vacy of  

conver sat i ons bet ween at t or neys and t hei r  c l i ent s.   I f  a cour t r oom i s 

used f or  pr oceedi ngs whi ch f r equent l y dr aw an audi ence of  host i l e or  

cont ent i ous i ndi v i dual s,  consi der at i on shoul d be gi ven t o er ect i ng a 

physi cal  bar r i er  t o t he wel l  ar ea whi ch per mi t s spect at or s t o hear  
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and see t he pr oceedi ngs but  not  t o have physi cal  access t o t he 

l i t i gat i on wel l .   

(4)  A j ur y del i ber at i on r oom shoul d be l ocat ed wher e t he publ i c 

cannot  have cont act  wi t h j ur or s as t hey move t o and f r om t he 

cour t r oom and shoul d be desi gned t o ensur e t hei r  saf et y and t he 

secr ecy of  t hei r  del i ber at i ons.  

COMMENT 

Because of  t he i mpor t ance of  t hei r  i mpar t i al  del i ber at i ons,  

j ur or s must  be saf eguar ded f r om t hose who woul d seek t o i nt i mi dat e or  

engage i n r epr i sal s.   The secr ecy of  j ur y del i ber at i ons must  be 

guar ant eed.   Each commi t t ee shoul d consi der  adopt i ng pol i c i es on 

pr ot ect i ng j ur or s f ol l owi ng a t r i al ,  j ur or  par ki ng and ot her  mat t er s 

af f ect i ng j ur or  saf et y.  

(5)  Any cour t  f aci l i t y  used f or  cour t  commi ssi oner  hear i ngs 

shoul d be desi gned i n a manner  t hat  i ncor por at es t he secur i t y 

pr i nci pl es set  f or t h i n sub.  ( 3) .  

COMMENT 

The ext ent  t o whi ch cour t  commi ssi oner s ar e used var i es wi del y 

f r om count y t o count y.   I n a count y wher e a cour t  commi ssi oner  

handl es cr i mi nal  and t r af f i c ,  di vor ce,  smal l  c l ai ms or  j uveni l e 

pr oceedi ngs,  t he danger s pr esent  whi l e doi ng so ar e s i mi l ar  t o t hose 

f aci ng j udges i n t hei r  cour t r ooms.   Al l  t oo of t en,  cour t  

commi ssi oner s ar e cal l ed upon t o per f or m t hei r  r ol es i n smal l ,  

cr owded r ooms wher e t hey ar e i n c l ose pr oxi mi t y t o l i t i gant s,  

wi t nesses and spect at or s,  as wel l  as t o at t or neys and j udi c i al  st af f .   

The danger s must  be r ecogni zed and r ef l ect ed i n t he desi gn of  t hese 

ar eas.  
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The desi gn of  cour t  commi ssi oner  hear i ng r ooms and of f i ce ar eas 

and t he t ypes of  secur i t y per sonnel  and equi pment  needed shoul d be 

consi der ed by each commi t t ee,  usi ng t he f eat ur es of  cour t r oom 

secur i t y f or  gui dance and as a measur ement  i n assessi ng t hei r  

adequacy.  

(6)  A secur e r oom i n c l ose pr oxi mi t y t o l ocat i ons wher e 

cr i mi nal ,  f ami l y,  j uveni l e or  domest i c v i ol ence pr oceedi ngs ar e 

conduct ed shoul d be pr ovi ded f or  v i ct i m and chi l d wi t nesses wai t i ng 

t o appear  i n such pr oceedi ngs.   Chi l d and adul t  v i ct i ms and wi t nesses 

shal l  be separ at ed f r om al l eged j uveni l e or  adul t  of f ender s,  t hei r  

f r i ends and f ami l y member s.   

COMMENT 

Thi s st andar d i s a r ef l ect i on of  t he st at ut or y di r ect i ves i n 

ss.  950. 04( 1v) ( e) ,  938. 2965,  and 967. 10( 2) ,  st at s.  

SCR 68.07  Security: Personnel.  (1)  COURTROOM.   Ther e shoul d be 

no f ewer  t han t wo swor n of f i cer s i n each cour t r oom and each cour t  

commi ssi oner  hear i ng r oom when cour t  i s  i n sessi on.   The j udi c i al  

of f i cer  may expr essl y di r ect  ot her wi se.  

(2)  PUBLI C ENTRANCE STAFFI NG.   The publ i c ent r ance shoul d be st af f ed 

by at  l east  one swor n of f i cer ,  ar med wi t h a t r i pl e r et ent i on hol st er  

and access t o l aw enf or cement  band r adi o and ot her  qual i f i ed cour t  

secur i t y of f i cer s as necessar y.   At  l east  one swor n of f i cer  shoul d be 

avai l abl e t o pat r ol  t he publ i c ar eas and assi st  wi t h publ i c ent r ance 

st af f i ng as needed.    

COMMENT 

The pr esence of  swor n of f i cer s ser ves as a det er r ent  t o v i ol ent  

out bur st s and pr ovi des t he abi l i t y  t o r espond t o i nci dent s t hat  may 
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ar i se.   I n t hi s  r espect ,  t he open and obvi ous pr esence of  uni f or med 

of f i cer s i s an exampl e of  basi c cour t  secur i t y pr i nci pl es desi gned t o 

det er  t hose i nt ent  on har m,  det ect  t hose who have br eached secur i t y 

and l i mi t  t he damage caused by t he br each.   I t  i s  i mpossi bl e t o 

pr edi ct  t he t ype of  case t hat  mi ght  l ead t o a v i ol ent  i nci dent .   

Ther ef or e,  i t  i s  essent i al  t o pr ovi de cour t  secur i t y f or  al l  t ypes of  

cases.   The Nat i onal  Cent er  f or  St at e Cour t s '  St eps t o Best  Pr act i ces 

f or  Cour t  Bui l di ng Secur i t y ( 2010)  consi der s t he pr esence of  swor n 

of f i cer s at  t he publ i c ent r ance an ext r emel y i mpor t ant  ar ea of  

secur i t y t hat  pr ovi des a f oundat i on f or  t he i mpl ement at i on of  

addi t i onal  secur i t y measur es t hr oughout  t he cour t  f aci l i t y .   

