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Date: 4/30/2018 12:44 PM

Subject: Rule Petition 17-06 to raise appointed counsel rate

April 30, 2018

The rate for appointed counsel must be raised in order to protect the integrity of the criminal court process
and more importantly to provide the Constitutional right of an attorney to those who are indigent.
Unfortunately, in our northern community, as is rampant throughout the northern region of Wisconsin,
too many indigent defendants have cases delayed for weeks, which turn into months until an attorney can
be appointed. A good share of these indigent defendants remain in custody while the process of locating
an attorney who accepts the current nominal/de minimus fee. This also impacts the rights of victims to
have the cases resolved in a timely manner, and lends further frustration in cases involving a child victim.

Please support this petition. Justice requires it.
Regards,

RuthD. Kressel

Ruth D. Kressel

Assistant District Attorney
Ashland County Courthouse
201 Main Street W., Room 301
Ashland, W1 54806

Phone; 715-682-7019

Fax: 715-682-7022
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