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RE:  Petition 07-11, Discretionary Transfer of Civil Cases to Tribal Court
Honorable Justices of the Supreme Court:

On behalf of the Committee of Chief Judges, | wish to communicate our support of
Petition 07-11, the discretionary transfer of civil cases to tribal court. The Committee of Chief
Judges reviewed a draft of this petition in April of 2007.

There are eleven federally recognized tribes in Wisconsin and tribal courts continue to
expand and assist the state in resolving disputes. Many of these cases begin in state court, and
not all judges know or understand their authority to either transfer the case or refuse to do so
based on these standards. This proposal provides circuit judges in all judicial districts with
enumerated standards to be considered in the allocation of jurisdiction between state and tribal
courts. It provides guidance to judges in districts where formal protocols may not exist, but
where cases involving a tribal member may arise.

The standards proposed will also help further necessary cooperation and communication
between state and tribal courts. Thank you for your consideration.
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