(3)  Some count i es ut i l i ze c i v i l i an cour t  ai des i n addi t i on t o 

or  i n pl ace of  swor n of f i cer s or  cour t  secur i t y of f i cer s.   I t  i s  

i mpor t ant  t hat  al l  st af f  r ecei ve pr oper  t r ai ni ng i n cour t r oom 

secur i t y t echni ques and pol i c i es devel oped by t he commi t t ee.   

SCR 68.08  Security:  Equipment.  (1)  Each cour t r oom and cour t  

commi ssi oner  hear i ng r oom shoul d have a dur ess al ar m syst em connect ed 

t o an appr opr i at e l aw enf or cement  of f i ce t hat  wi l l  pr ovi de t he 

i mmedi at e r esponse of  an ar med of f i cer .   The al ar ms shoul d al so be 

l ocat ed i n j udges'  chamber s and st af f  ar eas,  cour t  commi ssi oner  

of f i ce ar eas and any l ocat i on i n t he cour t house wher e money i s 

col l ect ed or  st or ed or  wher e t her e ar e ot her  secur i t y r i sks.   Al l  

al ar ms shoul d be t est ed r egul ar l y.  

(2)   Each cour t r oom shoul d be equi pped wi t h a t el ephone.  

COMMENT 

Dur ess al ar m syst ems mount ed i n an easi l y accessi bl e l ocat i on i n 

a cour t r oom ar e a basi c secur i t y  devi ce t hat  shoul d be i nst al l ed i n 
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ever y cour t r oom.   The syst em shoul d be connect ed t o an of f i ce t hat  

pr ovi des const ant  moni t or i ng dur i ng al l  r egul ar  hour s of  cour t r oom 

use.   The al ar ms shoul d be abl e t o summon i mmedi at el y ar med l aw 

enf or cement  or  cour t  secur i t y st af f  t o r espond t o t he emer gency 

pr ompt i ng t he al ar m.   I t  i s  adv i sabl e t hat  al ar ms be i nst al l ed i n 

ot her  l ocat i ons havi ng t he pot ent i al  f or  v i ol ent  i nci dent s and ot her  

br eaches of  secur i t y.   Tel ephones can al so be used i n medi cal  

emer genci es and wi l l  f aci l i t at e t el ephone t est i mony and at t or ney 

appear ances.   Each commi t t ee shoul d consi der  t he use of  sur vei l l ance 

camer as i n some or  al l  cour t r ooms or  ot her  ar eas of  t he cour t house.   

However ,  a camer a cannot  t ake t he pl ace of  a swor n of f i cer  i n t he 

cour t r oom.   I n consi der i ng whet her  t o use camer as i n addi t i on t o 

secur i t y per sonnel ,  t he commi t t ee shoul d det er mi ne whet her  t her e i s 

adequat e st af f i ng t o have camer a vi ews moni t or ed i n r eal  t i me,  t he 

need f or  addi t i onal  secur i t y of f i cer s t o be near by t o r espond t o 

emer genci es,  and t he advant age of  havi ng a r ecor di ng of  cour t house 

di st ur bances f or  evi dence pur poses.   

(3)  Al l  of f i cer s pr ovi di ng secur i t y shoul d be pr ovi ded wi t h 

por t abl e met al  det ect i on devi ces.   

(4)  Al l  of f i cer s pr ovi di ng secur i t y shoul d be equi pped wi t h l aw 

enf or cement  communi cat i on equi pment .   

(5)  Each bui l di ng t hat  houses a cour t  f aci l i t y  shoul d be 

equi pped wi t h a publ i c addr ess syst em t hat  per mi t s al l  of  i t s  

occupant s t o be gi ven not i ces and i nst r uct i ons dur i ng an emer gency.  

SCR 68.09  Court Facilities:  Planning.  (1)  The commi t t ee 

shoul d i mmedi at el y est abl i sh a desi gn subcommi t t ee f or  any 

cont empl at ed r econst r uct i on or  s i gni f i cant  r emodel i ng of  cour t  
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f aci l i t i es i n t he count y.   The commi t t ee shal l  consul t  wi t h t he chi ef  

j udge.   The subcommi t t ee shoul d i nvi t e par t i c i pat i on by per sons not  

on t he commi t t ee,  i ncl udi ng t he count y publ i c wor ks di r ect or  or  

compar abl e of f i c i al ,  t he di st r i ct  cour t  admi ni st r at or ;  a member  of  

t he count y boar d and ot her  per sons t he commi t t ee bel i eves woul d be of  

assi st ance t o t he speci f i c  pr oj ect .  

COMMENT 

Havi ng t hose most  i nt i mat el y af f ect ed by a pl anned pr oj ect  

i nvol ved f r om t he ear l i est  st ages i s t he s i ngl e most  ef f ect i ve st ep 

i n assur i ng t hat  t he pr oj ect  wi l l  be bot h f unct i onal  and cost -

ef f ect i ve.   The subcommi t t ee shoul d be cr eat ed pr i or  t o and shoul d 

par t i c i pat e i n t he sel ect i on of  an ar chi t ect  and ot her  consul t ant s  

and shoul d r emai n i nvol ved unt i l  t he pr oj ect ' s compl et i on.   The 

subcommi t t ee shoul d consul t  wi t h t he commi t t ee dur i ng t he desi gn 

phase.   The cr eat i on of  a desi gn subcommi t t ee i s consi st ent  wi t h t he 

under l y i ng pur poses of  t hi s chapt er .   

(2)  Each count y shoul d devel op a l ong- r ange pl an f or  i t s cour t  

f aci l i t i es.  

COMMENT 

Thi s t ype of  pl an usual l y can be devel oped t hr ough t he ef f or t s 

of  count y st af f  and j udges wor ki ng cooper at i vel y and wi t hout  t he 

necessi t y of  expensi ve out si de consul t ant s.   Such a pl an can r ef l ect  

l ocal  condi t i ons and pr act i ces and pr ovi de an on- goi ng gui de i n 

consi der i ng t he advi sabi l i t y ,  scope and ot her  aspect s of  any 

cont empl at ed pr oj ect .   Long- t er m pl anni ng i s a cost - savi ng appr oach 

t o f aci l i t i es i ssues.  
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SCR 68.10  Court facilities:  Courtrooms.  (1)  Each ci r cui t  

cour t  j udge shoul d be pr ovi ded wi t h a separ at e cour t r oom.  

