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Campaign-Related Recusal Rules 

Dear Honorable Justices: 

Wisconsin Justice Initiative Action respectfully submits this statement in support of Rule Petition 
26-01, a well-crafted and thoughtfully designed proposal to amend Wisconsin's recusal rules.
The petition appropriately shifts the presumption in favor of recusal and establishes an important
procedural requirement that recusal decisions be made on the record and available to the public.

WJI Action promotes criminal and civil legal structures, policies, practices and personnel that 
seek to improve the quality of justice for all people in Wisconsin. We envision a legal system that 
is fair, accessible, and impartial, in which no person is overlooked or counted out. We strive for 
transparent government, courts that are accessible to everyone, and greater civic participation in 
justice matters. 

For several years, a core project for WJI Action has been strengthening recusal rules for justices 
and judges assigned to cases involving their campaign donors. WJI Action advocates for courts 
to adopt policies that strengthen public confidence in the judiciary and reinforce the legitimacy 
of judicial decisions and actions. 

Public trust is essential because courts rely on legitimacy-not force-to function. When people 
trust the judicial system, they are more likely to accept court decisions and maintain confidence 
in the rule of law. If the public believes our judges and justices are fair, impartial, and free from 
influence by money or politics, they are more likely to follow the law, serve on juries, and 
engage with the legal process in good faith. Without that confidence, compliance weakens and 
the authority of the law is diminished. 

For more than a decade, the sharp rise in campaign contributions and outside spending in judicial 
elections has fueled a growing perception that courts are influenced by wealthy donors. Put 
plainly, many Wisconsinites believe that judges and justices are effectively bought and paid for 




