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STATE OF WISCONSIN      IN SUPREME COURT 
 
In the Matter of Amendments to  
Wisconsin Supreme Court Internal  
Operating Procedures II.B.5, III.A. 
and  III.B.5. 
       
 
 

Thi s mat t er  comes bef or e t he cour t  on Just i ce Pat i ence 

Roggensack' s pr oposal  t o amend t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t ' s 

I nt er nal  Oper at i ng Pr ocedur es i ncl udi ng Regul at or y Jur i sdi ct i on,  

Publ i c Hear i ng,  and St af f :  

I I .   
B.  5.   Regulatory Jurisdiction.   A mat t er  wi t hi n 

t he r egul at or y j ur i sdi ct i on of  t he cour t ,  e.g.,  bar  

admi ssi on,  cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on,  l awyer  

di sci pl i ne,  j udi c i al  di sci pl i ne,  Supr eme Cour t  Rul es,  

r ul es of  pl eadi ng,  pr act i ce and pr ocedur e i n c i v i l  and 

cr i mi nal  act i ons,  i s  assi gned t o a cour t  commi ssi oner  

f or  anal ysi s and r epor t i ng t o t he cour t .  The 

commi ssi oner  pr epar es or der s i n t hese mat t er s as t he 

cour t  may di r ect  and ar r anges f or  t hei r  i ssuance by 

t he of f i ce of  t he c l er k.  

 When a pet i t i on i s f i l ed r equest i ng a change or  

addi t i on t o t he r ul es of  bar  admi ssi on,  cont i nui ng 

l egal  educat i on,  l awyer  di sci pl i ne,  j udi c i al  

di sci pl i ne,  Supr eme Cour t  Rul es,  r ul es of  pl eadi ng,  

pr act i ce and pr ocedur e i n c i v i l  and cr i mi nal  act i ons,  

t he pet i t i oner  shal l  compl et e and submi t  wi t h t he 

r ul es pet i t i on t he Cover  Sheet  f or  Rul es Pet i t i ons 

t hat  has been appr oved by t he cour t .   The commi ssi oner  

who i s assi gned t hat  f i l i ng of  a r ul es pet i t i on shal l  
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assess t he compl exi t y of  t he pet i t i on and r ecommend t o 

t he cour t  whet her  t he pet i t i on:   ( 1)  shoul d be gr ant ed 

or  deni ed wi t hout  a hear i ng;  ( 2)  shoul d be r ef er r ed t o 

t he Judi c i al  Counci l  f or  f ur t her  st udy;  or  ( 3)  i s 

appr opr i at e f or  not i ce of  a hear i ng bef or e a 

commi ssi oner  or  bef or e t he cour t .  

 
 I I I .   

A.  Public Hearing 
The cour t  not i ces and hol ds a publ i c hear i ng on a 

pet i t i on f or  t he cr eat i on or  amendment  of  r ul es 

gover ni ng pl eadi ng,  pr act i ce and pr ocedur e i n j udi c i al  

pr oceedi ngs i n al l  cour t s,  pr ovi ded t hat  t he cour t  

deems t he pet i t i on t o have ar guabl e mer i t ,  i s  dr af t ed 

suf f i c i ent  f or m f or  t he cour t  t o t ake act i on on t he 

pet i t i on and t hat  t he pet i t i on i s not  appr opr i at e t o 

gr ant  wi t hout  a hear i ng.   I n t he event  t he cour t  deems 

a pet i t i on mer i t l ess,  i t  may,  wi t hout  hol di ng a publ i c 

hear i ng,  summar i l y di smi ss t he pet i t i on or  decl i ne t o 

t ake any act i on.   See Wi s.  St at .  § 751. 12( 3) .   The 

cour t  may al so hol ds hol d a publ i c hear i ng on a 

pet i t i on f or  amendment  of  t he r ul es concer ni ng bar  

admi ssi on,  cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on,  l awyer  

di sci pl i ne,  j udi c i al  di sci pl i ne and Supr eme Cour t  

Rul es except  when,  i n t he cour t ' s  di scr et i on,  a 

hear i ng i s war r ant ed.   Gener al l y ,  t he cour t  wi l l  not  

hol d a hear i ng when t he pet i t i on concer ns mi ni st er i al  

or  ot her wi se non- subst ant i ve mat t er s or  when exi gent  

c i r cumst ances exi st .   The cour t  may schedul e t he 

hear i ng on any pet i t i on bef or e one of  t he cour t ' s  

commi ssi oner s,  r at her  t han bef or e t he f ul l  cour t ,  

dependi ng upon t he compl exi t y of  t he pet i t i on.    
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 I I I .   

B.  5.   Staff.   Al l  mat t er s wi t hi n t he cour t ' s  

r ul e- maki ng j ur i sdi ct i on ar e assi gned t o a cour t  

commi ssi oner  f or  anal ysi s and r epor t i ng t o t he cour t .   

See I OP.  I I .  B.  5.   When a compl et ed Cover  Sheet  f or  

Rul es Pet i t i ons has been f i l ed,  as r equi r ed i n I OP.  

I I .  B.  5. ,  The t he commi ssi oner  pr epar es and 

ci r cul at es mat er i al  t o t he cour t  f or  i t s  assi st ance at  

t he conf er ence,  i ncl udi ng but  not  l i mi t ed t o t he 

commi ssi oner ' s r ecommendat i on i n r egar d t o whet her  t he 

pet i t i on:   ( 1)  shoul d be gr ant ed or  deni ed wi t hout  a 

hear i ng;  ( 2)  shoul d be r ef er r ed t o t he Judi c i al  

Counci l  f or  f ur t her  st udy;  or  ( 3)  i s appr opr i at e f or  

not i ce of  a hear i ng bef or e a commi ssi oner  or  bef or e 

t he cour t .   The commi ssi oner  al so par t i c i pat es i n t he 

any conf er ence at  t he cour t ' s  di scr et i on,  and dr af t s 

r ul es and pr epar es or der s at  t he cour t ' s  di r ect i on.     


