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From:  Michael Levine <mlevine@tlevinelaw.com>

To: Melerk@wicourts.gov” <clerk@wicourts.gov>, "carrie.janto{@wicourts.gov.” ...
Date: 4/26/2018 9:30 AM

Subject: SPD Fees

Ce: Anthony Cotton <cotton(@kuchlercotton.com>

| am writing to express my sincere hope that the State of Wisconsin understands the critical importance of
raising the SPD rate. As a criminal defense attorney practicing for over 15 years, | can tell the Court that
the current SPD rate has created a constitutional crisis as it relates to the defense of the indigent people of
our community. The Constitution demands that EVERY person has a fundamental right to effective
assistance of counsel. As a result of the $40/hr rate, the qualified criminal defense attorneys capable of
providing effective representation are not taking appointments or are taking only a very limited number of
cases because most cannot afford to take these cases. Many of us are solo or small firm practitioners and
simply do not have the financial resources available 1o take these cases at these rates. The rates as
currently set, create a situation that is tantamount to pro bono work. As a result, the pool of attorneys
willing to take these cases often lack the skill and expertise necessary to provide effective representation. |
think many of us would be inclined to take more SPD cases if the rates were commensurate with our
expertise and skill level. Until that changes, the indigent people of our community, will be left with subpar
and constitutionally deficient representation.

The Law Offices of Robert A. Levine
Michael G. Levine
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NOTICE TO RECIPIENT: The information in this e-malil is confidential and may be protected by the attorney's
work product doctrine or the attorney/client privilege. It is intended solely for the addressee(s); access to
anyone else is unauthorized. If this message has been sent to you in error, do not review, disseminate,
distribute or copy it. Please reply to the sender that you have received the message in error, then delete it.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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