COMMENT 

Whi l e t he assi gnment  each day of  a cour t r oom t o a j udge may i n 

some count i es not  r equi r e t hat  t he j udge pr esi de i n t he same l ocat i on 

at  al l  t i mes,  each j udge must  have avai l abl e t o hi m or  her  a sui t abl e 

cour t r oom i n whi ch t o conduct  j udi c i al  busi ness.  

(2)  The mi ni mum r at i o bet ween j ur y and nonj ur y cour t r ooms 

shoul d be as f ol l ows:  

Number  of   
j udges i n count y 

 
Number  of  j ur y  
cour t r ooms 
 

1- 3 Al l  
4- 5 3 
6- 7 4 
8 5 
9- 10 6 
11- 12 7 
13 8 
14- 15 9 
16- 17 10 
18 11 
19- 20 12 
Over  20 60- 65% 

COMMENT 

I n count i es wi t h 4 or  mor e j udges,  i t  may not  be necessar y t hat  

ever y cour t r oom be desi gned t o accommodat e j ur y t r i al s.   However ,  i n 

some l ar ger  count i es,  because of  l ocal  pr act i ce and j udi c i al  r ot at i on 

pl ans,  each cour t r oom may need t o be a j ur y cour t r oom.   The 60- 65% 

r at i o of  j ur y cour t r ooms i s der i ved f r om nat i onal  st andar ds and 

exper i ence as t he mi ni mum necessar y i f  cour t  busi ness i s t o be 

conduct ed ef f i c i ent l y.   I n count i es wher e t hi s  r at i o i s cur r ent l y 
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exceeded,  t hi s st andar d i s not  i nt ended t o war r ant  t he conver si on of  

j ur y cour t r ooms t o nonj ur y cour t r ooms.  

(3)  The si ze of  a j ur y cour t r oom shoul d be a mi ni mum of  2, 000 

squar e f eet ,  i nc l udi ng t he l i t i gat i on wel l  ( back wal l  t o t he r ai l )  of  

at  l east  t wo- t hi r ds of  t he t ot al  squar e f oot age,  and publ i c seat i ng 

f or  at  l east  40 peopl e at  24 i nches per  seat .   

COMMENT 

Based on exper t ,  exper i enced,  and pr of essi onal  r ecommendat i ons,  

i ncl udi ng f r om ar chi t ect s exper i enced i n cour t r oom desi gn,  j ur y 

cour t r ooms shoul d be at  l east  2, 000 squar e f eet  i n or der  t o 

accommodat e dai l y l i t i gat i on,  consi der i ng evol v i ng devel opment s i n 

t echnol ogy and ADA r equi r ement s.   Ther e shoul d al so be at  l east  one 

j ur y cour t r oom of  appr oxi mat el y 2, 300 squar e f eet  avai l abl e i n each 

count y t o accommodat e compl ex or  mul t i - par t y l i t i gat i on.   

(4)  Cour t r ooms shoul d be desi gned t o i mpr ess upon t he publ i c 

and t he l i t i gant s t he f ai r ness and di gni t y of  t he j udi c i al  syst em.  

(5)  Cour t r ooms shoul d i ncl ude al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng i n addi t i on 

t o t he speci f i cat i ons t hat  ar e set  f or t h i n SCR 68. 06:  

( a)   A bench f or  t he j udge,  el evat ed at  l east  20 i nches and 

havi ng a spaci ous wor k sur f ace,  i n a l ocat i on t hat  per mi t s t he j udge 

t o ent er  and exi t  t he cour t r oom t hr ough a pr i vat e door .  

( b)   A wel l - l i ght ed,  vent i l at ed and t emper at ur e cont r ol l ed 

envi r onment ,  wi t h cont r ol s accessi bl e onl y t o cour t  st af f .  

( c)   Mi cr ophones and acoust i cs t hat  wi l l  el i mi nat e noi se f r om 

out si de t he cour t r oom and per mi t  al l  par t i c i pant s t o hear  one anot her  

c l ear l y.  
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( d)   Access f l oor i ng and adequat e el ect r oni c capaci t y t o per mi t  

i nst al l at i on or  use of  evol v i ng t echnol ogy f or  mul t i - medi a evi dence 

di spl ay i n t he cour t r oom and communi cat i on wi t h par t i es and wi t nesses 

at  r emot e l ocat i ons.   Comput er s wi l l  l i kel y be i n use t hr oughout  t he 

cour t r oom by t he j udge,  c l er k,  cour t  r epor t er ,  and counsel  and may 

i ncl ude a pr i nt er  f or  cour t  document s and moni t or s i n t he j ur y box 

f or  j ur or s.  

( e)   One or  mor e conf er ence r ooms at  l east  125 squar e f eet  i n 

s i ze i n c l ose pr oxi mi t y t o each cour t r oom.  

( f )   An el evat ed wi t ness st and l ocat ed wher e t he j udge,  j ur or s,  

at t or neys and par t i es,  and t he cour t  r epor t er  can see and hear  t he 

wi t ness c l ear l y.  

( g)   A c l er k ' s wor k pl ace l ocat ed i mmedi at el y adj acent  t o t he 

j udge' s bench t o per mi t  pr i vat e communi cat i ons and t he t r ansf er  of  

document s bet ween t he j udge and t he cl er k.  

( h)   A cour t  r epor t er ' s wor k pl ace l ocat ed t o pr ovi de an 

unobst r uct ed vi ew of  al l  par t i c i pant s and t o per mi t  t he r epor t er  t o 

c l ear l y hear  al l  st at ement s of  t he j udge,  at t or neys and wi t nesses.   

( i )   I n a j ur y cour t r oom,  a j ur y box wi t h per manent  seat i ng f or  

14 j ur or s t o pr ovi de an unobst r uct ed vi ew of  j udge,  wi t nesses,  

par t i es,  at t or neys and evi dence di spl ays and at  suf f i c i ent  di s t ance 

t o pr event  pr i vat e conver sat i ons f r om bei ng over hear d and as f ar  as 

possi bl e f r om publ i c spect at or  ar eas.  

