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Program Outline, Activities and Resources




Press Relations

Prepared and Issued Locally
· Press Release
· Press Conference
· Radio Interviews on local talk shows
· Letters to Editor and Opinion Pieces in Local Newspapers


Prepared and Issued Statewide
· Proclamations by Legislature, Chief Justice and Governor 
· Press Conference 
· Press Release 
· Radio Interviews
· Web site and Webcast  
· Television and Radio Public Service Announcements 


Possible Activities for Circuit Courts

· Decorate courthouse with banner and/or posters
· Judges and court staff wear pins announcing appreciation for jurors
· Request County Board or County Executive or Administrator to adopt a resolution supporting Juror Appreciation
· Coordinate with the local bar and county leaders on programs, press releases, speaking engagements
· Give items to jurors to commemorate service (certificates, souvenirs)
· Give special letter of thanks commemorating Juror Appreciation Month to jurors serving in September
· Distribute copies of the state/and or local press release to jurors, court staff and the local bar to explain the program and share the news
· Work with local media coordinator https://www.wicourts.gov/news/mediacoord.htm
· Arrange for speaking engagements at schools and civic organizations using the Dialogue on the American Jury program, jury brochures and/or the juror orientation film
· Create an essay contest in conjunction with schools, winning entry being published, or author honored at press conference, or given a gift. Themes could be “The importance of a juror”, or “What it means to be a juror”
· Recognize local employers who pay juror wages while serving
· Print educational brochures that explain the importance of jury duty that court users and visitors can read and take, distribute to jurors
· Use September as the annual opportunity to issue exit questionnaires to jurors to solicit opinions and suggestions for improvements


Resources

· Sample invitation
· Sample social media script
· Sample press release–Juror appreciation
· Sample press release–Juror employer award
· Sample county board resolution
· Thank you letter for jury service
· Certificate of appreciation
· Talking points
· Jury history and issues
· The history of juries: Factoids and trivia
· Selected Wisconsin jury-related cases
· The Wisconsin courts appreciate your service as a juror
· Juror appreciation logo
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