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Dennis P. Coffey (Coffey) was admitted to the practice of law in Wisconsin 

on June 16, 1972, State Bar No. 1014434. Coffey has been practicing Jaw for over fifty 

years and is in Emeritus status. 

On August 21, 2015, the family of Michael Willis (Willis) hired Coffey to do " ... a 

complete review of the proceedings before the Circuit Court for Milwaukee county ... to 

d�termine whether any basis exists for attempting to withdraw the guilty pleas already 

entered or a basis exists for requesting a modification of the Circuit Court's sentences." 

The family of Willis paid Coffey $3500.00 for that review. 

Previously, in July 2015, Willis pled guilty to armed robbery, as a party to a crime, 

and false imprisonment. Willis received a sentence of 33 years. Willis filed a Notice of 

Intent to Appeal and Appeal Number 20 l 6XXOOOO 13 -CR was initiated. Transcripts were 

ordered and Atty. Michael Backes was appointed by SPD to represent Willis. 

On December 1, 2015, an order was signed in the Circuit Court authorizing the 

substitution of Coffey for Backes "with respect to post-conviction proceedings." Coffey 

filed a motion to extend time to file post-conviction motions or a Notice of Appeal. The 

Court of Appeals issued an order extending the period to file either post-conviction motions 

or a Notice of Appeal until February 19, 2016. There are no other filings by Coffey. 
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