( j )   For  a j ur y cour t r oom,  an adj acent  j ur y del i ber at i on r oom at  

l east  400 squar e f eet  i n s i ze,  excl usi ve of  r est r ooms,  wi t h adj acent  

pr i vat e r est r ooms and l ocat ed t o mi ni mi ze cont act  bet ween j ur or s  and 

t he publ i c whi l e j ur or s ar e i n t r ansi t .    
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( k)   An ar ea f or  medi a per sonnel  and equi pment  t hat  wi l l  r ender  

medi a cover age of  pr oceedi ngs unobt r usi ve t o cour t  pr oceedi ngs.  

COMMENT 

The j udge' s bench i s t he f ocal  poi nt  of  t he cour t r oom and i t s 

desi gn most  di r ect l y conveys t he di gni t y of  t he cour t .   El evat i on of  

t he bench cont r i but es t o t hat  ef f ect  and af f or ds t he j udge an 

unobst r uct ed vi ew of  t he cour t r oom.   The bench shoul d be l ar ge enough 

t o al l ow t he j udge t o deal  ef f i c i ent l y wi t h numer ous document s and 

books dur i ng t he cour se of  pr oceedi ngs.   I t s l ocat i on adj acent  t o a 

pr i vat e ent r ance i nt o t he cour t r oom cont r i but es t o t he appear ance of  

i mpar t i al i t y  and enhances secur i t y.  

Temper at ur e,  sound and l i ght  l evel s shoul d al l ow al l  

par t i c i pant s t o be comf or t abl e and r emai n al er t .   The abi l i t y  t o hear  

c l ear l y what  i s bei ng sai d i s of  par amount  i mpor t ance.   Secur i t y and 

ef f i c i ency concer ns r equi r e t hat  onl y cour t  st af f  have access t o 

t emper at ur e,  l i ght i ng and mi cr ophone cont r ol s.  

New t echnol ogi es ar e bei ng i nt r oduced i nt o cour t r ooms and desi gn 

accommodat i on shoul d be made t o per mi t  t hei r  ef f i c i ent  and saf e use.   

I ncr eased use of  v i deoconf er enc i ng wi t h i ncar cer at ed per sons may 

r educe cost s and i ncr ease conveni ence,  but  i n desi gni ng and usi ng 

t hi s t echnol ogy i t  i s  i mpor t ant  t o make ar r angement s f or  pr i vat e 

t el ephoni c communi cat i on bet ween par t i es and t hei r  counsel  i f  t hey 

ar e not  at  t he same l ocat i on.   Thi s may r equi r e t he addi t i on of  a 

dedi cat ed phone l i ne f or  t hi s pur pose.   See Subchapt er  I I I  of  Chapt er  

885 of  t he st at ut es,  Use of  Vi deoconf er enci ng i n t he Ci r cui t  Cour t s.   

Desi gn subcommi t t ees shoul d al so be mi ndf ul  t hat  t r adi t i onal  or  

evol v i ng met hods of  evi dence di spl ay ar e l ocat ed so as t o i nsur e t hat  
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t he j udge,  wi t nesses,  j ur or s,  at t or neys,  l i t i gant s and t he publ i c can 

cl ear l y v i ew i t .  

Conf er ence r ooms adj acent  t o each cour t r oom f aci l i t at e 

conf i dent i al  conver sat i ons bet ween at t or neys and t hei r  c l i ent s  and 

wi t nesses and negot i at i ons bet ween at t or neys.   They al so pr ovi de 

wai t i ng ar eas f or  wi t nesses,  i ncl udi ng vi ct i ms.   The wi t ness st and 

shoul d enhance t he abi l i t y  of  al l  t o see and hear  t he wi t ness but  i t  

shoul d not  be as hi gh as t he j udge' s bench or  so c l ose t o t he bench 

as t o per mi t  s i debar  di scussi ons bet ween at t or neys and t he j udge t o 

be over head.   The si ze and desi gn of  t he space wi t hi n t he wi t ness 

st and shoul d t ake i nt o account  t he need t o accommodat e i nt er pr et er s,  

chi l d wi t nesses,  and t hose wi t h speci al  needs.  

The j ur y box needs onl y 14 seat s but  i t  shoul d be desi gned t o 

per mi t  addi t i onal  t empor ar y seat s wher e mor e t han 2 al t er nat e j ur or s 

ar e used and accommodat i on shoul d be made wi t hi n t he box or  

i mmedi at el y adj acent  t o i t  f or  t empor ar y seat i ng dur i ng voi r  di r e.   

Space wi t hi n t he j ur y box shoul d be avai l abl e t o accommodat e 

wheel chai r s.  

Jur or s per f or m an honor abl e,  essent i al  r ol e i n our  syst em of  

j ust i ce and i t  i s  cr i t i cal  t hat  t hey have a pr i vat e,  comf or t abl e and 

f unct i onal  envi r onment  i n whi ch t o conduct  t hei r  del i ber at i ons.   

Round or  oval  t abl es i n t he del i ber at i on r oom ar e r ecommended t o 

r ef l ect  t he equal i t y of  al l  j ur or s.   To i nsur e pr i vacy,  bat hr ooms f or  

j ur or s shoul d be separ at ed f r om t he j ur y del i ber at i on r oom i t sel f  by 

a vest i bul e or  hal l way i naccessi bl e t o t he publ i c.   

Desi gn r equi r ement s f or  f eder al  cour t s not e t hat  t he wi t ness box 

shoul d accommodat e a wi t ness and an i nt er pr et er .   The j ur y  box shoul d 
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have a c l ear  l i ne of  s i ght  t o t he j udge,  at t or neys,  wi t nesses and 

evi dence pr esent at i on di spl ays.   The maxi mum al l owabl e di st ance 

bet ween a j ur or  and a l i t i gant  s i t t i ng at  a counsel  t abl e acr oss t he 

cour t r oom wel l  i s  40 f eet .   Jur or s shoul d be separ at ed by at  l east  6 

f eet  f r om at t or neys,  l i t i gant s and t he publ i c.   The same desi gn 

r equi r ement s suggest  t hat  t he f ur ni t ur e and equi pment  used by t he 

cour t  r epor t er  shoul d be movabl e so t hat  i t  can be r ear r anged t o sui t  

each cour t  r epor t er  and j udge.   

