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The State Bar of Wsconsin, and the Ofice of Lawer
Regul ation (OLR), hereby petition the Suprene Court of
W sconsin for an order establishing procedures for |awer
support and nonitoring within the State Bar (Appendix A)
and for OLR to refer |awers for assessnent, treatnent, and
noni toring (Appendi x B).
Petitioners recognize a substantial correlation of
| awyer professional m sconduct with alcoholism depression,
other nmental and physical conditions, or other problens.

Addressing the underlying problens serves +the public

interest by enabling lawers to practice to professional



st andar ds. Early recognition and response to underlying
probl ens serves to prevent harm

Petitioners al so recogni ze t he usef ul ness and
effectiveness of the Wsconsin Lawers Assistance Program
(WsLAP), which provides confidential assistance to |awers
and their famly nenbers, and the Law Ofice Managenent
Assi stance Program (LOVAP), which helps |awers effectively
and efficiently nanage | aw practi ce.

Current policies, however, require CLR to keep matters
confidential. When OLR learns information indicating that a
|awer’s ability to practice may be affected by al coholism
depression, or other nmental and physical conditions, OLR is
not permtted to i nform W sLAP.

When | awers seek assistance on their own initiative,
W sLAP and LOVAP would continue their policies regarding
confidentiality. Wen OLR refers |awers, WSsSLAP and LOVAP
woul d keep information confidential, except cases where the
| awyer consents as part of an alternative to discipline
program and cases where the Court has inposed conditions
and the information is necessary to nonitor the conditions.

Petitioners believe the public interest would be
served by providing a nmeans for OLR to refer |awers whose

ability to practice my be affected by alcoholism



depression, other nental and physical conditions, or other
probl ens for assistance from WsLAP or LOVAP.

Petitioners believe that Appendices A and B provide
appropriate authority and guidance, consistent with the
interests of the public and practitioners who may be the

subj ect of referrals.
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