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Carrie Janto - Supreme Court Petition-Raising the $40 per hour rate

From:  "Hughes, Steven" <hughess@opd.wi.gov>

To: <clerk@wicourts.gov>, <cartie.janto{@wicourts, gov=>
Date: 4/27/2018 8:58 AM

Subject: Supreme Court Petition-Raising the $40 per hour rate

I am writing to join many others in respectfully requesting that the $40 per hour public defender
rate for appointed counsel be determined to be unreasonable. [ am a public defender in Eau Claire
county and I have noticed the struggles our office has had in finding counsel. Many individuals
constitutional and statutory rights cannot be effectively pursued due to lack of counsel. I have seen
our staff make hundreds of calls in attempts to find attorneys for indigent individuals, many of
which who are in custody and begging for an attorney. I have seen it take over a month in some
cases to an appoint an attorney for some clients at no fault of the client.

What is the point of having constitutional and statutory rights if an indigent individual cannot
receive an attorney to effectively advocate for them. We are a country with the highest
incarceration rate in the world and live in the state with the most racially discrimatory criminal
justice system. We also have the lowest monetary rate for public defender appointed counsel in the
nation. Something has to change. Raising the public defender rate is one small step in that
direction.

I am respectfully requesting that the appointed counsel rate be raised to allow individuals to receive
an effective attorney promptly. The thoughts in this e-mail are on my behalf and do not necessarily
represent the views of the Public Defenders Office.

Steve Hughes

Wisconsin State Public Defender
21 S, Barstow Si., Jvd FI,

Bau Claive, WIT 34701

Drvect: (713) 836-2828

Main: (715} §36-2006

Fax: (715) 836-2091

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message (and any attachments) is confidential and
may contain information that is subject to the attorney-client privilege. This information is intended
only for the use of the individual named above. If you are not the individual named above or have
otherwise received this message in error, please do not read it. Notify us immediately by telephone
or return e-mail message that you have received this message in error, and erase or destroy the
message and any hard copies you may have created. (608) 266-0087 Wisconsin State Public
Defender

file:///C:/Users/cjanto/AppData/Local/Temp/16/XPgrpwise/5SAE2E638CourtsCapitol 10016... 4/27/2018