Under  Supr eme Cour t  r ul e,  camer as ar e per mi t t ed i n most  

Wi sconsi n cour t  pr oceedi ngs.   No uni f or m met hod of  pr ovi di ng space 

f or  t hem i s pr act i cal  and desi gn subcommi t t ees shoul d be awar e of  t he 

need t o pr ovi de space f or  t hem i n pl anni ng new cour t r ooms and i n t he 

r enovat i on of  exi st i ng ones.   Pl acement  of  t he camer as shal l  be at  

t he di scr et i on of  t he cour t  and shal l  not  obst r uct  publ i c access or  

i nt er f er e wi t h secur i t y i n t he cour t r oom.   I deal l y,  a separ at e medi a 

v i ewi ng r oom may be bui l t  adj acent  t o one or  mor e cour t r ooms,  wi t h 

one- way wi ndows f or  f i l mi ng and phot ogr aphi ng pr oceedi ngs,  at  an 

angl e t hat  i nhi bi t s phot ogr aphi ng of  j ur or s ,  and wi t h sound 

t r ansmi t t ed f r om t he cour t r oom.  

(6)  Cour t r ooms and cour t  commi ssi oner  hear i ng r ooms i n whi ch 

j uveni l e or  ot her  conf i dent i al  pr oceedi ngs ar e conduct ed shoul d be 

l ocat ed and desi gned t o ensur e t he conf i dent i al i t y  of  t hose 

pr oceedi ngs.  

COMMENT 

St at e l aw pr ovi des t hat  j uveni l e and cer t ai n ot her  cases ar e t o 

be cl osed t o al l  but  t he per sons par t i c i pat i ng i n t hem.   Thi s  

conf i dent i al i t y  cannot  be achi eved i f  per sons wai t i ng t o appear  i n 
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such a case ar e r equi r ed t o wai t  i n hal l ways or  ot her  ar eas wher e t he 

nat ur e of  t hei r  busi ness i s di spl ayed t o t he publ i c.  

SCR 68.11  Court facilities:  Auxiliary areas.  (1)  An 

adequat el y- s i zed j ur y assembl y ar ea shoul d be pr ovi ded.   

COMMENT 

The ar ea pr ovi ded t o pr ospect i ve j ur or s f or  or i ent at i on and 

assembl y bef or e bei ng br ought  t o an i ndi v i dual  cour t r oom keeps t hem 

apar t  f r om t he publ i c and l i t i gant s and r ef l ect s t hei r  i mpor t ant  r ol e 

i n t he j ust i ce syst em.   Pr ospect i ve j ur or s shoul d be pr ovi ded a 

comf or t abl e pl ace t o awai t  bei ng cal l ed,  whi ch at  t i mes i s a 

consi der abl e per i od.   The j ur y assembl y r oom may al so be desi gned t o 

ser ve ot her  pur poses.  

(2)  Each j udge shoul d have a pr i vat e chamber s at  l east  500 

squar e f eet  i n s i ze,  wi t h a pr i vat e r est r oom ( 50 sq.  f t . ) ,  and 

l ocat ed di r ect l y adj acent  t o c l er i cal  suppor t  st af f .  

COMMENT 

Because t he cour t ' s  busi ness i s conduct ed t her e,  t he j udge' s  

chamber s shoul d l end di gni t y t o t he j udi c i al  of f i ce.   At  t i mes,  

cer t ai n cour t  pr oceedi ngs may be conduct ed i n chamber s,  al t hough t hi s 

i s t o be di scour aged wher e chamber s ar e l ocat ed i n r est r i ct ed access 

sect or s.   The chamber s shoul d be l ar ge enough t o accommodat e mul t i pl e 

par t i es and at t or neys,  as wel l  as t he j udge' s conf er ences wi t h st af f ,  

col l eagues or  commi t t ee gr oups.   Chamber s shoul d pr ovi de an adequat e 

and r eadi l y accessi bl e basi c l i br ar y,  soundpr oof i ng and pr i vacy.  

(3)  An ar ea shoul d be pr ovi ded i mmedi at el y adj acent  t o t he 

j udge' s chamber s f or  cour t  st af f  such as cour t  c l er ks,  j udi c i al  

assi st ant s,  cour t  r epor t er s,  l aw cl er ks,  and a r ecept i on ar ea.  
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COMMENT 

Gi ven t he var i at i ons among t he count i es i n st af f i ng of  cour t s,  

i t  i s  not  pr act i cabl e t o est abl i sh a uni f or m st andar d f or  t he s i ze 

and conf i gur at i on of  suppor t  st af f  ar eas.   Locat i on of  suppor t  st af f  

adj acent  t o t he j udge' s chamber s not  onl y enhances ef f i c i ency but  

al so al l ows scr eeni ng of  per sons seeki ng access t o t he j udge.  

(4)  Ever y cour t  f aci l i t y  housi ng a cour t r oom shoul d have a 

basi c l egal  r esear ch l i br ar y of  suf f i c i ent  s i ze t o be used by j udges,  

l aw cl er ks,  at t or neys and ot her s.  

COMMENT 

An adequat e l egal  r esear ch f aci l i t y  i s  cr i t i cal  t o t he pr oper  

f unct i oni ng of  t he cour t  syst em.   The space shoul d be r easonabl y 

soundpr oof ,  wel l - l i t  and vent i l at ed and shoul d have r oom f or  

expansi on.   I n many count i es,  t hese f aci l i t i es have evol ved t o ser ve 

unr epr esent ed l i t i gant s.   At  t he same t i me t hat  j udges and l awyer s 

have gai ned access t o r esear ch mat er i al s on- l i ne,  an i ncr eas i ng 

number  of  l i t i gant s ar e r epr esent i ng t hemsel ves i n cour t .   A pr o- se 

ser vi ce cent er  or  l aw l i br ar y may be t he set t i ng i n whi ch r esour ces 

ar e made avai l abl e t o pr o- se l i t i gant s t o enhance t hei r  access t o t he 

cour t s.    

(5)  Of f i ces and hear i ng r ooms of  cour t  commi ssi oner s shoul d 

pr ovi de r espect ,  pr i vacy and f unct i on and be desi gned t o i mpr ess upon 

t he publ i c and t he l i t i gant s t he f ai r ness and di gni t y of  t he j udi c i al  

syst em.  

