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The petitioner, the Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners (BBE), seeks to amend SCR §40.04 and 
SCR §40.14 relating to the Wisconsin Bar Examination. 

Commencing in July 2028, the Board of Bar Examiners will begin administering the successor to 
the Uniform Bar Exam (UBE), which is prepared by the National Conference of Bar Examiners 
(NCBE) and known as the "NextGen" exam. 

Beginning in July 2026, the NCBE began a phased roll-out of the NextGen exam. The first 
administration of the NextGen Exam occurred within the following jurisdictions: Connecticut, 
Idaho, Maryland, Missouri, Oregon, and Washington. It was also administered in Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, and the Virgin Islands. 

The NCBE has advised that the scores for the NextGen exam will be recorded on a scale of 
between 500 and 750. The NCBE recommends that jurisdictions select a passing score in the 
range between 610 and 620. See Nat'l Conf. Bar Exam'rs, Guidance Brief on the Recommended 
NextGen UBE Passing Score Range 1 (2025). Multiple factors influenced the NCBE's 
recommended score range, including a concordance study, a standard-setting study, and an 
outcome analysis. Id. Following the inaugural administration of the NextGen exam, the NCBE 
reported that the national mean score was 640.6, while the national median score was 640. They 
further reported that performance patterns across examinee populations, including pass rates, 
were generally consistent with patterns historically observed in bar exam performance, including 
the expected differences between first-time and repeat examinees. According to the NCBE, the 
results provide initial evidence supporting the recommended 610-620 passing-score range, but 
much more information about scoring will be learned as additional jurisdictions and examinees 
transition to NextGen. 

Wisconsin is currently one of more than forty ( 40) jurisdictions that administer the Uniform Bar 
Examination (UBE). Under the existing UBE system, scores attained in any UBE jurisdiction 
that meet the passing score requirement of 260 in Wisconsin may be transferred here and 
accepted as a qualifying one, even if the score does not qualify in the jurisdiction in which the 
applicant sat for the UBE. This system will continue until the UBE exam sunsets and the scores 
are no longer current under SCR §40.04 (9). 

Additional data, anticipated later this year as well as next year, will provide further guidance for 
score setting. The Board is therefore not yet ready to make a recommendation as to the passing 
score for the NextGen exam. However, the Board recognizes the importance of maintaining 
score portability and is proposing, in the meantime, its intention to accept NextGen transfer 
scores that meet or exceed 620, the top of the NCBE's recommended score range. This interim 
proposal will allow the Board adequate time to review and analyze the data so that it may 
develop and submit a recommendation to the Court regarding the passing score for the NextGen 
exam. In March of this year, the Minnesota Supreme Court adopted a similar approach. This 


