COMMENT 

Cour t  commi ssi oner s i n Wi sconsi n per f or m a number  of  i mpor t ant  

r ol es i n t he j udi c i al  syst em and ar e of t en cal l ed upon t o make key 
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pr el i mi nar y or der s i n a case at  a t i me when emot i ons ar e par t i cul ar l y 

hi gh.   The i mpor t ance of  t hose r ol es shoul d be emphasi zed i n t he 

desi gn,  conf i gur at i on and f ur ni shi ngs of  t he space i n whi ch t he cour t  

commi ssi oner s per f or m t hei r  dut i es.   The set t i ng i n whi ch per sons 

appear  bef or e a cour t  commi ssi oner  shoul d i nst i l l  r espect  f or  t he 

aut hor i t y of  t he cour t  commi ssi oner .   Gi ven t he wi de var i at i ons among 

count i es acr oss t he st at e i n t he use of  par t - t i me and f ul l - t i me cour t  

commi ssi oner s and t he f unct i ons t hey per f or m,  a uni f or m st andar d on 

si ze or  f eat ur es of  cour t  commi ssi oner  of f i ces or  hear i ng r ooms i s 

not  pr act i cabl e.   To t he ext ent  hear i ng r ooms separ at e f r om t he 

pr i vat e of f i ce of  t he cour t  commi ssi oner  ar e used,  t hey shoul d be 

desi gned i n accor dance wi t h t he st andar ds f or  cour t r ooms,  wi t h 

modi f i cat i ons t o r ef l ect  t he somewhat  di f f er ent  nat ur e of  t he 

pr oceedi ngs conduct ed by t he cour t  commi ssi oner .   

SCR 68.12  Staffing.1  (1)  Each br anch of  c i r cui t  cour t  shoul d 

be st af f ed by one f ul l - t i me j udi c i al  assi st ant .   

COMMENT 

The t r i al  cour t  syst em f aces ever  i ncr easi ng casel oads and cases 

of  ever  i ncr easi ng compl exi t y.   The j udge t oday must  t ake char ge and 

aggr essi vel y manage hi s or  her  casel oad.   To do so t he j udge needs a 

f ul l - t i me j udi c i al  assi st ant .   Thi s st af f  posi t i on wi l l  per mi t  each 

j udge t o devot e mor e of  hi s or  her  ef f or t s t o t he pr i mar y j udi c i al  

t ask——pr esi di ng over  and j udgi ng l awsui t s.  

                                                 
1 The pr ovi s i ons per t ai ni ng t o st af f  i n SCR 68. 12 wer e not  

r evi ewed as par t  of  t he r epeal  and r ecr eat i on of  SCR 70. 38- 70. 39.   S.  
Ct .  Or der  11- 03,  2012 WI  25 ( i ssued Mar .  15,  2012,  ef f .  Mar .  15,  
2012) .  
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The posi t i on of  j udi c i al  assi s t ant  shoul d be i n t he st at e 

ser vi ce.   I t  wi l l  per f or m f or  t he cour t  t he f ol l owi ng wor k:   t ype 

opi ni ons,  cor r espondence and deci s i ons and pr epar e r epor t s,  

di sposi t i ons,  memor anda,  agendas,  j ur y i nst r uct i ons,  ver di ct  f or ms,  

or der s and not i ces;  assi st  wi t h cal endar  management ,  i ncl udi ng 

schedul i ng of  cour t  hear i ngs,  t r i al s,  conf er ences,  l egal  

appoi nt ment s,  meet i ngs and act i v i t i es of  t he j udge;  hol d schedul i ng 

conf er ences;  ass i st  wi t h f i l e and r ecor d acqui s i t i ons;  or gani ze and 

mai nt ai n j udge' s f i l es and r ecor ds;  post  cour t  cal endar  dai l y,  updat e 

weekl y cal endar ;  mai nt ai n j udge' s l aw l i br ar y;  act  as r ecept i oni st  i n 

answer i ng t el ephone,  handl i ng v i s i t or s and pr ocessi ng mai l ;  

r equi s i t i on of f i ce suppl i es;  cont act  at t or neys and par t i es concer ni ng 

cour t  dat es,  appoi nt ment s and cancel l at i ons;  such ot her  wor k as 

r equi r ed by t he cour t .   See s.  758. 19( h) ,  st at s.   " The di r ect or  of  

st at e cour t s shal l  est abl i sh a descr i pt i on of  t he qual i f i cat i ons and 

dut i es of  .  .  .  a j udi c i al  assi st ant  .  .  .  . "  

Judi c i al  exper i ence and exper t i se suppor t  t he l ong- st andi ng 

posi t i on of  t he Wi sconsi n Judi c i al  Conf er ence t hat  t hi s st af f  

posi t i on i s v i t al  t o a wel l - f unct i oni ng cour t .   Wher e j udi c i al  

assi st ant s now exi st  as par t  t he cour t  st af f i ng,  casel oads ar e much 

mor e cur r ent  and t he ol dest  cases ar e di sposed of  wi t h pr i or i t y 

consi der at i on.  

The ci t i zens of  t hi s st at e have a r i ght  t o communi cat e di r ect l y 

wi t h each j udge' s of f i ce dur i ng nor mal  wor k day hour s and get  

i mmedi at e answer s t o t hei r  quest i ons and ser vi ce on t hei r  r equest s 

wi t hout  wai t i ng f or  r et ur n cal l s f r om t he j udge,  cour t  r epor t er s,  or  

cour t  c l er k who at  t he t i me of  t he cal l  ar e wor ki ng i n t he cour t r oom.   



No.   11- 03 
 

30 
 

Schedul i ng of  cases shoul d t ake pl ace t hr oughout  t he day,  not  j ust  

when cour t  i s  out  of  sessi on and t he per son i n char ge of  t he cal endar  

has t i me t o wor k on case schedul i ng.   Al so,  j udges must  be pr ot ect ed 

f r om ex par t e communi cat i ons by havi ng t hei r  t el ephone cal l s scr eened 

by knowl edgeabl e st af f .  

I n some count i es,  cour t  r epor t er s ar e st i l l  r equi r ed t o do 

cl er i cal  t asks f or  j udges.   The cr eat i on of  t hi s posi t i on st at ewi de 

woul d r el i eve t hose cour t  r epor t er s of  t hat  hi ghl y pai d c l er i cal  dut y 

and al l ow t hem t o concent r at e on t hei r  j ob——cour t  r epor t i ng.  

(2)  Each br anch of  c i r cui t  cour t  shoul d be st af f ed by one f ul l -

t i me l aw cl er k.  

COMMENT 

A l aw cl er k wor ks wi t h and f or  a j udge doi ng speci f i c  l egal  

r esear ch of  bot h i mmedi at e and f ut ur e needs.   The l aw cl er k  may 

r epor t  t o t he j udge or al l y or  i n wr i t i ng.   I f  i n wr i t i ng,  t he r epor t  

may be i n memor andum f or m or  i n t he f or m of  a deci s i on dr af t .   Thi s 

st af f  posi t i on shoul d be i n t he st at e ser vi ce and wi l l  per mi t  each 

j udge t o devot e mor e of  hi s or  her  ef f or t  t o t he pr i mar y j udi c i al  

t ask——pr esi di ng over  and j udgi ng l awsui t s.   Judi c i al  exper i ence and 

exper t i se suppor t  t he l ong- st andi ng posi t i on of  t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme 

Cour t  and t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n t hat  t hi s posi t i on i s v i t al  t o a 

wel l - f unct i oni ng cour t .  

Cl ear l y,  a t r i al  cour t  wi t h r esear ch assi st ance wi l l  pr oduce 

hi gher  qual i t y  l egal  deci s i ons.   Hi gher  qual i t y deci s i ons may 

decr ease t he number  of  appeal s.   One count y al r eady has met  t he 

pr oposed st andar d and i t s cour t  di sposes of  cases at  a much hi gher  

r at e t han ot her  t r i al  cour t s i n t he st at e.  
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(3)  Each ci r cui t  j udge shoul d appoi nt  a f ul l - t i me cour t  

r epor t er  t o ser ve i n t he br anch t o whi ch t he j udge was el ect ed or  

appoi nt ed.  

COMMENT 

Cur r ent  l aw pr ovi des f or  each ci r cui t  j udge t o appoi nt  a cour t  

r epor t er  f or  hi s or  her  cour t  or  br anch of  cour t ,  s.  751. 02,  st at s.   

Addi t i onal l y,  wher e " f l oat i ng"  cour t  r epor t er  posi t i ons have been 

cr eat ed and assi gned t o speci f i c j udi c i al  admi ni st r at i ve di st r i ct s,  

t he chi ef  j udge or  di st r i ct  cour t  admi ni st r at or  assi gns t he r epor t er  

t o f i l l  i n wher e needed because of  i l l ness,  vacat i ons,  l eaves of  

absence,  or  backl og pr obl ems.  

Hi st or i cal l y,  t he cour t  r epor t er  was t he onl y  st af f  di r ect l y  

r esponsi bl e t o t he j udge and i n many cases assumed a number  of  

c l er i cal  and admi ni st r at i ve dut i es f or  t he j udge' s cour t .   I t  i s  

wast ef ul  of  an i mpor t ant  cour t  r esour ce t o have cour t  r epor t er s  

per f or mi ng t asks ot her  t han st enogr aphi c r ecor di ng and t r anscr i pt i on.   

When a cour t  r epor t er ' s ser vi ces ar e not  r equi r ed by t he appoi nt i ng 

j udge,  t he cour t  r epor t er  shal l  be avai l abl e t o assi st  i n ot her  

c i r cui t  cour t  br anches as assi gned by t he chi ef  j udge or  di st r i ct  

cour t  admi ni st r at or .  

(4)  Each br anch of  c i r cui t  cour t  shoul d be st af f ed by one f ul l -

t i me or  par t - t i me cour t r oom cl er k.  

COMMENT 

I n some count i es t he wor kl oad i n t he j udge' s of f i ce may r equi r e 

t he posi t i on of  cour t r oom cl er k t o be a f ul l - t i me assi gnment  t o t he 

cour t .   I n ot her  count i es t he cour t r oom cl er k may be needed onl y when 

t he cour t  i s  i n sessi on and may r et ur n t o t he c l er k ' s of f i ce f or  
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ot her  dut i es when cour t  i s  not  i n sessi on.   I n smal l  count i es t hi s 

f unct i on may be per f or med by t he c l er k of  t he c i r cui t  cour t .  

(5)  Each br anch of  c i r cui t  cour t  shoul d be st af f ed by one f ul l -

t i me or  par t - t i me cour t  ai de.  

COMMENT 

The posi t i on of  cour t  ai de shoul d not  be conf used wi t h t hat  of  

t he cour t  secur i t y of f i cer .   The r esponsi bi l i t y  of  t he cour t  ai de i s 

t o at t end t o t he needs of  j ur i es and see t hat  t hey ar e secur e f r om 

cont act  wi t h t he par t i es,  at t or neys or  wi t nesses and f r ee f r om 

i nf l uence f r om any sour ce out si de t he cour t r oom.   Gener al l y,  onl y one 

ai de shoul d be r equi r ed t o assi s t  and secur e a j ur y.   On occasi on or  

when a j ur y i s  sequest er ed,  addi t i onal  ai des wi l l  be needed t o at t end 

t o a j ur y.   The st andar d i s consi st ent  wi t h act ual  pr act i ce,  as t he 

cour t s i n most  count i es cur r ent l y have par t - t i me cour t  ai de.  

SCR 68.13  Director of State Courts.  (1)  The di r ect or  of  st at e 

cour t s shal l  mai nt ai n a l i s t  of  al l  pr oj ect s of  const r uct i on and 

si gni f i cant  r emodel i ng of  cour t  f aci l i t i es i n t he st at e.   Judges i n a 

count y wher e a pr oj ect  i s  under t aken shal l  not i f y t he di r ect or  of  

st at e cour t s of  t he pr oj ect .   

(2)  The di r ect or  of  st at e cour t s shal l  mai nt ai n cour t  secur i t y 

t r ai ni ng r esour ces f or  use by count i es st at ewi de.   

(3)  The di r ect or  of  st at e cour t s shal l  mai nt ai n a r esour ce 

l i br ar y of  cour t  secur i t y and f aci l i t i es l i t er at ur e,  whi ch shal l  be 

avai l abl e t o commi t t ees,  desi gn subcommi t t ees,  j udges and ot her s.   

The di r ect or  of  st at e cour t s may di st r i but e t o i nt er est ed per sons 

mat er i al s of  st at ewi de i nt er est  r el at ed t o cour t  f aci l i t i es and 

secur i t y.   
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(4)  The di r ect or  of  st at e cour t s shal l  mai nt ai n a l i s t  of  

commi t t ees and t hei r  member shi p.  

(5)  The di r ect or  of  st at e cour t s shal l  devel op and mai nt ai n a 

secur e onl i ne communi t y or  l i s t  ser ve wher e secur i t y and f aci l i t i es 

commi t t ee member s can di scuss pr essi ng i ssues,  t r ends,  and benef i t  

f r om each ot her ' s exper t i se.   Thi s f or um may al so ser ve as a r esour ce 

f or  t hose j ur i sdi ct i ons t hat  ar e pr epar i ng t o r emodel  or  bui l d a new 

cour t house.    

(6)  The di r ect or  or  st at e cour t s shal l  devel op r esour ces t o 

f aci l i t at e commi t t ees r epor t i ng i nci dent s occur r i ng i n cour t  

f aci l i t i es,  t hr eat s t o j udi c i al  of f i cer s,  st af f  and f ami l i es,  and 

r emodel i ng,  const r uct i on and r el ocat i ng cour t  f aci l i t i es t o t he 

di r ect or ' s of f i ce and PPAC as r equi r ed i n SCR 68. 05( 4) ( a) .   

COMMENT 

Cour t  secur i t y and f aci l i t i es pl anni ng,  st udy and i mpl ement at i on 

act i v i t i es ar e bei ng under t aken by a number  of  nat i onal  or gani zat i ons 

and st at e cour t  syst ems.   Wi sconsi n can benef i t  f r om wr i t t en 

mat er i al s gener at ed t hr ough t hese act i v i t i es and by assessi ng t hei r  

appl i cabi l i t y  and ut i l i t y  t o i t s cour t  syst em.   Addi t i onal l y,  l ocal  

act i v i t i es i n Wi sconsi n may gener at e i nf or mat i on t hat  can be used i n 

ot her  count i es.   Gener al  di st r i but i on of  par t i cul ar l y val uabl e 

r epor t s not  onl y wi l l  pr ovi de usef ul ,  subst ant i ve i nf or mat i on but  

al so wi l l  pr omot e a pr oper  sense of  awar eness and sensi t i v i t y t o 

secur i t y concer ns,  whi ch ar e cr i t i cal  t o t he pr oact i ve nat ur e of  t he 

secur i t y ef f or t s t hese st andar ds ar e i nt ended t o achi eve.  

The cour t  f aci l i t y  st andar ds t hat  a number  of  st at es have 

devel oped ar e i n much gr eat er  det ai l  t han t hese st andar ds and may be 
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of  assi st ance t o count y desi gn subcommi t t ees i n gener al  and i n r egar d 

t o speci f i c  desi gn i ssues of  a cont empl at ed pr oj ect .   Havi ng such 

mat er i al s avai l abl e i n a cent r al i zed l ocat i on of f er s t he oppor t uni t y 

f or  cost  savi ngs t o count i es and enhances t he l i kel i hood t hat  

pr oj ect s wi l l  empl oy t he most  f unct i onal  t echni ques avai l abl e.   Among 

t he ki nds of  mat er i al s avai l abl e ar e t echni cal  speci f i cat i ons f or  

l i ght i ng,  sound,  HVAC and equi pment  used i n cour t  f aci l i t i es.   To t he 

ext ent  one count y i s cont empl at i ng a pr oj ect  s i mi l ar  t o one t hat  has 

been done i n anot her  count y,  t he abi l i t y  t o cont act  t hat  ot her  count y  

about  i t s desi gn and exper i ences of f er s a s i gni f i cant  oppor t uni t y t o 

enhance t he qual i t y and cost - ef f ect i veness of  t he cont empl at ed 

pr oj ect .  

SCR 68.14  Review of standards; report.  (1)  The pl anni ng and 

pol i cy advi sor y commi t t ee under  SCR 70. 14 shal l  r evi ew t he secur i t y 

and cour t  f aci l i t i es st andar ds under  SCR 68. 06——SCR 68. 11 annual l y,  

devel op a j udi c i al  t hr eat  and i nci dent  r epor t i ng pr ocess,  sol i c i t  

r eact i on f r om count y of f i c i al s and ot her s who have engaged i n a 

const r uct i on or  r emodel i ng pr oj ect  wi t hi n t he pr ecedi ng year  and 

r epor t  t o t he supr eme cour t  i t s  r ecommendat i ons f or  modi f i cat i on of  

t he st andar ds.   

(2)  The pl anni ng and pol i cy advi sor y commi t t ee shal l  submi t  an 

annual  r epor t  t o t he Di r ect or  of  St at e Cour t s on secur i t y t hr eat s and 

i nci dent s and on cour t house const r uct i on,  r emodel i ng and secur i t y 

i nnovat i ons.  

COMMENT 

Ongoi ng r evi ew i s an ef f ect i ve pl anni ng devi ce t o assess t he 

adequacy of  t he st andar ds i n l i ght  of  act ual  pr act i ce.   I t  i s  al so 
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consi st ent  wi t h t he l ong- t er m mi ssi on of  t he pl anni ng and pol i cy 

advi sor y commi t t ee and t he need f or  a pr oact i ve secur i t y and 

f aci l i t i es ef f or t  i n Wi sconsi n.   

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he Comment s t o SCR Chapt er  68 ar e 

not  adopt ed,  but  wi l l  be publ i shed and may be consul t ed f or  gui dance 

i n i nt er pr et i ng and appl y i ng t he r ul e.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t hi s amendment  of  t he 

Supr eme Cour t  Rul es be gi ven by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy of  

t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  

publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 15t h day of  Mar ch,  2012.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
Di ane M.  Fr emgen 
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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